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A Note from the Editor

The Pink Galaxy was originally published 
in German and Spanish. In bringing this 
story to English readers, we’ve made some 
updates to reflect events that have unfolded 
since the previous publications. Additional-
ly, the author took this opportunity to make 
some refinements to the story and charac-
ters, further enriching the experience for 
all readers. We hope you enjoy this English 
edition!
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FOREWORD 

It is About Defending Dignity and Freedom 

Miguel Ángel Rodríguez, former President of Costa Rica

I am grateful to my friend Sebastian Grundberger for the 
honor of inviting me to write the foreword for this import-
ant contribution to the analysis of Latin American political 
reality. The Pink Galaxy presents a well-documented expla-
nation of the various constellations that make up this uni-
verse—how they have constituted, their main stars, their 
various shades, as well as their interrelationships. The Foro 
de São Paulo, the Grupo de Puebla, the Progressive Inter-
national, the Consejo Latinoamericano de Ciencias Sociales 
(Latin American Council of Social Sciences), and others 
are different constellations. There are common features and 
centripetal forces that bind them together in the galaxy. 
In this universe, these constellations reinforce each other. 
Apart from the characteristics that make them part of the 
pink galaxy, each constellation has its own distinct features.

The author describes their origins, history, and integra-
tion; the consensus and ideological nuances of each con-
stellation and its members; their organization, activities, 
and financing. The pink galaxy is not isolated from other 
galaxies; it both draws from and supports some of them. 
This work reveals the collaborative relationships between 
the Latin American pink galaxy and those of Russia, China, 
and Iran. Within the pink galaxy, its constellations support 
the regimes of Cuba, Venezuela, and Nicaragua, encour-
age the left-wing illiberal populist drift in other nations, 
and promote actions to weaken electoral systems, the rule 
of law, and the fundamental rights of citizens. Sebastian 
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Grundberger leads us to conclude that the actions formed 
within the pink galaxy pose a serious threat to liberal de-
mocracy, extending beyond the borders of our region.

Liberal democracy is characterized by fair electoral sys-
tems that, within a framework of public freedoms, ensure 
the expression and respect of citizens’ decisions in selecting 
their leaders; by the institutional framework of the rule of 
law, which ensures governments subject to the law that re-
spect citizens’ property, political, and civil rights; and by a 
democratic culture that controls the state to prevent abuse, 
while a strong state controls society to prevent anarchy.

Political theory and historical evidence demonstrate 
to us that a society governed by such a constituted liberal 
democracy is the best guarantee that humans have found 
to defend the dignity and freedom of all people. However, 
democracy is always fragile because those who hold power 
are tempted to abuse it and turn the government into their 
personal servant, instead of serving the common good. 
Therefore, in every society, we must always be in the strug-
gle to build, strengthen, and defend liberal democracy.

The Time During Which The Pink Galaxy Operates

The historical conditions we are experiencing today compel 
us to be particularly cautious in defending liberal democ-
racy. When the Berlin Wall fell and communism collapsed 
in Europe, many believed in the definitive triumph of the 
values and social organization that humanity has been 
building for many centuries: freedom, dignity, equality, and 
fraternity of all people; electoral democracy and the rule of 
law; open and competitive markets; international institu-
tions and relations among nations and their trade governed 
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by pre-established rules rather than mere force; pursuit of 
the common good and human development; national ac-
tion and international cooperation to protect our planet.

However, the Great Recession between 2007 and 2009 
laid bare the enormous differences among various inter-
ests and their manifestations. Freedom and respect for 
democracy have been declining worldwide, both in de-
veloped nations and elsewhere. Freedom House’s Freedom 
in the World 2023 report indicates that global freedom has 
declined for 17 consecutive years. For Latin America, the 
Latinobarómetro of that year reveals that while in 2010, 
63% of respondents considered democracy preferable to 
any other form of government, by 2022, only 48% respond-
ed the same way.

Our region is not isolated. This work demonstrates it 
by analyzing the influences of Russia, China, and Iran in 
the pink galaxy. And transformations are occurring world-
wide that profoundly affect our political reality.

The change of era radically modifies our circumstances. 
If these change, our actions, and their outcomes are im-
pacted, which increases uncertainty. The process of change 
also uproots us. Political parties in many Western nations 
lose their ability to serve as crucibles where different group 
interests amalgamate into a shared vision of the future, into 
a conception of the common good. Defending sectoral in-
terests and identity rights, parties fragment and multiply. 
Citizens lose their party roots.

People lose their trust in elites. In-person friendships 
are replaced by anonymous digital friends who provide 
neither security nor trust. Social networks facilitate con-
frontations. With the emergence and prevalence of social 
networks and their algorithms, unexpected communica-
tion is facilitated; messages are easily forwarded and liked. 
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Furthermore, networks divide us into closed and hostile 
groups and amplify the strength of nonsense, of fake news.

Increased uncertainty and uprootedness lead to frus-
tration. The unknown scares us. Frustrated and scared, we 
become angry. Without the support of human and spiritual 
relationships that reassure us, confused and fearful, emo-
tions, primarily anger, intensify, and envy and hatred take 
hold of peoples. These are conducive conditions for vio-
lence. Rationality and love are weakened in human action. 
These are factors present in the West in this era of change 
that profoundly affect politics. These elements are exploited 
by The Pink Galaxy, as indicated by Sebastian Grundberger: 
“By being in a permanent attack mode and appealing to 
negative primal emotions such as fear, anger, or frustration, 
the pink galaxy often manages surprisingly well to evade 
criticism of its own lack of democratic coherence.”

How to Protect Liberal Democracy  
from The Pink Galaxy?

Faced with accelerated change on all fronts and the magni-
tude of the problems we face, how do we act to avoid getting 
lost in the whirlwind of uncertainty? How do we protect 
liberal democracy from the pink galaxy? The fundamental 
values that govern human behavior allow us to construct 
an armor that provides stability amidst change and enables 
us to fulfill our responsibility in leading public institutions.

Respecting the dignity and freedom of all is the shield 
that can defend us from the danger posed by the pink gal-
axy. To respect dignity and freedom, we must defend their 
guarantee, which is liberal democracy. This structure of 
fundamental values developed through the evolution of 
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Judeo-Christian and Greco-Roman culture gives us solid-
ity to maintain our most fundamental behaviors amidst 
the dialectic of change. It allows us to preserve essential 
characteristics of ourselves and our society. However, the 
pink galaxy seeks to exploit these circumstances creat-
ed by the era of change to impose its harmful ideology, 
which requires us to adapt our response with intelligence, 
knowledge, and passion. Therefore, we must be agile, per-
severing, and deeply committed to defending the freedom 
and dignity of all people and the institutional framework 
that guarantees them. In other words, we must not relent; 
rather, we must prioritize the defense of liberal democra-
cy. This forces us to act together against the constellations 
that, contrary to this institutional framework, unite within 
the pink galaxy.

Democratic Right and Democratic Left  
in the Face of The Pink Galaxy

In Latin America, democratic right-wing and centrist forc-
es naturally oppose the pink galaxy. However, the confron-
tation has generally been individual and uncoordinated, 
except for isolated efforts that demand continuity and sup-
port, such as the Free America Forum held in Mexico City 
on October 26, 2023. This work by Sebastian Grundberger 
must serve as a compelling signal to put an end to individ-
ualized and occasional actions, and should be yet another 
reason for all Latin Americans who love freedom, dignity, 
and liberal democracy to face the pink galaxy. Unfortunate-
ly, in general, democratic left-wing voices have been silent 
in the face of the pink galaxy’s attacks on liberal democracy, 
or worse yet, have provided them with support.
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At times, strong anti-imperialist, anti-United States, an-
ti-colonial, anti-Europe sentiments that still prevail with-
out restraint in certain political and intellectual groups of 
left-wing socialists have prevented them from understand-
ing the dangers of illiberal populisms with which the pink 
galaxy entices citizens. At other times, these dangers are 
recognized, but there is a reluctance to act for fear of losing 
passionately driven supporters.

It is time for the democratic left and the democratic right 
to recognize the urgency of defending the institutional 
framework of liberal democracy. It is time for groups com-
mitted to individual freedom, dignity for all people, and 
human rights to set aside their differences in other areas to 
join forces in the face of the danger posed by the pink gal-
axy. It is time to understand that liberal democracy is under 
threat and that we must unite our efforts to defend it. Once 
the threat of the pink galaxy has been overcome, there will 
be time and opportunities to address our differing views 
from the right and left regarding market efficiency and state 
intervention.

In response to the pink galaxy purposes and actions 
clearly outlined by Sebastian Grundberger, it is also time 
for freedom-loving democrats from the United States and 
Europe to support the united efforts of Latin Americans in 
defense of the freedom and dignity of people guaranteed by 
liberal democracy. Enough of surrendering to false revolu-
tionary romanticism.

When Fidel Castro and his bearded young guerrilla 
members descended from the Sierra Maestra over six de-
cades ago, the world, and particularly Latin America, ac-
cepted them as heroes. The enchantment reached its peak, 
making Che Guevara an icon, despite his role as the person 
in charge of executions and violence. Similar mythologizing 
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of false heroes occurred with the triumphs of Sandinism in 
Nicaragua and Hugo Chávez in Venezuela. This mythical 
admiration has been exploited by the Ortega-Murillo and 
Maduro regimes. While not reaching those extremes, lead-
ers like Evo Morales in Bolivia, the Kirchners in Argentina, 
and Correa in Ecuador have followed their footsteps, en-
chanting, subjugating, and impoverishing many.

The rulers of Brazil, Mexico, and Colombia—the three 
most populous countries in Latin America—support and 
bolster these leaders, who are stars of varying magnitude 
within the constellations of the pink galaxy. The threat is 
real. These myths of false heroes have persisted among 
many individuals, party organizations, and leftist think 
tanks, disregarding the violations of freedom, dignity, and 
liberal democracy committed by these pink galaxy mem-
bers. Disregarding the hardships imposed on their peoples. 
It is time to awaken from this enchantment and stop the 
despotism, violations of life, freedom, and many human 
rights, impoverishment, and loss of homes and homeland 
caused by the actions of the pink galaxy to so many Latin 
Americans.





19

the pink galaxy

PART 1 / Introduction



20

part 1 / introduction

1. From the Pink Tide to the Pink Galaxy

When Tabaré Vázquez was elected President of Uruguay 
in 2004, marking the first decidedly leftist President in the 
country’s history, American journalist Larry Rother coined 
the term pink tide in an article for The New York Times. 
This expression described the growing electoral victories of 
moderate leftists at that time. For Rother, these pink, mod-
erately leftist governments were originally seen as a coun-
terpoint to revolutionary Marxist red regimes.1

However, the term quickly took on a different connota-
tion in general use. The pink tide became the common ex-
pression referring to the leftward shift experienced in Latin 
America between 1998 and 2014, reaching its peak around 
2010. The expression pink tide was soon used to refer to 
governments with very different democratic qualities, from 
regimes that quickly deteriorated into authoritarianism, 
like those of Hugo Chávez (Venezuela, 1999-2013) or Evo 
Morales (Bolivia, 2006-2019), to rather social-democrat-
ic left-wing governments like those of Michelle Bachelet 
(Chile, 2006-2010 and 2014-2018) or Tabaré Vázquez and 
José Mujica (Uruguay, 2005-2020). Whether some pink tide 
governments evolved into dark red (authoritarian-dictato-
rial) or pale pink (social-democratic) was often not evident 
until several years later.

Beyond whether it is justified to declare a second pink 
tide2 due to the growing number of left-wing electoral vic-
tories since 2019, some similarities between the two waves 
of left-wing victories are striking. In both cases, there are 
enormous differences in the democratic quality of various 

1	 Sinaipar and Maya (2019).
2	 Arellano (2022).

https://eudl.eu/pdf/10.4108/eai.24-10-2019.2290578
https://raco.cat/index.php/Astrolabio/article/view/402878
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left-wing governments. The spectrum ranges from closed 
authoritarian systems in Cuba, Venezuela, or Nicaragua, 
through democratically elected left-wing leaders with vary-
ing degrees of authoritarian tendencies, like Andrés Manuel 
López Obrador (Mexico), Xiomara Castro (Honduras), or 
Gustavo Petro (Colombia), to left-wing governments like 
that of Gabriel Boric (Chile) situated within the democratic 
field.

All serious Latin American surveys, such as lapop or 
Latinobarómetro, indicate that democracy in the subconti-
nent has steadily lost prestige over the past two decades. In 
the Latinobarómetro 2023 survey, a majority of 54% of sur-
veyed Latin Americans stated that they would also support 
a non-democratic government if it solved their problems. 
In 2002, this figure was 44%3. According to The Economist, 
since 2008 no region in the world has experienced as much 
decline in democratic quality as Latin America.4 During 
this time, the magazine observed a drastic increase in the 
number of hybrid regimes, from three to eight. For The 
Economist, these state structures situated somewhere be-
tween authoritarianism and democracy include countries 
as diverse as El Salvador, Mexico, and Peru.

The various left-wing governments during the so-called 
pink tide and their aftermath were essential players in the 
political development of Latin America at a time when a 
simultaneous erosion of democratic institutions took place. 
In searching for the causes of the loss of confidence in de-
mocracy, one cannot ignore the link between the pink tide 
and the democratic crisis. This text will demonstrate this 
relationship.

3	 Grundberger and Arellano (2023).
4	 Latin America is under authoritarian threat (2015).

https://dialogopolitico.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/DP-Enfoque-no13.-Latinoamerica-en-su-laberinto.pdf
https://www.economist.com/graphic-detail/2023/02/15/latin-america-is-under-authoritarian-threat


22

part 1 / introduction

The first pink tide has evolved into a pink galaxy com-
prising leftist actors, institutions, and associations that, 
behind a progressive facade, are actively working to un-
dermine the Western-style liberal democratic principles. 
While this pink galaxy nominally includes both authori-
tarian and democratic actors, it is dominated by its more 
authoritarian planets. Furthermore, Russia, China, and Iran 
support this process from the outside and exploit the pink 
galaxy for their own geopolitical interests.

In this context, authoritarian leftism is understood as 
that which subordinates democratic order to other aspira-
tions. It does not see democracy as an inherent value but as 
a means to attain and consolidate power (see also Chapter 
11).

Transnational alliances5 such as the Foro de São Paulo, 
the Grupo de Puebla, the Consejo Latinoamericano de Cien-
cias Sociales (Latin American Council of Social Sciences, 
clacso), or the Progressive International (PI) act in highly 
coordinated ways when it comes to positioning their narra-
tives internationally and making them socially acceptable. 
In this context, according to the thesis presented here, the 
pink galaxy operates in certain areas following the logic of 
a transnational authoritarian left party.

The phenomenon of collaborations between democrat-
ic and authoritarian forces is not limited to political left-
ism. Especially, in recent years, there has been a growing 
trend of similar projects emerging within the political 
right. These require, however, separate consideration due 
to their specific characteristics, such as weaker institutional 

5	 For an academic discussion on the phenomenon of these transnational 
alliances in the Latin American context, see the pioneering work of 
Fernando Pedrosa (2023a), which is a recurring reference in this text.
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integration compared to the left and a very different histor-
ical formation.

There is a wide range of literature on the right-wing po-
litical spectrum. Many studies are produced from within 
the pink galaxy’s ideological orbit. On the other hand, there 
is a lack of literature on left-wing authoritarian networks in 
Latin America. Nor is enough written about the influence 
of China, Russia, and Iran in this context.

The aim of this text is to provide an overview of the ac-
tors, connections, and objectives of the pink galaxy. First, 
each of the central actors in this network is examined be-
fore discussing the role played by authoritarian external 
powers like Russia, China, or Iran. Finally, the tactics and 
techniques of the pink galaxy as a whole are analyzed.

