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Zone up to 12 nautical 
miles (22,224 kilometres) 
from the baseline: sover-
eignty of the coastal state 
with right of innocent pas-
sage for foreign vessels.

Contiguous zone

Between 12 and 24 nautical 
miles from the baseline: coastal 
state may ta�e measures to 
enforce its laws (e. g. impose 
customs duties).

High seas

All states are permitted to pursue shipping, aviation, fishing and 
research under international maritime law. Resources are recognised 
as the “common heritage of man�ind”, administered by the Interna-
tional Seabed Authority (ISA). Under the internationally binding High 
Seas Convention on “Biodiversity Beyond National Legislation” (BBNJ) 
of March 2023, it is possible to designate protected areas.

           Straight baseline 

In the case of deep inlets 
or island chains along the 
coast, suitable points can 
be connected to draw the 
baseline.

Extended continent�� she�f

Seabed and subsoil that forms a natural extension of the land area 
of the coastal state is part of the continental shelf. Exclusive rights 
apply to mineral resources, but not to resources in the water above. 
The boundary is set by the coastal state on the recommendation 
of the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf (CLCS).

EEZ

Up to 200 nautical miles from the baseline: 
the coastal state has exclusive rights to 
resources in the water and on or in the 
seabed. Sovereign powers apply in the 
area of marine protection and research. 
Foreign vessels enjoy freedom of navigation 
and can lay submarine cables or pipelines.
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Sources: own illustration based on UN 1998: Seerechtsübereinkommen der Vereinten Nationen und Übereinkommen 
zur Durchführung des Teils XI des Seerechtsübereinkommens (Übersetzung), 23 Jun 1998, in: https://bit.ly/2tyUWse 
[10 Feb 2023]; Scheid, Walther-Maria 2019, in: Löschke, Sina et al. 2019: Die Arktis und die Antarktis als politische 
Arenen, World Ocean Review 6: Arktis und Antarktis – extrem, klimarelevant, gefährdet, p. 244, in: https://bit.ly/ 
3MlY1VD [18 Mar 2023].

Maritime Zones under  
the UN Convention on  

the Law of the Sea

The Arctic. Between Conflict and Cooperation

85The Arctic. Between Conflict and CooperationInternational Reports 1|202384

Photo: © Tobias, AdobeStock.

https://bit.ly/2tyUWse
https://bit.ly/3MlY1VD
https://bit.ly/3MlY1VD

