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The Konrad Adenauer Stiftung (KAS)
and the Centrist Democracy Political
Institute (CDPI) gathered on June 21-
22, 2013 a group of Centrist Democ-
ratic officials in Tagaytay City who won
elective posts in local governments ac-
ross the country after the recently con-
cluded 2013 National and Local Elec-
tions. The assembly was a seminar on the
art of governing and communicating with
their respective constituents and local party
chapters. Together with the elected public
officials, the party leaders of Centrist-
oriented parties were also invited to partici-
pate.

The first half day session began with Dr.
Peter Koeppinger, the Country Represen-
tative of the Konrad Adenauer Stiftung, wel-
coming the participants and introducing the
overview of the sessions. He stressed the
important work that needs to be done in the
places where the local party has an organ-
ized structure and a set of elected public
officials. These places can serve as models
where good governance is guided by adher-
ence to the party principles, implementation
of the local party platform and respect for
internal party democracy and discipline.

Dr. Gaudioso Sosmena, the Chairperson
of the Management Board of the Local Gov-
ernment Development Foundation (LOGO-
DEF) and the co-author of the Local Gov-
ernment Code of the Philippines discussed
several modules on governing after winning
the local elections. In the intensive discus-
sion, he presented the main purposes of lo-
cal governments, emphasizing on service
delivery, economic development promotion
and disaster mitigation and risk manage-
ment. He told the participants that for gov-
ernance to be effective, a sound platform of

government that attempts to systematically
address the important concerns of the local-
ity must be formulated and implemented
religiously. He added that they need to be
not only political leaders but also good ma-
nagers. Analysis, planning, administration
and the optimization of resources are im-
portant in the successful adoption of a local
platform of government.

The discussion on the executive-legislative
agenda brought up the often contentious
relationship between the executive and leg-
islative branches of local governments. Dr.
Sosmena gave the newly elected officials
some tips on how to facilitate smooth rela-
tions between the two branches. Issues on
accountability, transparency and participa-
tion were also taken up.

These topics were however elaborated and
discussed in detail during the next half day
through the presentation of Dr. Koeppinger
on the work of elected local officials in the
framework of local party activities. Dr.
Koeppinger presented some guidelines in
structuring the work of elected local officials
and connecting them with the implementa-
tion of the local government platform of the
political party. He emphasized the impor-
tance of communication and coordination in
getting things done. Accountability and
transparency in public service can be fos-
tered through close cooperation between
the party and the elected officials. He added
that this set up can be the model towards a
less personality-oriented, more political par-
ty-driven developments in local politics.

Mr. Roderico Dumaug, the Deputy Chair-
person of the Centrist Democratic Party of
the Philippines (CDP) in Northern Mindanao
(Region 10) presented how elected public



officials can play a significant role in ex-
panding the political party in neighboring
areas. After his session, a brainstorming
workshop on communication and coopera-
tion mechanisms between the elected offi-
cials and the local party leaders was facili-
tated by Ms. Lorelyn Dumaug, the Secre-
tary General of the CDP.

Mr. Lito Monico Lorenzana, the President
of the Centrist Democracy Political Institute
concluded the capacity building seminar by
asking the newly elected public officials to
take up the challenge of genuinely repre-
senting the will of the people by honoring
their respective party as well as personal
commitments to implement people-oriented
programs and services.