This research focuses first on recent past events, rough-
ly from the onset of the covid-19 pandemic in 2020. At-
tention is centered particularly on the year 2023, during 
which the activities of the pink galaxy were systematically 
observed. Instead, historical derivations are minimized to 
what is necessary to understand the context.
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2. The Foro de São Paulo, Origin of the Pink Galaxy

At the xxvi Meeting of the Foro de São Paulo in Brasilia on 
June 29, 2023, the gathered left celebrated one of their own. 
None other than the President of Brazil, Lula da Silva, inau-
gurated the congress.6 The President rallied those present, 
stating, “I want to tell you that the Foro de São Paulo is a 
blessing that we have been able to create in Latin America.”

2.1. Origin and History

Lula’s appearance at the Foro de São Paulo was no coinci-
dence. The Brazilian President is perhaps the most import-
ant historical figure of this organization. After consulting 
with Cuban dictator Fidel Castro,  the union leader and 
politician of the Workers’ Party, who had been defeated for 
the presidency of Brazil in a runoff election the year before, 
invited like-minded individuals to the Meeting of Parties 
and Political Movements of Latin America and the Carib-
bean in São Paulo from July 2 to 4, 1990. The goal of the 
gathering was to “reflect on the aftermath of the fall of the 
Berlin Wall, and possible alternative and autonomous paths 
for the left in Latin America and the Caribbean.”7 Among 
other things, participants aimed to “advance with consen-
sus proposals for anti-imperialist and popular action” and 
to establish a “new concept of continental unity and inte-
gration.” A total of 48 parties and organizations from 14 
countries accepted this invitation. Subsequently, this group 
was renamed the Foro de São Paulo. Lula himself recalls:

6	 Da Silva (2023). Complete original speech.
7	 Brief background and fundamentals. Foro de São Paulo website.

https://www.gov.br/planalto/pt-br/acompanhe-o-planalto/discursos-e-pronunciamentos/2023/discurso-do-presidente-luiz-inacio-lula-da-silva-na-abertura-da-reuniao-do-foro-de-sao-paulo
https://forodesaopaulo.org/breve-historial-y-fundamentos/


27

the pink galaxy

We started talking with comrades from the Com-
munist Party of Cuba and with comrade Fidel Castro, 
and we proposed the possibility of holding a meet-
ing with all the Latin American left, many of whom 
at that time were fighting in very small parties trying 
to make the revolution. And then we decided to invite 
all organizations so that together we could discuss, 
through much organization of workers and the gen-
eral public, the democratic path to conquering power 
in our countries. Thus, was born the idea of conven-
ing the first forum in São Paulo.8

The 1990 meeting took place in a changing global polit-
ical environment. Perestroika, glasnost, and the fall of the 
Berlin Wall heralded the collapse of the iron curtain and 
inspired much of the world with dreams of a future of free-
dom and democracy. In China, Deng Xiaoping proclaimed 
market socialism, opening the country to the world. At the 
same time, Fidel Castro’s regime lost its most important 
ally, the Soviet Union, which had financially supported the 
country for many years during the Cold War era.

Under the sponsorship of the Cuban dictator, the ex-
press goal of the Foro de São Paulo from the beginning was 
to gain power within democratic structures. The most suc-
cessful phase of the Foro de São Paulo began in 1994 when 
the future Venezuelan head of state, Hugo Chávez, recog-
nized the Forum as an ideal vehicle for his regional pow-
er projection. Starting in 1999, when Chávez was elected 
President of Venezuela, the country’s oil wealth provided 
unprecedented financial resources. When Lula himself was 
elected President of Brazil between 2003 and 2010, during 

8	 Da Silva (2023). Complete original speech.

https://www.gov.br/planalto/pt-br/acompanhe-o-planalto/discursos-e-pronunciamentos/2023/discurso-do-presidente-luiz-inacio-lula-da-silva-na-abertura-da-reuniao-do-foro-de-sao-paulo
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the commodities boom era and later the Car Wash (Lava 
Jato) corruption scandal, Brazil’s financial power was added 
to the mix.

This was followed by the peak phase of the pink tide that 
covered Latin America with left-wing governments, most 
of which had close ties to the Foro de São Paulo. While 
the Communist Party of the one-party state of Cuba was 
the only participating political force leading a government 
when the Forum was founded in 1990, its friends and allies 
colored practically the entire region in various shades of 
red over the next twenty years. The spectrum ranged from 
social democratic heads of state like Michelle Bachelet in 
Chile (whose Socialist Party belongs to the Foro de São 
Paulo), through Rafael Correa (Ecuador), Cristina Fernán-
dez de Kirchner (Argentina), Ollanta Humala (Peru), Fer-
nando Lugo (Paraguay), Evo Morales (Bolivia), to the re-
gimes of Cuba, Nicaragua, and Venezuela.

2.2. Ideological Foundations

Since its foundation, the Foro de São Paulo has been re-
sponsible for numerous communiqués and documents. 
Three examples are mentioned here: the “São Paulo Decla-
ration” (1990),9 which established the Forum; the “Consen-
sus of Our America” (Managua, 2017) which sees itself as an 
international political program; and the final communiqué 
of the 2023 Forum Summit in Brasilia.10 These three sourc-
es, spanning a period of 33 years, demonstrate that three 
central points of the Foro de São Paulo’s political doctrine 
remain unchanged.

9	 Declaración of São Paulo (1990).
10	 Declaración Final del xxvi Encuentro del Foro de São Paulo (2023).

https://forodesaopaulo.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/01-Declaracion-de-Sao-Paulo-19901-1.pdf
https://elpopular.uy/declaracion-final-del-xxvi-encuentro-del-foro-de-sao-paulo/
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2.2.1. Unconditional Support for the Cuban Dictatorship

Since its foundation, the unconditional defense of the Cu-
ban dictatorship has been a defining and formative element 
of the Foro de São Paulo’s identity. As early as 1990, the Fo-
rum expressed “solidarity with the socialist revolution in 
Cuba.” The working group that drafted the “Consensus of 
Our America” on behalf of the Foro de São Paulo dedicat-
ed it “to the exemplary and revolutionary consequence of 
Commander Fidel Castro.” The 2023 final communiqué de-
clares Cuba as “universal heritage of dignity.” 

Additionally, the Foro de São Paulo conducts campaigns 
to whitewash the Cuban regime internationally. For ex-
ample, on August 10, 2023, it launched Cuba vive y resiste 
(“Cuba Lives and Resists”), an attempt to collect one mil-
lion signatures through supposed solidarity movements to 
persuade the United States to remove the regime from the 
State Sponsors of Terrorism list.11 On its website, the Foro 
de São Paulo openly promotes joint training courses with 
the Communist Party of Cuba.12 

Since the success of the revolution in 1959, Cuba has been 
a single-party dictatorship with a strong cult of leadership 
around the late dictator Fidel Castro, who passed away in 
2008. Independent media and political dissidents are sys-
tematically repressed and persecuted. A significant wave of 
repression against dissidents occurred after the anti-gov-
ernment protests of 2021. Dozens of protesters are still held 
in Cuban jails. Human rights organizations estimate that 
the total number of political prisoners could reach one 

11	 CubaViveResiste (2023).
12	 El Foro de sp convoca para curso de formación en Cuba (2023).

https://forodesaopaulo.org/lanzamiento-de-la-campana-cubaviveresiste/
https://forodesaopaulo.org/el-foro-de-sp-convoca-para-curso-de-formacion-en-cuba/
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thousand.13 The traditional repression against any form of 
political pluralism has not changed under Fidel Castro’s 
successors, Raúl Castro and Miguel Díaz-Canel. 

2.2.2. Opposition to U.S. Imperialism and Neoliberalism

Mônica Valente, the executive secretary of the Foro de São 
Paulo, described her organization’s goal in a 2022 speech 
as follows: “To confront the common enemy of our peo-
ples, U.S. imperialism and neoliberalism.”14 Heavily in-
fluenced by Cuban government propaganda, the “Con-
sensus” calls for the “the liberation of our peoples from 
imperialist and capitalist domination” and denounces 
“colonial domination.” Imperialism is exclusively associ-
ated with the United States or Europe; Chinese or Russian 
imperialism is never mentioned. The 2023 final document 
condemns “the unilateral sanctions against Nicaragua and 
Venezuela, and interference in the internal affairs of these 
countries.”

2.2.3. Ambivalent Relationship with Democracy

Although the Foro de São Paulo frequently uses the 
words democracy or democratic, it does so in its partic-
ular context. The “Consensus” calls for “a correlation of 
forces in favor of the popular democratic field to continue 
advancing toward a socialist horizon.” Therefore, democ-
racy is hierarchically subordinated to socialism or instru-
mentalized as a means to achieve the end of reaching it. 
The Foro de São Paulo, which proclaims itself “the most 

13	 Internationale Gessellschaft für Menschenrechte.
14	 The fsp begins a cycle of discussions with pc China.

https://www.igfm.de/ueber-1000-politische-gefangene-auf-karibik-insel/
https://forodesaopaulo.org/el-foro-de-sao-paulo-empieza-ciclo-de-debates-con-china/
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representative regional political construction of revolu-
tionary, progressive, and democratic organizations of Lat-
in America and the Caribbean,” demands in the “Consen-
sus” that democracy must “necessarily deepen its popular, 
direct, participatory, and community character.” There has 
been no further development of this position since 1990 
when it demanded “true social and mass democracy” as a 
replacement for “neoliberal capitalism, and its aftermath 
of suffering, misery, backwardness, and antidemocratic 
oppression.”

The concept of liberal democracy as such is rejected, and 
the construction of a different type of democracy is de-
manded, whose main component is not the free and sover-
eign decision of each citizen. The final declaration of 2023 
advocates for participatory democracy. The Venezuelan 
Chavista regime has used the concept of “direct, participa-
tory, and protagonist democracy” as an element to replace 
representative democracy and as an element of the decon-
struction of the State.15 

Therefore, the position regarding democracy is ambiv-
alent. This is also showcased in two resolutions approved 
at the Foro de São Paulo Meeting in Brasilia. On the one 
hand, regarding the authoritarian style of governance by 
Nayib Bukele as President of El Salvador, the fsp denounces 
the “instrumentalization of public institutions to exert po-
litical control over political parties and social leaderships, 
ngos, universities, [...] up to the modification of electoral 
rules, concentrating all power to change from a democrat-
ic model to that of a hegemonic party.”16 Although all this 
objectively also applies to Cuba, full support for the Cuban 

15	 Puerta (2022).
16	 Social and political situation in El Salvador (2023).

https://prodavinci.com/de-la-democracia-representativa-al-poder-comunal-fragmentacion-politica-como-estrategia-de-deconstruccion-del-estado-democratico-en-venezuela/
https://forodesaopaulo.org/situacion-social-y-politica-en-el-salvador/
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Revolution is declared at the same time, based “on the prin-
ciples of solidarity, social justice, internationalism, and the 
unity of our peoples.”17

Lula da Silva, who on May 29, 2023 dismissed the au-
tocratic nature of the Venezuelan regime as a “narrative” 
and affirmed that there is “democracy” in Venezuela,18 in-
tervened a month later at the Foro de São Paulo in Brasilia 
and rejected criticisms of its antidemocratic orientation, 
labeling them as agitation from the extreme right:

How many times have we been accused; you know 
how much defamation and how many pejorative at-
tacks are made against the left in South America. The 
fascist extreme right does not see us, neither in Brazil 
nor in the world, as democratic organizations. They 
treat us as if we were terrorists, accuse us of being 
communists, thinking that we are offended by it.

2.3. Organization, Activities, and Funding

The Foro de São Paulo defines itself as an association 
of “Latin American and Caribbean political parties and 
movements.”19 In comparison with traditional party orga-
nizations, it explicitly expands its focus to other political 
organizations and social movements. Thus, the Colombian 
guerrilla group, Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de Co-
lombia (Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia, farc), 

17	 Foro de São Paulo aprobó resolución de solidaridad con Cuba (2023).
18	 Lula da Silva dijo que en Venezuela «hay democracia» y que en el mun-

do hay un «prejuicio muy grande» contra Nicolás Maduro (2023).
19	 Foro de São Paulo.

https://cubaminrex.cu/es/foro-de-sao-paulo-aprobo-resolucion-de-solidaridad-con-cuba
https://www.clarin.com/mundo/lula-da-silva-dijo-venezuela-democracia-mundo-prejuicio-grande-nicolas-maduro_0_K4d05ZwXEh.html
https://www.clarin.com/mundo/lula-da-silva-dijo-venezuela-democracia-mundo-prejuicio-grande-nicolas-maduro_0_K4d05ZwXEh.html
https://forodesaopaulo.org/estructura/
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engaged in armed struggle until 2017, also participated from 
the beginning in the Foro de São Paulo. According to their 
own information, the Foro de São Paulo today consists of 
a total of 123 parties and organizations from 27 countries 
(see Annex 1). Among these diverse member parties are the 
Partido Revolucionario Democrático de Panamá (Panama 
Democratic Revolutionary Party); parts of the coalition 
of the Frente Amplio Uruguayo (Broad Front in Uruguay); 
the Partido de los Trabajadores de Brazil (Worker’s Party of 
Brazil, pt); the Partido Socialista of Chile (Socialist Party 
of Chile); parts of Gustavo Petro’s government coalition 
in Colombia; the ruling Mexican party Movimiento de Re-
generación Nacional (National Regeneration Movement, 
morena); Rafael Correa’s party, Revolución Ciudadana (rc, 
Ecuador); the ruling party in Bolivia, Movimiento al Social-
ismo (mas); the Communist Party of Cuba; the Partido So-
cialista Unido de Venezuela (psuv); or the Frente Sandinista 
de Liberación Nacional (fsln) led by Nicaraguan dictator 
Daniel Ortega. Until the election of Javier Milei as Presi-
dent of Argentina in 2023, 13 Latin American states were 
governed by parties affiliated with the fsp or coalitions in-
cluding Foro de São Paulo forces. These included for the 
first time the five largest economies in the region: Brazil, 
Mexico, Argentina, Colombia, and Chile.

