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International programme on interregional energy security 
ENERGY EXPERTS FROM AROUND THE WORLD VISIT GERMANY 
 
Energy is the lifeblood of all modern societies. But with a rapidly rising global consump-

tion, dwindling fossil fuel reserves and volatile supply routes, governments around the 

world are facing the challenge of finding new ways to secure their future energy needs. 

 

It is thus not surprising that the German 

energy transition, or Energiewende, away 

from coal and nuclear power towards 80% 

renewable energy by 2050, has gained 

much attention and is seen as a possible 

model to bolster energy security around 

the world. 

 

In light of these upheavals in the energy 

market, the Domestic Programmes Division 

of Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung, in coopera-

tion with the Regional Office Gulf States, 

has organised an study and dialogue pro-

gramme for international energy experts. 

During the seven-day event, which took 

place from 12 – 18 October 2014 in Ham-

burg and Berlin, participants from China, 

Brazil, Saudi Arabia, Ukraine, Bulgaria and 

the United Arab Emirates had the oppor-

tunity to exchange their views and build an 

international network while at the same 

time learning at first-hand about the intri-

cacies of the German Energiewende. 

 

The programme kicked-off with a visit to 

the community wind park Dirkshof close to 

Husum, where the participants not only 

had the chance to inform themselves about 

the idea of decentralised energy production 

in the hand of the consumers, but also had 

the rare opportunity to climb one of the 60 

meter high turbines. The visit in Husum 

was followed by meetings and consulta-

tions with decision makers, think tanks, 

utility companies, businesses and environ-

mental organisations in Berlin in order to 

gain a comprehensive picture of the oppor-

tunities and challenges of the Ener-

giewende and its impact on German energy 

security. Among others, the participants 

met with representatives of the Federal 

Ministry of Economy and Energy, the Fed-

eration of German Industries, the Renewa-

bles Academy, the Berlin-based agency for 

electric mobility, EON and the World Ener-

gy Council. 

 

The visitor programme aimed to bring 

together experts from countries that are 

affected by the current upheavals in the 

energy market in different ways and famil-

iarise them with the global dimension of 

this issue as well as German and European 

responses in the field of energy security. 
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