The Foro de São Paulo has a fixed organizational struc-
ture, described on its website. According to this, the exec-
utive secretariat is headquartered in São Paulo. There are 
three regional secretariats: for the Southern Cone based in 
Uruguay, for Central America and the Caribbean based in 
El Salvador, and for the Andean and Amazonian regions 
based in Colombia. There is also a permanent working 
group made up of representatives from 16 nationalities who 
meet periodically.
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The most important body of the Foro de São Paulo is the 
Annual High-Level Meeting. A total of 27 such meetings 
have taken place since 1990. The one in Brasilia in June 2023 
was the first since the pandemic. Depending on the political 
situation in Latin America, heads of state and government 
have been more or less active participants in the meetings. 
At the 2019 meeting in Caracas, Cuban dictator Miguel 
Díaz-Canel and Venezuelan ruler Nicolás Maduro took the 
stage at the closing event.20 

Since the inception of the Foro de São Paulo, the Workers’ 
Party of Brazil (pt) has dominated its organizational struc-
ture. The general secretariat is headquartered in São Paulo, 
and the executive secretary is pt politician Mônica Valente. 
The prominent former union leader was also a member of 
the São Paulo city government and international secretary 
of the pt. In addition to her role in the Foro de São Paulo, 
Valente remains active within the pt. In 2022, she was part 
of Lula’s government transition team in the area of interna-
tional relations. In recent statements, on behalf of the Foro 
de São Paulo, she openly sided with Nicolás Maduro in his 
dispute with Venezuela´s interim President Juan Guaidó and 
defended the detentions of opposition figures by Daniel Or-
tega’s dictatorship in Nicaragua.21 

There is little official information on the financing of the 
Foro de São Paulo. While, on the one hand, it is stated that 
financing is a matter for member parties,22 it can be assumed 
that governments support the organization of the annual 
meetings in their respective countries, such as Venezuela in 

20	 Presidents of Venezuela and Cuba Close 25th Foro de São Paulo.
21	 Nicaragua: el Foro de San Pablo defendió al régimen de Daniel Ortega y 

justificó las detenciones a los candidatos opositores. (2021).
22	 Fernandes (2023).

https://www.telesurenglish.net/news/Presidents-of-Venezuela-and-Cuba-Close-25th-São-Paulo-Forum-20190728-0016.html
https://www.infobae.com/america/america-latina/2021/06/16/nicaragua-el-foro-de-san-pablo-defendio-al-regimen-de-daniel-ortega-y-justifico-las-detenciones-a-los-candidatos-opositores
https://www.infobae.com/america/america-latina/2021/06/16/nicaragua-el-foro-de-san-pablo-defendio-al-regimen-de-daniel-ortega-y-justifico-las-detenciones-a-los-candidatos-opositores
https://jc.ne10.uol.com.br/colunas/jamildo/2023/06/15535169-foro-de-sao-paulo-o-que-e-o-foro-de-sao-paulo-quem-financia-e-como-foi-participacao-de-lula.html
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2019 or Brazil in 2023, in both cases with the participation of 
heads of state. There are also repeated reports of drug money 
flowing to the Foro de São Paulo. Reference is made to the fact 
that, as mentioned, the Colombian guerrilla group farc, long 
active in the drug business, has been involved in the Foro de 
São Paulo from the beginning. Its successor party, Comunes, 
is also a member of the Forum (see also chapter 10.6).

The Foro de São Paulo has a very detailed website dis-
playing numerous documents, resolutions, and programs 
from various meetings. It also has a Twitter/X channel (@
ForodeSãoPaulo) that is regularly updated and has nearly 
18,000 followers (January 2024). The Instagram channel, 
much newer, has around 2,000 followers.

2.4. Conclusions

According to political scientist Miguel Martínez Meucci, the 
foundation of the Foro de São Paulo by democratic union 
leader Lula da Silva and dictator Fidel Castro already high-
lights the great dilemma that still accompanies it today. The 
author notes a dangerous ambiguity and, referring to Lula 
and Castro, arrives at the following conclusion:

However, their different paths did not prevent them 
from getting along wonderfully to create an organiza-
tion in which this controversial cohabitation persists 
over time, becoming a hallmark. What truly matters 
to everyone within this partnership is consolidating a 
continental left-wing hegemony, where those most re-
spectful of democracy turn a blind eye to the misdeeds 
committed by their more brutal colleagues.23

23	 Martínez Meucci (2023a).

https://dialogopolitico.org/agenda/la-peligrosa-ambiguedad-del-foro-de-sao-paulo/
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In some sense, this collaboration between democratic 
and authoritarian forces, exemplified by the cooperation 
between Lula and Castro, is not just a hallmark of the Foro 
de São Paulo but of the entire pink galaxy. Therefore, the 
Foro de São Paulo can be considered as its origin.

3. El Grupo de Puebla: A More Modern Packaging

Cuban Foreign Minister Bruno Rodríguez was not the 
only one acclaimed at the 9th Meeting of the Grupo de 
Puebla in September 2023, where he believed to recognize 
the “spiritual presence” of Fidel Castro, Che Guevara, and 
Hugo Chávez in the room. The Venezuelan Vice President 
also received thundering applause. Delcy Rodríguez com-
plained about “permanent attacks” against the Bolivarian 
Revolution and various alleged foreign invasion attempts 
in Venezuela. None of those present discussed the system-
atic human rights violations and political prisoners in both 
countries. Neither former Spanish Prime Minister José Luis 
Rodríguez Zapatero, nor Mexican Foreign Minister Alicia 
Bárcena, nor any of the more than two hundred people who 
attended the meeting at the International Museum of Ba-
roque in Puebla raised their voices.

3.1. Origin and history

Similar to the Foro de São Paulo, the origins of the Grupo 
de Puebla (gdp) lie in a process of left-wing self-reflection. 
However, this initially did not happen in the institutional 
context of a meeting but in a 2019 documentary. Former 
Chilean deputy and three-time presidential candidate Mar-
co Enríquez-Ominami (known by his abbreviation me-o), 
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also a journalist and filmmaker, searched throughout Latin 
America for the reasons behind the difficulties of the po-
litical left. In the context of electoral victories by Mauri-
cio Macri in Argentina, Sebastián Piñera in Chile, and Jair 
Bolsonaro in Brazil, he interviewed various left-wing poli-
ticians for his documentary Al fondo a la izquierda (“At the 
Back and to the Left”).24 The film, directed by Argentine 
Rodrigo Vázquez, was also made possible with the support 
of the Franco-German public channel arte. Among the 
filmmaker’s interlocutors were then-Bolivian President 
Evo Morales, former Ecuadorian President Rafael Correa, 
Venezuelan President Nicolás Maduro, former Brazilian 
President Dilma Rousseff, and former Uruguayan Presi-
dent José Pepe Mujica.

me-o promised a reflection “on the left, from the left.”25 
The film, premiered on February 19, 2019, does not offer 
real conclusions but rather more or less superficial dia-
logues and simplifications between good (the left) and 
evil (the “neoliberal” model). Venezuela is described as 
an “imperfect democracy”; possible criticisms are subtly 
launched and serve as an invitation for Maduro, Correa, or 
Morales to spread their narratives. Maduro can claim that 
Venezuela is a “democracy” because there have been more 
elections there in recent years than in the United States or 
Chile. No critical questions are posed. All interlocutors are 
grouped as “leftists” or “progressives,” regardless of wheth-
er they are autocrats (Maduro) or democrats (Mujica). The 
film ends with the phrase “The left must move forward. 
Despite the contradictions. Despite the mistakes. Other-
wise, what?”.

24	 Available, for example, on Facebook.
25	 Zúñiga (2019).

https://www.dw.com/es/enr%C3%ADquez-ominami-la-izquierda-se-volvi%C3%B3-conservadora/a-47576032
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Just a few months after the premiere of the docu-
mentary Al fondo a la izquierda (“At the Back and to the 
Left”), on the initiative of me-o, around thirty political 
left-wing figures gathered in Puebla from July 12 to 14 
under the title “ProgresivaMente”.  Among them were 
former Colombian President Ernesto Samper, former Ec-
uadorian Foreign Minister Guillaume Long, and Chilean 
communist deputy Karol Cariola. There, the so-called 
Grupo Progresista Latinoamericano (Progressive Latin 
American Group) was founded as a “space for reflection 
and political exchange in Latin America” to curb the “ad-
vance of conservative right-wing” forces.26 Many other 
personalities quickly joined the original participants in 
the forum, which soon became known as the Grupo de 
Puebla. Except for Nicolás Maduro, all the politicians 
whom Enríquez-Ominami interviewed in his documen-
tary joined the group. As the group expanded, it began to 
meet twice a year. During the pandemic, meetings were 
held virtually.

3.2. Ideological Foundations

The Grupo de Puebla regularly draws attention with final 
statements at its meetings. In addition, in 2021, it adopted 
the so-called Manifiesto Progresista (Progressive Manifes-
to) as a kind of basic program. There are also numerous 
statements from its key figures. In particular, me-o grants 
interviews on behalf of the group. At least three consistent 
thematic axes can be identified.

26	 Qué es el Grupo de Puebla, el nuevo eje progresista de América Lati-
na al que apunta Alberto Fernández - Grupo de Puebla, (2019).

https://www.grupodepuebla.org/que-es-el-grupo-de-puebla-el-nuevo-eje-progresista-de-america-latina-al-que-apunta-alberto-fernandez/
https://www.grupodepuebla.org/que-es-el-grupo-de-puebla-el-nuevo-eje-progresista-de-america-latina-al-que-apunta-alberto-fernandez/
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3.2.1. Negotiations with the Venezuelan Regime

In his interviews, Marco Enríquez-Ominami repeatedly 
characterizes the Grupo de Puebla as the opposite pole to 
the Grupo de Lima (Lima Group).27 The latter was an alli-
ance of states that, since 2017, promoted international iso-
lation of the Maduro regime and a democratic opening in 
the Caribbean state. In contrast, the Grupo de Puebla called 
for the “need for dialogue in Venezuela.”28 This clear oppo-
sition to the Lima Group gave the Grupo de Puebla its iden-
tity from the beginning. To a certain extent, the demand for 
an indulgent attitude toward the Venezuelan regime is the 
cornerstone of the Grupo de Puebla, just as defending the 
Cuban dictatorship is for the Foro de São Paulo. The com-
muniqué from the 2023 gdp Meeting accuses internation-
ally recognized former interim Venezuelan President Juan 
Guaidó of “coup attempts”, while the communiqué from the 
2021 vii Meeting declares: “We support democracy in Ven-
ezuela and strongly reject interference attempts.”29 In 2023, 
me-o asserted on Chilean television that Nicolás Maduro 
was “the legitimate President of a country in democratic 
crisis.”30

This strongly Venezuela-focused attitude generated a 
kind of obsession within the Grupo de Puebla with the 
person of Luis Almagro, the Uruguayan Secretary Gen-
eral of the Organization of American States (oas). Since 
assuming office in 2015, Almagro has advocated for a con-
sistent stance against the Maduro regime. Alfredo Serrano 

27	 Usi (2021, March 11).
28	 Primer Encuentro. Puebla/México.
29	 Declaración de la vii Reunión del Grupo de Puebla (2021).
30	 Sin Filtros tv [YouTube] (2019).

https://www.dw.com/es/marco-enr%C3%ADquez-ominami-el-grupo-de-puebla-atiende-algo-de-lo-que-yo-mismo-he-sido-v%C3%ADctima-el-lawfare/a-56843474
https://www.grupodepuebla.org/encuentro-de-puebla/
https://www.grupodepuebla.org/declaracion-del-septimo-encuentro-del-grupo-de-puebla/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yzQPLGkqATk
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Mancilla remarks in an article in the newspaper Página 12 
and on the Grupo de Puebla’s website that the group’s in-
tention is to “end Almagro’s oas.”31 At the September 2023 
Grupo de Puebla Meeting, the book La oea en tiempos de 
Almagro (“The oas in Times of Almagro”), co-edited by 
clacso and celag, was presented. In it, Ernesto Samper, 
among others, accuses Almagro of defending “the status 
quo more than democracy” and demands the immediate 
resignation of the oas Secretary General.32 However, all 
this opposition to the oas as such, which me-o funda-
mentally denies legitimacy in its current form,33 does not 
prevent the Grupo de Puebla from demanding its inter-
vention if it serves the group’s political position. This was 
the case, for example, when much of the political right 
in Guatemala was reluctant to allow the democratically 
elected President, Bernardo Arévalo, to assume office in 
2023.34

The Grupo de Puebla extends its uncritical servility to-
ward the Venezuelan regime to other autocratic govern-
ments in the region. The Progressive Manifesto35 adopted 
by the Group in 2021 calls to “defend Cuba, Nicaragua, and 
Venezuela from aggressions and interferences by powers 
or third states.” At the 2023 Meeting of the Group, Carol 
Kariola, a Chilean deputy of the Communist Party and 
early militant of the Grupo de Puebla, denounced that 
Cuba and Venezuela were “subjugated peoples.” By this, 

31	 Serrano Mancilla (2021).
32	 Samper et al. (2023).
33	 Martínez (2021).
34	 Statement. El Grupo de Puebla propone la aplicación de la cláusula 

democrática de la oea en Guatemala (2023).
35	 Grupo de Puebla Progressive Manifesto (Manifiesto Progresista del 

Grupo de Puebla) (2021).

https://www.grupodepuebla.org/columna-por-que-el-grupo-de-lima-fue-de-mas-a-menos-y-el-grupo-de-puebla-de-menos-a-mas/
https://www.celag.org/publicacion/la-oea-en-tiempos-de-almagro/
https://www.elciudadano.com/entrevistas/marco-enriquez-ominami-fundador-del-grupo-de-puebla-este-es-un-grupo-que-tiene-dos-anos-y-medio-y-ya-esta-transformado-en-un-grupo-de-influencia-de-fuerza-de-cambio/12/28/
https://vo.mydplr.com/efdfc2fe42b7510727fa66f6ac0ee422-e66359f8831283af0e5fe1a63996272f
https://vo.mydplr.com/efdfc2fe42b7510727fa66f6ac0ee422-e66359f8831283af0e5fe1a63996272f
https://www.grupodepuebla.org/manifiestoprogresista/
https://www.grupodepuebla.org/manifiestoprogresista/
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she was not referring to subjugation by their respective re-
gimes, but exclusively to the economic sanctions imposed 
by the United States.

3.2.2. Combat Against the So-called Lawfare

Since the 2019 Meeting of the Grupo de Puebla, com-
bating so-called lawfare has been the second pillar of 
the group’s activism. This compound word of “law” and 
“warfare” is seen as “judicial warfare”, as stated in the 
communiqué of the first meeting in 2019. The founding 
of the subsidiary organization of Grupo de Puebla, the 
Consejo Latinoamericano para la Justicia y la Democra-
cia (Latin American Council for Justice and Democracy, 
clajud), is primarily dedicated to this issue. In a book on 
lawfare published by three Grupo de Puebla members, 
available on the Grupo de Puebla’s website, Larissa Ram-
ina and Carol Proner, members of clajud, define the 
term lawfare as follows:

In Latin America, we verify that sectors of the Ju-
diciary have been acting in a completely distorted 
manner from their original function, with the com-
plicity of hegemonic media to undermine power 
projects alternative to neoliberalism, as well as pro-
gressive leaderships. This phenomenon is conven-
tionally called judicial warfare or lawfare.36

This definition limits the concept of lawfare exclusive-
ly to investigations targeting left-wing politicians on the 
continent. Consequently, in the final declaration of the 

36	 Samper et al. (2023, p. 11).
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2023 Meeting of the Grupo de Puebla, examples of victims 
of this kind of “persecution” are cited, including Cristina 
Fernández de Kirchner (Argentina), Gustavo Petro (Co-
lombia), or Xiomara Castro (Honduras). Also portrayed 
as victims of lawfare are former Bolivian President Evo 
Morales, accused by the oas of electoral fraud, former 
Ecuadorian President Rafael Correa, sentenced to eight 
years in prison for corruption in his country, and former 
Peruvian President Pedro Castillo, who on December 7, 
2022, after an attempted self-coup, was removed by Par-
liament in a constitutional procedure. For the Grupo de 
Puebla, lawfare also threatens its own coordinator, Marco 
Enríquez-Ominami (Chile), President Lula da Silva (Bra-
zil), and former Spanish judge Baltasar Garzón, the main 
promoter of clajud. It is noteworthy that the lawfare nar-
rative was also recently adopted by Spanish Prime Minister 
Pedro Sánchez when he accused the opposition Popular 
Party of lawfare during the debate on amnesty for convict-
ed Catalan separatists.37 

It is striking that many members of the Grupo de Puebla 
are being investigated for various reasons (corruption, elec-
toral fraud, blackmail, etc.) or have even been convicted, 
which the entire group denounces as lawfare. Apart from 
the imprisoned former Peruvian President Pedro Castillo, 
none of the mentioned individuals are currently in pris-
on. In Cuba, Nicaragua, or Venezuela, however, members 
of the democratic opposition are in jail or systematically 
persecuted, prevented from exercising their political rights, 
or sent into exile. These blatant violations of all democratic 
principles are ignored or openly justified by the Grupo de 
Puebla. In this context, the deafening silence of the Grupo 

37	 González (2023).

https://www.elobservador.com.uy/nota/pedro-sanchez-se-queda-en-el-poder-con-una-trampa-de-cristina-kirchner-2023111195420
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de Puebla regarding the exclusion of María Corina Macha-
do from the presidential elections in Venezuela, confirmed 
in February 2024, resonates heavily.

3.2.3. Ambiguous Relationship with Democracy

In principle, the Grupo de Puebla uses the word democracy 
or democratic more frequently than the Foro de São Paulo. 
In close relation to this rhetoric, its followers refer to them-
selves as progressives rather than leftists or revolutionaries. 
The Progressive Manifiesto begins with moderate words:

As democratic and progressive citizens, gathered 
around the defense of the basic principles of freedom, 
equality, solidarity, sovereignty, and social justice, we 
declare our agreement in this Progressive Manifesto.38

However, in the same document, the “neoliberal mod-
el” is accused of weakening democracy. Similarly, there is a 
demand to defend democracy against the “aggressive con-
servative and neo-fascist nationalism.” In addition to the 
fact that the Grupo de Puebla only perceives democracy 
as threatened from the right, it is also attempting, like the 
Foro de São Paulo, to redefine the concept of democracy. 
The Progressive Manifiesto understands democracy as “a 
process to turn social relations of power inequality into 
bonds of shared authority,” and calls for advancing toward 
“participatory and radical democracies.” The 2023 Grupo 
de Puebla Meeting outcome document also calls for a “new 
democratic citizenship.” In an interview, me-o relativized 
the universal character of democracy by placing democracy 

38	 Manifiesto Progresista del Grupo de Puebla (2021).

https://www.grupodepuebla.org/manifiestoprogresista/
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challenges in the United States or Chile on the same level as 
in the “democratic model” in China (!): 

My model of democracy, a legislative, and liberal 
one, is close to Venezuela, and not far from Venezue-
la. I have observations about the Chinese democratic 
model, the American democratic model, the Chilean 
democratic model. Human rights violations con-
cern me in Chile and Venezuela. In both countries, it 
seems to me to be of utmost urgency.39

It is noteworthy that at the beginning of its existence, 
the Grupo de Puebla did not openly include particularly 
authoritarian representatives in its circle. While it has been 
spreading narratives acceptable to authoritarian states 
since its founding, no politicians from Cuba, Venezuela, 
or Nicaragua appeared in the early meetings. Until 2021, 
me-o claimed that there were no Venezuelan members in 
the group.40 In this way, in the eyes of some observers, it 
was initially possible to maintain an appearance of demo-
cratic moderation and, particularly in the case of Venezu-
ela, to give the impression of an honest broker by calling 
for “dialogue.” However, starting from the September 2023 
Meeting, due to the prominent role of Delcy Rodríguez 
(Venezuela) and Bruno Rodríguez (Cuba), this pretense 
can be considered abandoned. Jorge Rodríguez, one of 
Maduro’s strongmen as President of the National Assem-
bly of Venezuela, is now an official member of the Grupo 
de Puebla.

39	 Usi (2021).
40	 Usi (2021).

https://www.dw.com/es/marco-enr%C3%ADquez-ominami-el-grupo-de-puebla-atiende-algo-de-lo-que-yo-mismo-he-sido-v%C3%ADctima-el-lawfare/a-56843474
https://www.dw.com/es/marco-enr%C3%ADquez-ominami-el-grupo-de-puebla-atiende-algo-de-lo-que-yo-mismo-he-sido-v%C3%ADctima-el-lawfare/a-56843474
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3.3. Organization, Activities, and Funding

Regarding its organization, the Grupo de Puebla conscious-
ly takes a different path from the Foro de São Paulo. Polit-
ical parties and organizations as such cannot be members 
of the Grupo de Puebla. Instead, it currently consists of 62 
individuals from Latin America and Spain (see Annex 2). 
According to its coordinator, Enríquez-Ominami, the aim 
is to be “not just a think tank, but one of action.”41  This al-
lows the Grupo de Puebla to act more flexibly than the Foro 
de São Paulo, which depends on the consent of its mem-
ber organizations and has a reputation problem due to the 
formal membership of parties that support dictatorships. 
Prominent members of the Grupo de Puebla include the 
President of Bolivia, Luis Arce; his predecessor Evo Mo-
rales; former Spanish Prime Minister José Luis Rodríguez 
Zapatero; former Argentine President Alberto Fernández; 
Mexican Foreign Minister and former executive director of 
eclac, Alicia Bárcena; Brazilian Finance Minister Fernan-
do Haddad; President of the Mexican party morena, Mario 
Delgado; and former Spanish Minister of Equality and Po-
demos politician, Irene Montero.42

In addition, there is the so-called Grupo Parlamentar-
io Progresista Iberoamericano (Ibero-American Progres-
sive Parliamentary Group) as the parliamentary arm of 
the Grupo de Puebla, as well as its legal arm, the Consejo 
Latinoamericano de Justicia y Democracia (Latin Ameri-
can Council for Justice and Democracy, clajud), with an 
influential role played by Spanish former judge and polit-
ical activist Baltasar Garzón. Garzón gained international 

41	 Urreiztieta (2020).
42	 Grupo de Puebla. Founders (2021).

https://www.elmundo.es/internacional/2020/07/29/5f217294fc6c833a758b4645.html
https://www.grupodepuebla.org/fundadores
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recognition for his accusations against former Chilean dic-
tator Augusto Pinochet. He now works on various cases as a 
lawyer for individuals associated with the Maduro regime,43 
such as Nicolás Maduro’s son or Colombian businessman 
Alex Saab, who was extradited to Venezuela from the Unit-
ed States. In Spain, Garzón was sentenced in 2012 to eleven 
years of professional disqualification for resorting to unau-
thorized wiretaps during investigations. The former judge 
considers himself a victim of lawfare.

The Grupo de Puebla is led by a coordination council 
composed of me-o, Ernesto Samper, former Argentine Sec-
retary of Climate Change Cecilia Nicolini, and Brazilian 
lawyer Carol Proner. Meetings are usually held twice a year 
and remain the Grupo de Puebla’s most important forum. 
Each meeting adopts a final declaration. The group also pe-
riodically drafts communiqués on current political issues 
and publishes books through clajud.

Unlike the Foro de São Paulo, the Grupo de Puebla’s 
website appears more modern. Social media channels are 
used more strategically, which is also reflected in the nearly 
47,000 followers on Twitter/X (@ProgresaLatam) as of Jan-
uary 2024. The Grupo de Puebla is also significantly more 
active on Instagram than the Foro de São Paulo, with al-
most 13,000 followers. Additionally, it publishes a newslet-
ter three times a year with the most relevant information.

The Grupo de Puebla does not provide information 
on the funding of its activities. It seems to be using infra-
structure from Chile, for example, through the Fundación 
Progresa44, closely linked to the Progressive Party (Partido 

43	 Alberto News (Website). Hijo de Maduro utilizó bufete de Baltasar 
Garzón (2022).

44	 Fundación Progresa. Website.

https://albertonews.com/internacionales/ultima-hora-hijo-de-maduro-utilizo-bufete-de-baltasar-garzon-defensor-de-alex-saab-para-demandar-a-tamara-suju/
https://albertonews.com/internacionales/ultima-hora-hijo-de-maduro-utilizo-bufete-de-baltasar-garzon-defensor-de-alex-saab-para-demandar-a-tamara-suju/
https://www.fundacionprogresa.cl/
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Progresista) led by me-o. The Grupo de Puebla and the Fun-
dación Progresa are linked on their websites. Furthermore, 
both sites are surprisingly similar in structure, and the Fun-
dación Progresa acts as a co-organizer of Grupo de Puebla 
meetings.

The Group successfully seeks international support for 
its events. In 2023 alone, two important meetings were 
held outside the usual framework. With much fanfare and 
considerable economic expenditure, the Argentine govern-
ment hosted the Third World Human Rights Forum from 
March 20 to 24 in Buenos Aires. By using the logo of a local 
unesco center, an appearance of respectability and interna-
tional validity was projected. However, the protagonists of 
the events were the members of the Grupo de Puebla, who 
rejoiced in the grand stage to promote their agenda.

While Alberto Fernández, a Group member, celebrated 
in his inaugural speech that the protection of human rights 
in Argentina was a “matter of State,” Evo Morales applauded 
from the front row, just two days after criticizing the Inter-
national Criminal Court’s arrest warrant against his “broth-
er” Vladimir Putin and expressing solidarity against “polit-
ical accusations.”45 The centerpiece of the so-called Human 
Rights Forum was an “act of solidarity” from the Grupo de 
Puebla with Cristina Fernández de Kirchner, sentenced to 
six years in prison and a perpetual ban from holding any 
political office due to corruption. She is also a key figure in 
a clajud book presented on the occasion about the alleged 
lawfare against her.

The second example is the s&d Latin America Day46 
celebrated by the “Socialist and Democrat” caucus of the 

45	 Evo Morales (2023).
46	 s&d Latin America Day. Website.

https://twitter.com/evoespueblo/status/1636864958804754437?s=12&t=nIGp_VGOIZPo7I3A2KZRwQ
https://www.grupodepuebla.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/LAD_program.pdf
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European Parliament, along with the Grupo de Puebla and 
the German Social Democratic Foundation Friedrich Ebert 
(fes), on June 6, 2023, at the European Parliament in Brus-
sels, ahead of the eu-Latin America summit. Among oth-
ers, Ernesto Samper, Marco Enríquez-Ominami, and Ra-
fael Correa were included as speakers. The latter, criticized 
during his tenure as Ecuador’s President for persecuting 
political opponents and lack of freedom of expression, took 
the podium to complain about alleged lawfare against left-
wing politicians.

Politicians from the European social democratic left 
send greetings to the Grupo de Puebla. In 2023, Spanish 
Prime Minister Pedro Sánchez addressed participants at 
the Puebla summit. It remains a secret what exactly Sán-
chez meant when he thanked the Grupo de Puebla “for 
your fundamental contributions to achieving equality, 
prosperity, and social justice.”47 psoe mep Javier López 
Fernández was also present at the meeting in Puebla. Giv-
en the close links between the Grupo de Puebla and the 
psoe, it is not surprising that the Spanish government has 
vigorously pressed at the European level to review sanc-
tions against the Venezuelan regime.48 Conversely, the 
Spanish Prime Minister could repeatedly rely on favorable 
communiqués from the Grupo de Puebla and clajud. This 
occurred in the context of the amnesty granted to several 
separatist leaders by Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sán-
chez to secure his reelection.49

 

47	 Lozano (2023).
48	 Ibidem.
49	 Garzón (2023).

https://www.socialistsanddemocrats.eu/events/sd-group-latin-america-day-towards-new-eu-latin-america-progressive-agenda
https://www.grupodepuebla.org/columna-golpes-y-lawfare-por-baltasar-garzon/
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3.4. Conclusions

While the Foro de São Paulo boasts a solid political struc-
ture, the Grupo de Puebla functions as a coordinated 
group of activists. The Foro de São Paulo remains deeply 
entrenched in class struggle and anti-imperialist rheto-
ric; conversely, the Grupo de Puebla’s discourse initially 
appears more modern. However, beneath an increasingly 
worn veneer, the Grupo de Puebla’s orientation becomes 
apparent. The motto of the ix Meeting of the Grupo de 
Puebla in 2023, En unidad avanzamos (“In Unity We 
Move Forward”), encapsulates the group’s slogan. True to 
the trademark of the ‘pink galaxy’, unity signifies cooper-
ation between democratically legitimized political lead-
ers and representatives of dictatorships and autocracies 
accused of crimes against humanity. They shower each 
other with applause and identify common «neoliberal» 
adversaries.

Even though authoritarian regimes seem to play a less 
central role in the Grupo de Puebla than in the Foro de 
São Paulo, both organizations share a similar orientation. 
Despite a more modern packaging, the content remains 
the same.

4. Progressive International, the Global Network

In times of trouble, good friends can be relied upon. 
When Colombia’s leftist President Gustavo Petro was 
embroiled in domestic problems due to statements 
made by his son regarding alleged drug money during 
the electoral campaign, help was at hand. The Progres-
sive International (pi) coordinated an international call 
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for solidarity, accusing Petro’s opponents of attempting a 
“soft coup.” Blame for Petro’s political vulnerability was as-
signed elsewhere:

Less than a year into Petro’s government, the com-
bined institutional power of regulatory bodies, media 
conglomerates, and the country’s judiciary is being 
deployed to halt his reforms, intimidate his support-
ers, overthrow his leaders, and tarnish his image on 
the international stage.50

The statement also calls on “friends of democracy” to 
stand by Petro’s side. According to the PI’s portal, over four 
hundred individuals endorsed the call. Alongside well-
known leftist figures from around the world such as former 
Greek Finance Minister Yanis Varoufakis, French leftist 
politician Jean-Luc Mélenchon, and former British Labour 
leader Jeremy Corbyn, numerous representatives from Latin 
American parliaments and unions have joined. Examples in-
clude the aforementioned Zapatero, Samper, me-o, Correa, 
and the President of Brazil’s pt party, Gleisi Hoffmann.

4.1. Origin and history

The Progressive International emerged onto the political 
scene around the same time as the Grupo de Puebla. While 
its origins lie outside of Latin America, it quickly began dis-
playing notable activity in the subcontinent and integrated 
into the pink galaxy.

On September 13, 2018, former us Democratic presi-
dential candidate and independent senator Bernie Sanders 

50	 Progressive International. (2023).

https://www.elmundo.es/internacional/2023/10/23/6536caa9e4d4d84b048b4592.html
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published an article in the British newspaper The Guardian 
titled “A New Authoritarian Axis Demands a Progressive 
International Front.” Sanders sees the world in a “global 
struggle of enormous consequence” with “the future of the 
planet at stake.”51 In light of Donald Trump’s presidency in 
the United States, he identifies an international phalanx of 
right-wing authoritarian regimes. To combat this, he be-
lieves an “international progressive movement” is needed.

A few months later, Jane Sanders, wife of the former pres-
idential candidate, co-founded this movement alongside the 
Sanders Institute associated with the couple. Together with 
the Movement for Democracy in Europe (diem25), led by 
left-wing former Greek Finance Minister Yanis Varoufakis, 
on November 30, 2018, the Sanders Institute called on the 
“progressive forces” of the world to “unite, organize, and 
mobilize.”52 A dramatically charged presentation video53 of a 
new Progressive International reiterates Sanders’ text rheto-
ric and calls for an “own common front” of the “global left.”

On May 11, 2020, the Progressive International was 
formally founded as a platform of political parties, social 
movements and trade unions. The Progressive Internation-
al called for a world described with the words “democratic, 
decolonized, just, egalitarian, liberated, feminist, ecologi-
cal, peaceful, post-capitalist, prosperous, plural, and bound 
by radical love.”54 An initial summit titled “International-
ism or Extinction,” planned for Reykjavik (Iceland), had to 
be moved to the virtual space due to the pandemic. The 
keynote speaker was renowned American leftist intellectual 

51	 Sanders (2018).
52	 Dones (2018).
53	 diem25. (2018).
54	 Progressive International. Political Declaration (2020).

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/ng-interactive/2018/sep/13/bernie-sanders-international-progressive-front
https://sandersinstitutegathering.org/press-releases/it-is-time-for-progressives-of-the-world-to-unite-sanders-varoufakis-issue-open-call-for-new-global-movement/
https://sandersinstitutegathering.org/press-releases/it-is-time-for-progressives-of-the-world-to-unite-sanders-varoufakis-issue-open-call-for-new-global-movement/
https://progressive.international/declaration/en
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Noam Chomsky. From Latin America, participants from 
the outset included Fernando Haddad, former mayor of 
São Paulo and finance minister of Brazil, former Vice Presi-
dent of Bolivia Álvaro García Linera, former Brazilian For-
eign Minister Celso Amorim, and Rafael Correa (Ecuador).

4.2. Ideological Foundations

The Progressive International derives its orientation from 
a declaration of principles adopted in 2020, as well as from 
numerous communications and resolutions published after 
2020. The final declaration of the organization’s Congress 
held in Havana in 2023 is also relevant.55 Several conclu-
sions can be drawn regarding its fundamental principles.

4.2.1. «Eradication» of Capitalism  
and Other Radical Leftists Tenets

The Progressive International’s foundational 25-point dec-
laration is imbued with rhetoric of class struggle and liber-
ation, resonating with radical leftist ideals.56 The organiza-
tion persistently calls to “eradicate capitalism everywhere,” 
portraying capitalism as a “virus” inherently containing 
“exploitation, dispossession, and environmental destruc-
tion.” In the spirit of anti-imperialist internationalism, the 
Progressive International advocates for “unity through 
joint struggle” and a “planetary front with the strength 
to fight and win.” Its members see themselves as “peoples 
of the world rising up against the reactionary forces of 
authoritarian oligarchy.” Also, noteworthy is the demand 

55	 Stancil (2023).
56	 Progressive International. Political Declaration (2020).

https://www.commondreams.org/news/havana-declaration-just-world-economy
https://progressive.international/declaration/en


53

the pink galaxy

for “revolution, not regime change.” As “feminist policy”, 
it demands a break from the “binary gender structure” and 
calls to “break with the patriarchy.”

This extreme programmatic framework is particularly 
surprising given the Progressive International’s connec-
tions with left-leaning Democratic mainstream politicians 
such as Congresswoman Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez and 
Senator Bernie Sanders. 

4.2.2. Representatives of Authoritarian Regimes  
as Full-Fledged Members of the “Progressive” Movement

Despite the original promise to work against an interna-
tional authoritarian axis, the Progressive International does 
not apply the same standards to the left and right. In De-
cember 2023, the organization released a video produced 
with the American socialist magazine Jacobin, glorifying 
Cuba’s healthcare system and praising the export of doc-
tors to other countries as a selfless act.57 This overlooks in-
ternational expert reports that have labeled this practice as 
“modern slavery.” Consistent with the propaganda, the vid-
eo concludes with images of the late dictator Fidel Castro.58

The Progressive International’s accommodating attitude 
toward the Cuban dictatorship is also evident in the admis-
sion in 2023 of Mariela Castro Espín, a member of Cuba’s 
single-party National Assembly and daughter of Raúl Cas-
tro, to the organization’s Council. Simultaneously, Mônica 
Valente, executive secretary of the Foro de São Paulo, was 
admitted. The choice of Havana as the venue for its January 

57	 Jacobin (2023).
58	 ong: los médicos cubanos en el exterior están en «condiciones de es-

clavitud» (2022).

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jlS13ckhpsI
https://www.swissinfo.ch/spa/ong-los-m%c3%a9dicos-cubanos-en-el-exterior-est%c3%a1n-en-condiciones-de-esclavitud/47624706
https://www.swissinfo.ch/spa/ong-los-m%c3%a9dicos-cubanos-en-el-exterior-est%c3%a1n-en-condiciones-de-esclavitud/47624706
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2023 congress speaks for itself. While high-ranking Cuban 
government officials like Foreign Minister Bruno Rodrí-
guez were warmly welcomed, there were no critical inter-
ventions toward the Cuban dictatorship. Instead, the focus 
was put on celebrating the “legacy of anti-colonial strug-
gle,” calling for a revival of the Non-Aligned Movement, 
or praising the lessons of the Cuban Revolution as inspira-
tion “to transform the international system in the broadest 
sense.”

4.2.3. Ambivalent Relationship with Democracy

Democracy plays, at best, a subordinate role in the pi’s pro-
paganda. The word democratic appears only once in the 
25-point declaration of principles, and is notably absent 
from the final declaration of the 2023 Congress held in 
Havana. Nonetheless, the importance of elections as steps 
toward “building popular power on a global scale” is ac-
knowledged.

The pi’s political statement does not include a general 
condemnation of violent and anti-democratic regime over-
throws. It simply states, “We oppose attempts to overthrow 
regimes to protect capital interests and advance imperial 
agendas.” Conversely, one could interpret this as: if a coup 
serves to implement the tenets of the Progressive Interna-
tional, it does not fall into the category of morally condem-
nable coups. This ambiguous attitude fits perfectly with the 
aforementioned pink galaxy hallmark.

4.3. Organization, Activities, and Funding

Unlike the Foro de São Paulo, whose membership is limited 
to political organizations, and the Grupo de Puebla, which 
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gathers individuals the Progressive International includes, 
according to its political declaration, “unions, parties, move-
ments, publications, research centers, neighborhood asso-
ciations, and individual activists in their solitary struggle” 
as members. Their website lists 76 member organizations 
from around the world. In Latin America, these include the 
Convergencia Social (“Social Convergence”) party, which is 
part of the government of Chilean President Gabriel Boric, 
the Libertad y Refundación (“Liberty and Refoundation”, 
libre) party of Honduran President Xiomara Castro, the 
leftist Frente Amplio (“Broad Front”) party in Costa Rica, 
and the Movimiento Semilla (“Seed Movement”), the par-
ty of Guatemalan President Bernardo Arévalo. Numerous 
unions from the region, the Movimiento Brasileño de los 
Sin Tierra (“Brazilian Landless Workers’ Movement”), and 
clacso (see next chapter) are also part of the Progressive 
International. Additionally, the Democratic Socialists of 
America (dsa) participate.

The Progressive International has a ten-member cabinet, 
headed by General Coordinator David Adler, responsible 
for planning the organization’s activities. There is also a 
large Advisory Council,59 which includes 66 left-wing in-
dividuals from around the world. While this body has new 
members since 2023, previous members are still listed on 
the website. In addition to the aforementioned individuals, 
the Advisory Council includes or has included recognized 
actors such as John Cusack and Gael García Bernal. The 
latter portrayed Ché Guevara in the Hollywood movie “The 
Motorcycle Diaries.”

The Progressive International places great importance 
on being funded solely by its members and not accepting 

59	 Council Progressive International. Website

https://progressive.international/council/
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corporate donations. The declaration of principles states: 
“We fund our activities exclusively through donations and 
member contributions. We do not accept money from 
for-profit institutions and the representatives of fossil fuel 
companies, pharmaceutical companies, big tech compa-
nies, big banks, private equity firms, hedge funds, agribusi-
nesses, and the arms industry.” They encourage donations 
on their website.

Furthermore, numerous items are sold in a virtual store, 
including campaign posters, for example, with the message 
“Allende lives” in memory of the former Chilean socialist 
President. Stickers of various “legendary figures from our 
struggle for a better world,” including Fidel Castro, the Span-
ish communist and Stalin admirer Dolores Ibárruri (known 
as “La Pasionaria”), Karl Marx, or Vladimir Lenin, can be 
purchased for ten US dollars each.60 The Progressive Inter-
national places great importance on aggressive marketing. 
They send out weekly newsletters and special editions ask-
ing subscribers to collaborate and contribute. According to 
the declaration of principles, there are no fixed membership 
fees, and everyone should contribute what they can. Col-
laboration with other organizations is common. One such 
partner is the German Rosa Luxemburg Foundation.61

According to their statements, the pi General Coordi-
nator, David Adler (usa), has worked, among other things, 
as a foreign policy advisor to us Senator Bernie Sanders 
and the diem-25 movement of Yanis Varoufakis. As a guest 
commentator, he has written for The Guardian, New States-
man, and the American socialist magazine Jacobin. In The 
Guardian, Adler celebrated, among other things, the first 

60	 Progressive International. Website
61	 Progressive International. Rosa-Luxemburg-Stiftung (2023).

https://progressive.international/council/
https://www.rosalux.de/en/news/id/50746/the-south-north-dialogue#:~:text=On%2017%20July%202023%2C%20over%2030%20delegates%20from,on%20both%20sides%20of%20the%20deepening%20geopolitical%20divide.
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Chilean Constitution project identified with the left, which 
was overwhelmingly rejected in a referendum in Septem-
ber 2022, as “a visionary document that would not only up-
date, expand and advance Chileans’ basic rights – to health, 
housing, abortion, decent work and a habitable planet – but 
also set a new standard for democratic renewal.”62 The Unit-
ed States, whose democratic identity he at least questions, 
should take this example. For the pi General Coordinator, 
the draft constitutes a document that “finally turns Chile 
in a full democracy.” Adler, who is a Spanish speaker, trav-
els extensively throughout Latin America. For example, he 
participated in the ix Meeting of the Grupo de Puebla in 
Mexico and accompanied progressive us Democratic rep-
resentatives Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, Nydia Velázquez, 
Maxwell Frost, Joaquin Castro, and Greg Casar on a trip to 
Brazil, Chile, and Colombia in August 2023, which included 
interviews with high-ranking government representatives.63

The Progressive International has a website in multiple 
languages and a very active presence on various social media 
platforms. On Twitter/X (@ProgIntl) it has nearly 137,000 
followers; its Spanish version (@ProgIntl_ES) has almost 
19,500 (January 2024). It has 50,000 followers on Instagram.

4.4. Conclusions

In Latin America, the Progressive International essentially 
relies on the same group of actors as the Grupo de Puebla 
and the Foro de São Paulo. It constitutes an important in-
ternational link between these forces and leftist circles in 

62	 Adler (2022).
63	 Progressive Dems Visit Latin America Seeking «New Path» After De-

cades of u.s. Interference (2013).

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2022/jul/28/chile-updating-constitution-us-should-follow
https://www.democracynow.org/2023/8/30/progressive_codel_latin_america_greg_casar
https://www.democracynow.org/2023/8/30/progressive_codel_latin_america_greg_casar
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the United States. It follows a marked anti-capitalist course 
filled with historical references to the rhetoric of the Non-
Aligned Movement and anti-colonial liberation struggle. In 
particular, it criticizes actions by the United States. The ex-
pansion of liberal democracy is not one of the Progressive 
International’s main objectives. Therefore, the organization 
fits perfectly into Latin America’s pink galaxy and the char-
acteristic collaboration between authoritarian and demo-
cratic leftists of its hallmark.

In the text mentioned at the beginning, Bernie Sand-
ers rightly criticized “hostility toward democratic norms, 
antagonism toward a free press, intolerance toward ethnic 
and religious minorities” as characteristics of right-wing 
authoritarian regimes. However, if the left’s response to this 
is to use the Progressive International to celebrate author-
itarian regimes like Cuba, to which all of this also applies, 
the organization loses all credibility.

5. clacso, The Academic Voice

On January 26, 2023, Karina Batthyány, Executive Director 
of the Consejo Latinoamericano de Ciencias Sociales (Latin 
American Council of Social Sciences, clacso), was admit-
ted to the Academy of Sciences of Cuba. The Uruguayan 
scholar expressed gratitude for this acceptance, describing 
it as an “tremendous honor.” At the same time, in a country 
with universities aligned with the regime and lacking aca-
demic freedom, Batthyány asserted: “We are united by open, 
critical scientific knowledge with social impact.”64 During 
her time in Havana, the director of clacso also attended 

64	 Batthyány (2023a).

https://twitter.com/kbatthyany/status/1618795927850074112
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a meeting of the Progressive International, shared a pho-
tograph with Cuban dictator Miguel Díaz-Canel on Twit-
ter/X,65 and received an award from the “prestigious” Uni-
versity of Havana. Publicly, she did not utter a single word 
about the repression of research and education in Cuba.

5.1. Origins and history

This closeness to Cuba is not new. clacso is an interna-
tional non-governmental organization founded in 1967 
with associate status at unesco. Since its inception, Cuba 
has strategically maintained a presence within the organi-
zation and its leadership positions. From then on, clacso 
became an integral part of the Castro dictatorship’s efforts 
to “portray Cuba as an international ally in cultural, educa-
tional, and governmental matters.”66 and thus lend interna-
tional legitimacy to the regime. However, in the 1970s and 
1980s, clacso also played an important and internation-
ally recognized role as a refuge for academics persecuted 
by military dictatorships. It even received support from the 
u.s. government.67

Since the 2000s, clacso has firmly stood by the Cuban 
dictatorship. In 2003, the so-called Black Spring (Primavera 
Negra) occurred, during which dozens of opposition activ-
ists fell victim to a wave of arrests and repression. Shortly 
thereafter, clacso held its Congress in Havana. Without 
expressing any empathy for the victims of persecution, it 
willingly echoed the regime’s propaganda.68 The last four 

65	 Batthyány (2023b).
66	 ¿Qué se esconde tras la anuencia de clacso hacia Cuba? (2023).
67	 Stavenhagen (2014).
68	 ¿Qué se esconde tras la anuencia de clacso hacia Cuba? (2023).

https://twitter.com/kbatthyany/status/1619683356991700992
https://www.olacademica.org/nota-de-prensa-106
https://www.scielo.org.mx/scielo.php?script=sci_arttext&pid=S0188-76532014000100001
https://www.olacademica.org/nota-de-prensa-106
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executive directors of clacso were Atilio Borón (Argen-
tina, 1997-2006), Emir Sader (Brazil, 2006-2012), Pablo 
Gentili (Argentina, 2012-2018), and, since 2018, Karina 
Batthyány (Uruguay). All four share positions aligned with 
authoritarian left-wing ideology. Borón remains one of the 
most notorious defenders of the Cuban dictatorship in ac-
ademic circles, while Sader seeks to present himself in the 
public arena as a combative Marxist intellectual. Gentili, 
who now holds a senior position at the Corporación An-
dina de Fomento (caf), a Latin American Bank, worked 
as an advisor to Pablo Iglesias,69 former leader of the left-
wing Spanish Podemos party, and described members of 
the Grupo de Puebla as “immense figures illuminating the 
future of a Latin America that builds dreams of freedom, 
justice, and equality.”70

5.2. Ideological Basis

As a nominally academic organization, clacso does not 
have foundational documents like the Foro de São Paulo, 
the Grupo de Puebla, or the Progressive International. The 
organization sets forth ten fairly general objectives, includ-
ing “promoting social research for [...] strengthening human 
rights and democratic participation” or “stimulating the de-
velopment and strengthening [...] of critical thinking in the 
poorest countries of Latin America and the Caribbean.”71

However, even a cursory study of clacso’s numerous 
texts and statements clearly reveals its left-wing political 
orientation. This applies to clacso’s Twitter/X account and 

69	 Pablo Gentili, el pijo argentino que domó a Pablo Iglesias (2019).
70	 Gentili (2023).
71	 clacso. Website.

https://www.elmundo.es/loc/famosos/2019/07/06/5d1dfed721efa02e738b4615.html
https://twitter.com/pablogentili/status/1733842897550573876
https://www.clacso.org/
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that of its general director, encompasses the communiqués 
of the numerous working groups published on the insti-
tutional website, and applies to the topics of seminars and 
publications.

5.2.1. Clear Alignment with Authoritarian Left

Far from the academic image it portrays, clacso stands 
out for its left-wing political activism, which questions its 
purported goals of promoting democratic participation 
and critical thinking.72 Clear indications of this are evident 
in the weblink on clacso’s homepage to the Foro de São 
Paulo website and the membership of clacso in the Pro-
gressive International. Furthermore, the multiple working 
groups of the organization play a special role, often ex-
pressing themselves politically in explicitly activist terms 
far from academic vocabulary.

In November 2022, the “Critical Studies of Rural De-
velopment” working group asserted that the opposition in 
Bolivia was planning a “coup” and accused the “Bolivian 
right” of “fascist and neo-Nazi violence.”73 In May 2021, 
the “Processes and Participatory Methodologies” working 
group expressed solidarity with the Colombian people in 
their struggle against “neoliberal measures imposed by the 
government of Iván Duque, measures that undermine the 
‘good living’ and its essential basic elements.”74 The social 
unrest and violence in Chile in 2019 were welcomed by the 
“Latin American Left” working group in November 2019: 

72	 Chaguaceda (2023a).
73	 Grupo de Trabajo clacso Estudios críticos del desarrollo rural (2022).
74	 Grupo de Trabajo clacso Procesos y metodologías participativas 

(2021).

https://dialogopolitico.org/debates/clacso-agenda-politica/
https://www.clacso.org/en/comunicado-frente-a-los-intentos-de-golpe-de-estado-en-bolivia/
https://www.clacso.org/declaracion-ante-la-grave-situacion-de-colombia/
https://www.clacso.org/declaracion-ante-la-grave-situacion-de-colombia/
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“We celebrate the broad and transversal popular rebellion 
that has kept Chilean society in motion for the past fifteen 
days and the various forms in which street struggles is ex-
pressed” against the “effects of neoliberalism.”75 The “Col-
lective Memories and Practices of Resistance” working 
group expressed solidarity with the “legitimate and mas-
sive popular uprising” against “the brutal escalation of state 
repression ordered by Chilean President Sebastián Piñera” 
and “the atrocious exclusionary policies of neoliberalism.”76

Simultaneously, the various working groups repeatedly 
express solidarity with authoritarian regimes in the region. 
For instance, in a “Communiqué in Defense of Venezue-
la Against u.s. Aggressions,”77 published in April 2020, the 
“Legal Criticism and Sociopolitical Conflicts” working 
group criticized u.s. sanctions against Venezuela as “war 
by another name.” Similarly, the working group praises the 
Venezuelan regime, asserting that the “Bolivarian model 
has sought to be a counter-hegemonic alternative to trans-
national interests.” When u.s. President Donald Trump 
raised the possibility of military intervention in Venezuela 
in 2017, clacso’s executive secretary immediately respond-
ed with a statement backing Venezuela and declaring: “The 
time has come to put an end to u.s. interference in our in-
ternal affairs.”78 This led Nicolás Maduro to publicly thank 
clacso for their support, and praise the “courage of a group 
of Latin American intellectuals.”79

75	 Grupo de Trabajo clacso Izquierdas Latinoamericanas (2019).
76	 Grupo de Trabajo clasco Memorias colectivas y prácticas de resisten-

cia (2019).
77	 Grupo de Trabajo clasco Crítica Jurídica y conflictos sociopolíticos 

(2020).
78	 clasco, Secretariado Ejecutivo (2017).
79	 Bolivar (2017).

https://www.clacso.org/declaracion-del-grupo-de-trabajo-clacso-izquierdas-latinoamericanas-sobre-represion-en-chile/
https://www.clacso.org/declaracion-del-grupo-de-trabajo-clacso-memorias-colectivas-y-practicas-de-resistencia/
https://www.clacso.org/declaracion-del-grupo-de-trabajo-clacso-memorias-colectivas-y-practicas-de-resistencia/
https://www.clacso.org/comunicado-del-grupo-de-trabajo-critica-juridica-y-conflictos-sociopoliticos-en-defensa-de-venezuela-contra-las-agesiones-de-eeuu/
https://www.clacso.org/comunicado-del-grupo-de-trabajo-critica-juridica-y-conflictos-sociopoliticos-en-defensa-de-venezuela-contra-las-agesiones-de-eeuu/
https://www.iade.org.ar/noticias/contra-la-amenaza-de-intervencion-militar-estadounidense-en-venezuela-en-defensa-de-la
http://www.minci.gob.ve/presidente-valoro-declaracion-clacso-solidaridad-venezuela/


63

the pink galaxy

In July 2021, the “Studies on the United States” working 
group also published a “Declaration in Support and Solidar-
ity with the Cuban People in the Face of Recent Provocative 
and Interfering Actions against the Cuban Revolution,” ac-
cusing the U.S. of “cynically and perversely” spreading “lies 
and slanders” that “seek to ignore and distort the massive 
popular will.”80

5.2.2. Academic Publications Serving an Ideological Agenda 

In April 2023, clacso published the volume Crisis políti-
ca, autoritarismo y democracia. Miradas latinoamericanas 
(“Political Crisis, Authoritarianism, and Democracy: Latin 
American Perspectives”.)81 About a dozen academics there 
claim that democratic governments of the center-right are 
supposedly restricting academic freedom, while portraying 
Cuba and Venezuela as victims of imperialism. The title of 
the article on Venezuela, Impacto de la guerra económica 
(“Impact of Economic Warfare”), is indicative of how the 
entire book serves as an example of a seemingly 

Particularly noteworthy is the fact that these types of 
publications are often funded by European taxpayers. In the 
case of the aforementioned book, funding came from the 
state-owned Swedish Agency for International Develop-
ment Cooperation (sida). With this funding, clacso has 
also published the anti-American volume Estados Unidos 
- Miradas críticas desde Nuestra América (“United States: 
Critical Perspectives from Our America”), or the aforemen-
tioned La oea en tiempos de Almagro (“The oas in Times 

80	 clasco Working Group on Studies on the United States (2021).
81	 Salinas Figueredo y Torres-Ruiz (2023).

https://www.clacso.org/declaracion-en-apoyo-y-solidaridad-con-el-pueblo-cubano-ante-la-reciente-accion-provocadora-e-injerencista-contra-la-revolucion-cubana/
https://www.clacso.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Crisis-politica-autoritarismo.pdf
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of Almagro”), with a prologue by Ernesto Samper.82 clac-
so also publishes studies from Grupo de Puebla circles on 
the topic of lawfare. Furthermore, since 2022, with fund-
ing from the Dutch Transnational Institute, clacso has 
published books by former Bolivian Vice President Álva-
ro García Linera.83 Searching for the term “neoliberalism” 
on the clacso website yields almost 2,500 hits (January 
2024).84

5.3. Critique on CLACSO’s Political Activism

The unilateral political activism of this academic associ-
ation was repeatedly criticized in vain. On July 18, 2021, 
numerous Latin American academics addressed donors 
and partners of clacso with an appeal published on the 
change.org platform. According to the signatories, a com-
muniqué from clacso’s executive committee on protests 
in Cuba showed solidarity not with the oppressed people, 
but with the repressive state.85 Among other things, clacso 
was accused of maintaining “a complicit position with the 
most recent actions of the Cuban State, turning the uni-
versal rights of individuals into a mere tactical matter that 

82	 clacso’s description of the book reads: “The book reviews Almagro’s 
actions in episodes such as the coup d’état in Bolivia; the blockade 
against Venezuela and the legitimization of self-appointed Govern-
ment of Juan Guaidó; support for the repression of social protests in 
Chile, Colombia, or Peru; interests and abuses in supposed humanitar-
ian missions; backing for judicial persecution against Rafael Correa, or 
interference in the autonomy of the Inter-American Court of Human 
Rights. See also ‘The oas in Times of Almagro’ (2023).”

83	 clacso Publications (2022).
84	 clacso. Web search: «neoliberalismo».
85	 Pronunciamiento frente a la campaña de manipulación contra Cuba 

(2021).

https://www.clacso.org/publicaciones/
https://biblioteca-repositorio.clacso.edu.ar/simple-search?query=neoliberalismo
https://www.clacso.org/pronunciamiento-frente-a-la-campana-de-manipulacion-contra-cuba/
https://www.clacso.org/pronunciamiento-frente-a-la-campana-de-manipulacion-contra-cuba/
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changes according to who violates them.”86 The authors of 
the appeal called on clacso to correct its stance on the Cu-
ban government, which they argue contradicts the organi-
zation´s founding principles.

In 2017, deans from several universities in Venezuela 
criticized a statement from clacso’s executive commit-
tee that unilaterally criticized Luis Almagro’s oas and the 
United States. Regarding the latter, the statement said, “We 
condemn external interference in Venezuela, particular-
ly that exerted by the u.s. government with its persistent 
and now renewed colonial and imperial ambitions over the 
region.”87 Not a single critical word was mentioned about 
the authoritarian Maduro regime. In their response to the 
statement, the academics not only highlighted systematic 
human rights abuses in Venezuela but also criticized the ex-
ecutive committee for unilaterally ignoring massive Cuban 
interference in the country’s internal affairs.88

5.4. Organization, Activities, and Funding

clacso is today the largest association of research centers 
in social sciences in Latin America. According to its own 
information, the organization brings together 883 research 
centers in the field of social sciences and humanities across 
56 countries in Latin America and other continents.89 The 
list of clacso members90 includes prestigious academic 

86	 Noce (2021).
87	 clacso [Facebook] (2017).
88	 Universitarios responden al pronunciamiento de clacso respecto a crisis 

venezolana (2017).
89	 clacso. Brochure (2023).
90	 clacso. Centros miembros plenos, centros miembros asociados y or-

ganizaciones vinculadas. Website.

https://www.change.org/p/instituciones-donantes-y-contrapartes-de-clacso-carta-a-entidades-donantes-y-contrapartes-de-clacso-por-declaraci%C3%B3n-sobre-cuba?source_location=topic_page
https://es-la.facebook.com/CLACSO.Oficial/posts/1264881723609684/
https://www.lapatilla.com/2017/06/06/universitarios-responden-al-pronunciamiento-de-clasco-respecto-a-crisis-venezolana/
https://www.lapatilla.com/2017/06/06/universitarios-responden-al-pronunciamiento-de-clasco-respecto-a-crisis-venezolana/
https://www.clacso.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Folleto-ESP-2023.pdf
https://www.clacso.org/institucional/centros-asociados/
https://www.clacso.org/institucional/centros-asociados/
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institutions such as the Latin American Institute of the Uni-
versity of Brasília, the Center for Studies of Conflict and 
Social Cohesion (Centro de Estudios de Conflicto y Cohesión 
Social) of the University of Chile, or the “Center for Re-
search on Social Dynamics” (Centro de Investigaciones sobre 
Dinámica Social) of the Externado University of Colombia. 
The clacso website also mentions numerous associated re-
search institutions in countries outside of Latin America, 
including the Ibero-American Institute - Prussian Cultural 
Heritage Foundation in Berlin (Iberoamerikanisches Insti-
tut – Stiftung Preussischer Kulturbesitz), the Ibero-Ameri-
can Institute at the University of Salamanca, and the De-
partment of International Relations at San Francisco State 
University.

All member institutions pay membership fees. The ex-
ception to this rule is Cuban institutions, which are allowed 
to participate in clacso free of charge.91 According to in-
formation from 2020, Cuba was the sixth country with the 
most members, with 33 institutions, significantly dispro-
portionate compared to its population. In all internal elec-
toral processes, these institutions aligned with the interests 
of the Cuban dictatorship vote as a bloc. In doing so, they 
grant Cuba disproportionate influence, for example, in the 
election of the executive director, which in turn requires 
expressing special loyalty to Cuba.92 

clacso has a wide circle of sponsors. As already men-
tioned, activities are generously supported by taxpayer funds, 
especially from Northern European countries. The Swedish 
development agency sida concluded a three-year coopera-
tion agreement with clacso on September 29, 2022, three 

91	 ¿Qué se esconde tras la anuencia de clacso hacia Cuba? (2023).
92	 Ibidem.

https://www.olacademica.org/nota-de-prensa-106
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weeks before the swearing-in of center-right Prime Minister 
Ulf Kristersson.93 sida not only sponsors numerous clacso 
publications but also the “Info clacso” newsletter.94 The 
French development agency afd also recently signed an 
agreement with clacso. Its activities are also financed by 
state development agencies from Spain95 or Norway.96 Re-
garding the U.S. state development agency usaid, clacso 
prefers to write critically. In 2012, along with the German 
Rosa Luxemburg Foundation (rls), clacso published a 
book accusing u.s. development aid of representing a “dom-
ination strategy.”97 In addition to the rls,98 there has also 
been cooperation with the Friedrich Ebert Foundation,99 the 
ngo Oxfam,100 and numerous specialized un organizations 
such as eclac, un Women,101 and unicef.102 For Pedrosa, 
one of the reasons for this continuous funding of clacso 
is its historical function as a refuge against dictatorships.103

Every year, clacso holds numerous seminars and train-
ing courses, maintains scholarship programs, and com-
municates professionally through various social media 
platforms. The Twitter/X account (@_clacso) has almost 
75,000 followers, and the Instagram account has around 
103,000 followers (January 2024).

93	 clacso [X] (2022).
94	 clacso [X] (2023).
95	 clacso [X] (2023b).
96	 clacso. Concurso de Becas (2014).
97	 Zibechi et al. (2012).
98	 clacso [X], (2023c).
99	 clacso [X] (2023d).
100	 clacso [X] (2023e).
101	 clacso [X] (2023f).
102	 clacso [X] (2023g).
103	 Pedrosa (2023a, p. 16).

https://twitter.com/_CLACSO/status/1575519270993215488?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1575519270993215488%7Ctwgr%5E1228709398dc63da8b3d0a14f83cd78e36ae81c8%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.clacso.org%2Facuerdo-de-cooperacion-con-asdi%2F
https://twitter.com/_CLACSO/status/1729945409332584923
https://twitter.com/_CLACSO/status/1720833347998355871
https://www.clacso.org.ar/concursos_convocatorias/concursos_convocatorias_detalle_anteriores.php?id_convocatorias=36
https://biblioteca-repositorio.clacso.edu.ar/libreria_cm_archivos/pdf_1254.pdf
https://twitter.com/_CLACSO/status/1723038151592096155
https://twitter.com/_CLACSO/status/1736491510139412603
https://twitter.com/_CLACSO/status/1736431061435904419
https://twitter.com/_CLACSO/status/1733547123373736241
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The aforementioned working groups play a special role in 
the clacso universe. According to the organization, these 
are interdisciplinary networks of researchers from around 
the world exchanging ideas on a relevant social theme or 
problem for the region. Currently (period 2023-2025), there 
are 87 clacso working groups with 4,584 members from 
44 countries. They are divided into 21 main thematic cate-
gories.104 Some working group names immediately indicate 
their ideological orientation: “Universities and Depatriar-
chalization,” “Anti-capitalisms and Emerging Sociabilities,” 
“History and Conjuncture: Marxist Perspectives,” “Lefts 
and Social Struggles in Latin America,” or “Marxisms and 
Resistances of the Global South.”

Working groups are the heart and soul of clacso. They 
regularly organize work meetings, events, publications, and 
issue statements on various political topics. The formation 
of a working group must be applied for a three-year peri-
od and then approved by the executive secretariat. In other 
words, the working groups do not emerge out of nowhere 
and without the consent of the organizational structure. 
The publications and communiqués of these groups are 
published on the clacso website and bear the organiza-
tion’s logo.

5.5. Conclusions

Due to its relevance and fundraising capacity, clacso holds 
a special place within the pink galaxy. As clearly shown 
by the list of publications, the content of communiqués, 
seminar topics, and high-ranking officials’ declarations, 
any academic pretense is sacrificed in favor of a clear and 

104	 clacso. Website.

https://www.clacso.org.ar
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authoritarian left-wing ideological agenda. In its current 
form, clacso is a political actor, at least at the leadership 
level, and serves as a haven for authoritarian left-wing 
thinkers and politicians who want to give an academic 
touch to their positions. Given clacso’s constant and ob-
vious legitimization of authoritarian regimes, it is surpris-
ing how much financial support it is able to garner from 
European democracies in particular and how many serious 
think tanks maintain their membership in the organization. 

6. Other Actors in the Pink Galaxy

The pink galaxy is constantly able to produce new stars. 
Some fade quickly, while others endure. In some cases, in-
ternational institutions that do not actually belong to the 
pink environment are ideologically drawn into that orbit 
by placing allied individuals in key positions. Other inter-
national institutions were founded with a clear ideological 
mandate. The following is a list of some of the planets that 
also belong to the pink galaxy.

Another area of academic resonance for the left-wing 
authoritarian agenda is the Latin American Strategic Cen-
ter for Geopolitics (Centro Estratégico Latinoamericano de 
Geopolítica - celag), also a member of clacso. Founded 
in 2014, it aims to analyze “political, economic, and cultur-
al phenomena in Latin America.” celag, along with the 
Grupo de Puebla, clajud, and elag (see below), edited the 
book Objetivo Cristina. El lawfare contra la democracia en 
Argentina (“Objective Cristina: Lawfare Against Democ-
racy in Argentina”). Together with clacso, they financed 
the aforementioned book on the oas under Almagro, fund-
ed by the Swedish government agency sida. celag also 
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organizes events with members of the Grupo de Puebla, for 
example, on March 6, 2024, at the former Mexican presi-
dential palace “Los Pinos”, now converted into a state cul-
tural center,105 on the topic “The Role of the Media in Latin 
America.” This roundtable, attended by Rafael Correa, for-
mer Ecuadorian Parliament President Gabriela Rivadene-
ira, and me-o, denounced the lack of media pluralism in 
Latin America to the detriment of the left.106 The director 
of celag is the Spanish academic Alfredo Serrano Mancil-
la, author of numerous books on Latin American left-wing 
politics. On the celag website, Serrano also boasts of his 
role as a correspondent on Russia Today (rt). The deputy 
executive director is Gabriela Montaño, former Minister of 
Health of Bolivia during Evo Morales’ government and a 
parliamentarian for the mas party, a member organization 
of the Foro de São Paulo. The Advisory Council of celag 
includes Rafael Correa, Álvaro García Linera, Telesur di-
rector Patricia Villegas, Gabriel Boric’s government spokes-
person Camila Vallejo, and two former clacso directors, 
Atilio Borón and Emir Sader.107

Closely related to celag is the School of Latin American 
and Global Studies (Escuela de Estudios Latinoamericanos 
y Globales -elag). According to its own statements, it is “a 
platform for debate, training, analysis, and research on ma-
jor issues of the public agenda in Latin America and the 
world” from a “progressive” perspective.108 elag also pro-
duces publications and offers courses. The “academic coun-
cil” of elag includes Grupo de Puebla members Dilma 

105	 Centro Estratégico Latinoamericano de Geopolítica (celag). Website.
106	 Complejo Cultural Los Pinos [X].
107	 celag. Pensando Latinoamérica (2022).
108	 elag. Website.

https://www.celag.org/
https://twitter.com/CC_LosPinos/status/1765532113703501950
https://www.celag.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/presentacion-celag-09-16-2022.pdf
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Rousseff, Carol Proner, Álvaro García-Linera, Celso Am-
orim, Guillaume Long, and former clacso director Pablo 
Gentili. The elag website lists speakers such as Grupo de 
Puebla members Alicia Bárcena, José Luis Zapatero, and 
Ernesto Samper, among others.109 elag publishes books 
from the Grupo de Puebla on the topic of lawfare.

The narratives of left-wing populism also received sup-
port with the founding of the International Feminista 
(Feminist International, if) in Mexico City on April 1, 2023. 
Among the approximately 50 participants were the then 
Spanish Minister of Equality Irene Montero (Podemos); 
the communist mayor of Santiago de Chile, Irací Hassler; 
the then partner of Chilean President Gabriel Boric and 
former sociocultural director of the Chilean presidency, 
Irina Karamanos; the Minister of the Presidency of Boliv-
ia, María Nela Prada; and the mayor of Mexico City and 
presidential candidate of Morena, Claudia Sheinbaum. The 
founding manifesto distributed enthusiastically by these 
women explicitly calls for the “transformation, eradication 
and overcoming” of “patriarchy and capitalism.” Shortly 
thereafter, a statement followed calling for an end to the 
“media and political persecution” against Cristina Fernán-
dez de Kirchner. The IF also participated with a delegation 
in the ix Meeting of the Grupo de Puebla.110

The pink galaxy would be incomplete without also men-
tioning the international organizations that, although they 
have lost much influence since the pink tide, still play a 
role. Among them are the Unión de Naciones Sudamerica-
nas (Union of South American Nations, unasur),111 which 

109	 elag, docentes y expositores/as. Website.
110	 Internacional Feminista [X] (2023).
111	 Pedrosa (2023b).

https://americalatina.global/docentes/
https://twitter.com/IntFeministaIF/status/1708524339132346767
https://dialogopolitico.org/debates/unasur-segundas-partes-nunca-buenas/
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is in the process of reactivation and whose Secretary Gen-
eral from 2014 to 2017 was Ernesto Samper, as well as the 
Alianza Bolivariana para los Pueblos de Nuestra América / 
Tratado de Comercio de los Pueblos (Bolivarian Alliance for 
the Peoples of Our America - People’s Trade Treaty, alba/
tcp), significantly influenced by Venezuela. These multi-
lateral organizations were established as mechanisms for 
international cooperation among center-left and left-wing 
governments as a counterbalance to the oas and evolved 
into clubs of presidents with ideological affinity to support 
each other.

The Comunidad de Estados Latinoamericanos y Caribeños 
(Community of Latin American and Caribbean States, 
celac) was founded in 2011 at the height of the pink tide as 
a counterbalance to the oas but has since been established 
within the framework of the eu-celac Summit as a forum 
for dialogue. Nevertheless, it is being used frequently by left 
wing-governments with a clear ideological agenda, recent-
ly so by Honduras´ President Xiomara Castro at the helm 
of celac. The Centro Latinoamericano de Administración 
para el Desarrollo (Latin American Center for Administra-
tion for Development, clad), an international organization 
based in Caracas, showed ideological closeness with actors 
of the pink galaxy, for example, at the clad Congress in 
Havana in 2023 under its Spanish Secretary-General Fran-
cisco Velázquez. Under the new Secretary-General, Con-
rado Ramos, from Uruguay, proposed by the coalition of 
President Luis Lacalle Pou, this could change.

Regarding non-Latin American think tanks, the Center 
for Economic Policy Research (cepr)112 in Washington, d.c. 
is frequently mentioned as an ally of left-wing authoritarian 

112	 Centre for Economic and Policy Research. Website.

https://cepr.net/
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regimes. Its most prominent figure, the American econo-
mist Mark Weisbrot, also has connections with clacso 
as well as the Progressive International and is a constant 
advocate for authoritarian regimes on Twitter/X. cepr em-
ploys former Ecuadorian Foreign Minister and co-founder 
of the Grupo de Puebla, Guillaume Long, as a Senior Policy 
Expert and is involved in the campaign against oas Secre-
tary-General Luis Almagro for his alleged role in the sup-
posed “coup” against Evo Morales in Bolivia in 2019.113 

In addition, it is pertinent to mention some relevant in-
ternational media outlets belonging to the inner core of 
the pink galaxy. These include the Venezuelan internation-
al television channel Telesur, one of the favorite projects 
of the late Venezuelan President Hugo Chávez, funded 
with petrodollars; the Chilean news portal El Ciudadano, 
a media partner of the ix Meeting of the Grupo de Puebla, 
or the Noticias de América Latina (nodal) portal. In this 
context, the Cuban state news agency Prensa Latina stands 
out. Also, the Argentine newspaper Página 12 or the Mexi-
can newspaper La Jornada give a platform to authoritarian 
left-wing narratives. There are also Russian propaganda 
media outlets in Spanish, such as Actualidad rt and Sput-
nik Mundo (see Chapter 8), as well as the Iranian Hispantv 
(see Chapter 10). Finally, there are numerous publishers 
that can be attributed to the pink galaxy. One of these is 
Ocean Sur, based in Mexico, which is dedicated to the ex-
altation of Cuban revolutionary leaders and, in general, 
the dissemination of the “Latin American revolutionary 
thought.”114

113	 Almagro’s Ethics Violations at oas are the «Tip of a Big and deadly 
Iceberg» (2023).

114	 Oceansur. Website.

https://www.cepr.net/almagros-ethics-violations-at-oas-are-the-tip-of-a-big-and-deadly-iceberg/
https://www.cepr.net/almagros-ethics-violations-at-oas-are-the-tip-of-a-big-and-deadly-iceberg/
https://www.oceansur.com/
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This list is far from complete. In addition to the major 
planets and stars, the pink galaxy comprises an uncountable 
number of moons and asteroids, which Pedrosa describes 
as follows:

In Latin America, there are tens of thousands of 
organizations, ranging from small and recently es-
tablished ones to large and traditional entities spread 
across the region. They interact on specific issues, 
connect with each other, and achieve a boomerang 
effect against the States at all levels, especially where 
the left does not govern. 115

115	 Pedrosa (2023a, p. 15).
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7. Russia and The Pink Galaxy

In the last months of 2023, in some parts of Mexico, bill-
board advertising suddenly began to glow with the neon 
green of Russia Today (rt). rt’s Spanish-language program 
advertised its “news” under the title Las noticias no tienen 
fronteras (“News Have No Borders”). rt has been particu-
larly present for millions of public transportation users in 
Mexico City since October 2023. “While you wait for the 
metrobus, you can watch the news”116 cheerfully expressed 
rt’s Spanish program director, Margarita Simonián. This 
massive wave of propaganda would be impossible without 
the approval of the city government, headed by Claudia 
Sheinbaum, the candidate of the ruling party morena for 
the presidency of Mexico. She is simultaneously a support-
er of the Grupo de Puebla and a member of the Feminist 
International. rt rewarded the opening of these doors with 
positive coverage of Sheinbaum’s election campaign.117

7.1. Russian State Media as a Propaganda Platform 
for the Pink Galaxy 

One of the billboard advertisements on public transporta-
tion in Mexico City announced “Conversing with Correa” 
(Conversando con Correa), a program on RT hosted by the 
former Ecuadorian President. Most of his interlocutors are 
friends of the Grupo de Puebla: Ernesto Samper, Manuel 
Zelaya, Nicolás Maduro, Evo Morales, Cristina Fernández 

116	 rt en español llega a las estaciones de Metrobús en la Ciudad de Méx-
ico (2023).

117	 «Claudia, el documental»: Sheinbaum presenta película sobre su vida 
en  medio de precampaña presidencial (2023).

https://actualidad.rt.com/actualidad/485668-rt-espanol-estaciones-metrobus-mexico
https://actualidad.rt.com/actualidad/485668-rt-espanol-estaciones-metrobus-mexico
https://actualidad.rt.com/actualidad/490447-claudia-documental-sheinbaum-pelicula-precampa%C3%B1a
https://actualidad.rt.com/actualidad/490447-claudia-documental-sheinbaum-pelicula-precampa%C3%B1a
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de Kirchner.118 In the first season of 2020, Correa inter-
viewed on rt Alicia Bárcena, Celso Amorim, Fernando 
Haddad, Delcy Rodríguez, and the British musician Roger 
Waters, who has been repeatedly criticized for antisemitic 
statements and the dissemination of Russian propaganda. 
Journalists from rt and the state-owned Russian agency 
Sputnik are invited to meetings of the Grupo de Puebla and 
the Foro de São Paulo and report periodically, in detail, and 
favorably.119

On February 7, 2024, Mexican President Andrés Manuel 
López Obrador granted his first individual press interview 
since 2020, in the presidential palace, to Inna Afinogenova. 
The Spanish-speaking Russian journalist was the deputy 
director of Actualidad rt until 2022. Today, Afinogenova, 
who continues to spread Russian propaganda in Spanish 
despite having formally distanced herself from the war in 
Ukraine, works for the left-wing channel Canal Red, found-
ed by the former vice President of the Spanish government 
and Podemos politician, Pablo Iglesias.

Among the journalists currently working at Actualidad 
rt are numerous individuals clearly identifiable with the 
Pink Galaxy.120 rt news presenter María Isabel Ceballos (Ec-
uador) has ties to correísmo and was an advisor to Alberto 
Acosta, president of the Ecuadorian Constituent Assembly 
from 2007 to 2008 and later Minister of Energy in Correa’s 
government. rt correspondent covering Venezuela, Jessi-
ca Sosa, has a 15-year career in Venezuelan state-controlled 
television and the Cuban Aliana Nieves Quesada, one of 

118	 Conversando con Correa en rt.
119	 See, for example, «Reemplazar el modelo neoliberal»: El Grupo de 

Puebla pide avanzar en la desdolarización (2023).
120	 rt. Equipo. Website.

https://actualidad.rt.com/programas/conversando-correa
https://actualidad.rt.com/actualidad/481714-culmina-mexico-encuentro-grupo-puebla
https://actualidad.rt.com/actualidad/481714-culmina-mexico-encuentro-grupo-puebla
https://actualidad.rt.com/acerca/equipo
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the most well-known Spanish-speaking faces of rt, also has 
many years of experience in state propaganda media, as a 
correspondent for various Cuban state media outlets, in-
cluding the newspaper Granma.121

The connection between authoritarian left-wing Latin 
American media and Russian state media is reflected not 
only in the biographies of journalists but especially in rt’s 
coverage. María Isabel Puerta and Johana Cilano show how 
foreign Russian media outlets rt, Sputnik, and Ruptly are 
adopting narratives from the Venezuelan regime. Examples 
include alleged “hostile initiatives against Venezuela with 
the creation of the Lima Group” (rt), talking about the “le-
gitimate government of Venezuela” (rt), and the assertion 
that Venezuela is a “vigorous popular democracy” (Sput-
nik).122 On the other hand, pink galaxy media adopt Russian 
narratives. Thus, the Venezuelan channel Telesur described 
the Russian aggression war in Ukraine as a “special military 
operation,”123 celebrated the “liberation” of cities in Donetsk 
by the Russian army,124 and noted the supposed presence of 
“neonazis” in Ukraine.125

The Chilean private news portal “El Ciudadano”, a me-
dia partner of the IX Meeting of the Grupo de Puebla 2023, 
also spreads Russian propaganda. Thus, it cited entirely un-
critically a “study” by the Russian state agency Sputnik, ac-
cording to which 54% of Europeans do not trust European 
media reporting on the conflict in Ukraine.126 This was seen 

121	 Aguilera Vega (2022).
122	 Puerta and Cilano (2022, p. 11).
123	 Rusia reporta acciones militares en operación especial en Ucrania 

(2023).
124	 Ejército ruso libera la ciudad de Krásnaya Gorá en Donetsk (2023).
125	 Jofre Leal (2023).
126	 Ubeda (2015).

http://www.cubadebate.cu/noticias/2022/02/12/aliana-nieves-disfruto-al-maximo-mi-trabajo/
https://dialogopolitico.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/DP-Enfoque-no10.-Asi%CC%81-nos-habla-el-Kremlin.-Dia%CC%81logo-Poli%CC%81tico.-2022-1.pdf
https://www.telesurtv.net/news/rusia-ucrania-reporte-militar-20230529-0011.html
https://www.telesurtv.net/news/rusia-ucrania-reporte-militar-20230529-0011.html
https://www.telesurtv.net/news/rusia-ucrania-donetsk-operacion-20230213-0009.html
https://www.telesurtv.net/bloggers/Ucrania-e-Israel-Alianza-entre-neonazismo-y-nacionalsionismo-20231107-0001.html
https://www.elciudadano.com/organizacion-social/el-54-de-los-europeos-no-confia-en-la-cobertura-que-los-medios-hacen-del-conflicto-ucraniano/04/21/
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as evidence of the “obvious reality” of the lack of objectivity 
of the most important Western media and their “manipu-
lation of reality.”

Reports like this led the us Department of State to name 
“El Ciudadano” in a statement on November 7, 2023, along 
with the international news portal “Pressenza”,127 which 
also operates in Latin America, as actors in an “ongoing, 
well-funded Kremlin disinformation campaign in the re-
gion.”128 The main objective is an attempt “to persuade Lat-
in American audiences that Russia’s war against Ukraine is 
just and that they can join Russia to defeat neocolonialism.”

The influence of rt’s Spanish-language programming 
in Latin America is significant. Although the broadcaster’s 
claim to be the “most-watched international news channel 
in Spanish in the world”129 cannot be verified, it is indeed 
RT’s most successful overseas broadcaster.130 Some figures 
speak for themselves. Actualidad rt claimed that in 2020 
alone, its programs were viewed around 10 million times on 
YouTube. RT is the most shared source in Spanish on Twit-
ter/X in Latin America on the war in Ukraine,131 surpassing 
Infobae, El País, or cnn. rt’s Spanish-language program-
ming reached around 17 million followers on Facebook in 
January 2024, three million more than cnn’s Spanish-lan-
guage programming. On Twitter, Actualidad rt has 3.5 
million followers. In addition, there are 167,000 followers 
on Telegram, although this platform is not widely used in 
Latin America.

127	 See, for example, Yasinsky (2022).
128	 The Kremlin’s Efforts to Covertly Spread Disinformation in Latin 

America (2023).
129	 rt en Español [X] (2023a).
130	 Estefan and Agren (2024).
131	 Pérez Colomé (2022).

https://www.pressenza.com/es/2022/03/la-guerra-en-ucrania-otras-miradas-1/
https://www.state.gov/the-kremlins-efforts-to-covertly-spread-disinformation-in-latin-america/
https://www.state.gov/the-kremlins-efforts-to-covertly-spread-disinformation-in-latin-america/
https://twitter.com/ActualidadRT/status/1737937484456333724
https://www.worldpoliticsreview.com/russia-latin-america-propaganda/?utm_source=Active+Subscribers&utm_campaign=c3a8dce917-americas-weekly-030424&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_35c49cbd51-c3a8dce917-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D&mc_cid=c3a8dce917&mc_eid=915dd635c1
https://elpais.com/tecnologia/2022-03-29/por-que-rt-y-sputnik-en-espanol-tienen-tanto-exito-en-redes.html
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For Cilano and Puerta, the reason for its success lies in 
rt’s ability to optimally adapt to the viewing habits of the 
Latin American audience, for example, through anti-impe-
rialist rhetoric or numerous scandal reports. Kremlin me-
dia skillfully exploit the widespread distrust in institutions 
and the media in Latin America.132 The know-how of the 
numerous Latin American journalists employed by these 
media outlets plays an important role here.

7.2. Political Connections

Tangible connections between the Kremlin and the Pink 
Galaxy extend beyond the realm of media and into the po-
litical sphere.

Particularly, since the beginning of the late Hugo 
Chávez’s government in Venezuela, close ties have existed 
between Putin’s Russia and authoritarian left-wing regimes, 
echoing the historical alliance between Cuba and the Sovi-
et Union. Russian-made weapons have been used in sup-
pressing democratic protests, although arms imports from 
Russia have also decreased since the invasion of Ukraine.133 
Since the start of the Russian aggression war, Russian sol-
diers have been visiting Isla Margarita in the Venezuelan 
Caribbean for vacations, using the direct 14-hour flight be-
tween Moscow and the island.

Nicaragua, in particular, relies heavily on Russia. Since 
2007, Daniel Ortega has established a repressive dictator-
ship that persecutes dissidents, imprisoning or exiling them. 
Moscow leverages the international isolation of Ortega’s re-
gime to enhance its own influence. Consequently, Moscow 

132	 Estefan and Agren (2024).
133	 Grundberger and Arellano (2023).

https://www.worldpoliticsreview.com/russia-latin-america-propaganda/?utm_source=Active+Subscribers&utm_campaign=c3a8dce917-americas-weekly-030424&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_35c49cbd51-c3a8dce917-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D&mc_cid=c3a8dce917&mc_eid=915dd635c1
https://dialogopolitico.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/DP-Enfoque-no13.-Latinoamerica-en-su-laberinto.pdf
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has been supplying military equipment to Managua since 
2016 and has installed the strictly shielded Glonass antenna 
system in the country, which is evidently used for espionage 
and surveillance purposes.134 In June 2022, Nicaragua autho-
rized the presence of Russian troops on its territory. In Oc-
tober 2022, it signed an agreement with Russia to develop 
nuclear energy “for peaceful purposes,” and in January 2023, 
a cooperation agreement on cybersecurity between the 
two countries was concluded. Nicaragua also participated 
in 2022 with troops in a Russian military maneuver, along-
side China, Belarus, and Syria.135 Despite protests, Russian 
troops also marched in a military parade on Mexico’s Inde-
pendence Day in 2023 in Mexico City, by friendly invitation 
from the local government linked to the Pink Galaxy.136

In the scientific and cultural sphere, relations between 
Moscow and academics associated with the pink galaxy 
are equally close. On the Latin American side, clacso has 
played a special role for years. The former executive secre-
tary of clacso and member of the celag directory, Atilio 
Borón, is one of the most prominent academic interpret-
ers of Putin’s geopolitical melodies in Latin America. In a 
February 2022 column in Página 12, he accused the United 
States of “bullying” Putin and concluded regarding the war 
in Ukraine: “There is an aggressor side: the United States 
and nato, and a side being aggressed: Russia. There can be 
no confusion about this.”137

Since 2015, clacso has been holding biennial academic 
forums on Russia-Latin America dialogue in collaboration 

134	 Russia commissions glonass station in Nicaragua (2017).
135	 Isachenkov (2022).
136	 Ucrania protesta por participación rusa en desfile mexicano (2023).
137	 Borón (2022).

https://www.gpsworld.com/russia-commissions-glonass-station-in-nicaragua/
https://www.wfla.com/tampa-hoy/america-latina/tropas-de-nicaragua-realizaran-maniobras-militares-con-rusia/
https://www.dw.com/es/ucrania-protesta-por-participaci%C3%B3n-rusa-en-desfile-mexicano-de-independencia/a-66834928
https://www.pagina12.com.ar/403832-rusia-ucrania-una-tragedia-evitable
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with Russian partners at the University of St. Petersburg. 
The Russian aggression war has not deterred clacso from 
this practice, nor the increasingly clear instrumentalization 
of such formats for Russian geopolitical narratives. Thus, 
between October 4 and 6, 2023, for the sixth time, a sympo-
sium entitled Rusia e Iberoamérica en el mundo turbulento. 
Historia e perspectivas (“Russia and Ibero-America in the 
Turbulent World: History and Perspectives”)138 took place. 
In addition to clacso, the Russian Academy of Sciences 
and the Sputnik news agency acted as co-organizers. Ac-
cording to the program,139 among those present in St. Peters-
burg were Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov, 
as well as clacso Executive Director Karina Batthyány 
and clacso Research Director Pablo Vommaro. They were 
joined by senior representatives from the University of Ha-
vana, Mexican politician Alejandro Encinas Rodríguez—
who, among other roles, served as Deputy Minister under 
Mexican President Andrés Manuel López Obrador—María 
Fernanda Espinosa Garcés, former Ecuadorian minister un-
der Rafael Correa and Lenín Moreno, and former Chilean 
Education Minister, socialist Sergio Bitar.

Although in the past this Russia-Latin America forum 
could be attributed a certain academic aspiration as a dis-
cussion arena, at least since the beginning of the Russian 
aggression war, it has been primarily used by the Russian 
dictatorship to obtain international legitimacy. An example 
of this is the greeting that Russian Foreign Minister Sergey 
Lavrov dedicated to the congress. In addition to emphasiz-
ing Russia’s willingness to support Latin America, he high-
lighted:

138	 Chaguaceda (2023c).
139	 vi Forum Program (2023).

https://letraslibres.com/cultura/armando-chaguaceda-foro-rusia-iberoamerica-academia-autocracia/
https://iberorus.spbu.ru/es/foro-2023/programa.html
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All of us are witnessing tectonic transformations 
linked to the continuing emergence of a more just 
multipolar world order. Increasingly more countries 
and nations are choosing the path of a free and sov-
ereign development based on national traditions and 
values. [...] We welcome our Latin American friends’ 
striving to take the solution of emerging problems 
into their own hands.140

A propaganda tool of the Kremlin directly targeting the 
political sphere was the international conference of parlia-
mentarians “Russia-Latin America” held by the Russian State 
Duma from September 29 to October 2, 2023. The meeting, 
aimed at strengthening “cooperation between the legisla-
tive bodies of the Russian Federation and the countries of 
Latin America and the Caribbean,”141 bore the title Rusia y 
América Latina: cooperación por un mundo justo para todos 
(“Russia and Latin America: cooperation for a just world for 
all”). Numerous parliamentarians were not only invited to 
Moscow, but their travel expenses were also covered by the 
State Duma.142 Delegations from the authoritarian parlia-
ments of Cuba, Venezuela, and Nicaragua were represented 
in the Russian capital, as well as representatives from Bolivia, 
Brazil, Chile, Honduras, Peru, and Uruguay. In addition, del-
egates from the Central American Parliament, Parlacen, and 
the Mercosur Parliament, Parlasur, traveled to Moscow.143 

140	 Lavrov (2023).
141	 International Parliamentary Conference «Russia-Latin America» 

(2023)
142	 Presidente del Congreso de Honduras trata de justificar el tour legisla-

tivo a Rusia (2023).
143	 Algunos apuntes sobre la Conferencia Parlamentaria Internacional Ru-

sia – América Latina (2023).

https://mid.ru/en/foreign_policy/news/1907505/
http://duma.gov.ru/es/international/forum_english/
http://duma.gov.ru/es/international/forum_english/
https://centroamerica360.com/politica/presidente-del-congreso-de-honduras-trata-de-justificar-el-tour-legislativo-a-rusia/
https://centroamerica360.com/politica/presidente-del-congreso-de-honduras-trata-de-justificar-el-tour-legislativo-a-rusia/
https://demoamlat.com/algunos-apuntes-sobre-la-conferencia-parlamentaria-internacional-rusia-america-latina/
https://demoamlat.com/algunos-apuntes-sobre-la-conferencia-parlamentaria-internacional-rusia-america-latina/
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A delegation of parliamentarians from Costa Rica initially 
planned to participate but canceled their involvement fol-
lowing domestic public pressure.

The conference was inaugurated by Vladimir Putin him-
self. In his speech, published in Spanish by “El Ciudada-
no”,144 he praised Fidel Castro, Salvador Allende, and Che 
Guevara and highlighted the aspiration for “autonomy and 
independence” of the Latin American states: According to 
the Russian leader, Latin America must contribute to creat-
ing a “multipolar system of international relations” through 
a “sovereign and independent foreign policy.” According 
to Putin, the brics, and the attempt to create a new inter-
national financial architecture are important steps in this 
direction.

In panels with titles such as “Equitable and mutually 
beneficial economic cooperation: the role of Parliaments” 
or “A just multipolar world: the role of parliamentary diplo-
macy,” representatives of the pink galaxy expressed positive 
views on the Kremlin leader’s advances. Jorge Rodríguez, a 
member of the Grupo de Puebla and President of the Na-
tional Assembly of Venezuela, expressed solidarity with 
Russia against Western sanctions. The president of Cuba’s 
one-party Parliament, Juan Esteban Lazo, condemned 
NATO’s actions in the Ukraine conflict. However, Laure-
ano Ortega, Nicaragua’s special envoy for relations with 
Russia—son of the dictator—outdid both in submission to 
Putin when he declared:

The noble objective of denazification and the de-
fense of the Russian people’s fundamental rights to 
life and peace was the motive for the special military 

144	 Wari (2023).

https://www.elciudadano.com/columnas/la-expansion-de-los-lazos-entre-rusia-y-latinoamerica/10/03/
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operation. We trust that Russia’s victory will be a 
victory over lies, light over darkness, and good over 
evil.145

The vast majority of the parliamentarians or former par-
liamentarians present in Moscow came from the pink gal-
axy. This was the case for lawmakers from Cuba, Venezuela, 
Nicaragua, or Ecuador (Revolución Ciudadana, member of 
the Foro de São Paulo), Bolivia (mas, Foro de São Paulo), 
Chile (Communist and Socialist Parties, both members of 
the Foro de São Paulo)146, or Argentina (Kirchnerism).147 
The Kremlin must have been particularly pleased with the 
participation of some parliamentarians who do not neces-
sarily align with this political space. Among them were the 
President of the Paraguayan Senate, Silvio Adalberto Ove-
lar (Colorado Party), the Vice President of the Brazilian 
Senate, Veneziano Vital do Rêgo Segundo Neto, and several 
members of a delegation of ten congressmen and -women 
from Peru, for whom a paid trip to Russia apparently paid 
off, even though it legitimized the Kremlin’s narrative.

Due to the obvious proximity between the Putin regime 
and left-wing authoritarian governments in Latin Ameri-
ca, certain statements by Latin American politicians about 
the Russian war of aggression in Ukraine are not surpris-
ing. The final declaration of the ix Meeting of the Grupo 
de Puebla contained the following passage: “We call on 
Ukraine and Russia to declare a temporary ceasefire and 

145	 The plenary session of the International Parliamentary Conference 
“Russia - Latin America” (2023) has concluded (duma.gov.ru) (2023).

146	 Oposición y excancilleres critican visita de diputados chilenos a Moscú 
(2023).

147	 Argentinos en el foro parlamentario Rusia América Latina: «Estamos 
en una etapa crucial de la humanidad» (2023).

http://duma.gov.ru/en/news/57975/
http://duma.gov.ru/en/news/57975/
https://cooperativa.cl/noticias/pais/relaciones-exteriores/rusia/oposicion-y-excancilleres-critican-visita-de-diputados-chilenos-a-moscu/2023-09-28/070854.html
https://cooperativa.cl/noticias/pais/relaciones-exteriores/rusia/oposicion-y-excancilleres-critican-visita-de-diputados-chilenos-a-moscu/2023-09-28/070854.html
https://actualidad.rt.com/actualidad/481729-argentinos-foro-parlamentario-rusia-america-latina
https://actualidad.rt.com/actualidad/481729-argentinos-foro-parlamentario-rusia-america-latina
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explore the possibility of dialogue in pursuit of peace, fol-
lowing the proposals of various international leaders such 
as Xi Jinping, Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva, and the pope.”148 
Russian aggression was not even mentioned, but “nato 
interference and the exacerbation of geopolitical conflicts” 
were denounced.

The Foro de São Paulo followed the same line. In the 
final declaration of its 2023 Meeting in Brasilia, point 27 
states: “We express our support for all ongoing initiatives 
seeking a political and diplomatic solution to the conflict 
in Ukraine. We reject threats to peace in the Pacific, and 
nato’s attempts to advance in that region.”149 Some mem-
bers of the Grupo de Puebla clearly express their support 
for Vladimir Putin. Former Bolivian President Evo Mo-
rales greeted his “brother” Putin on his 70th birthday on 
October 7, 2022, and stated, “Dignified, free, and anti-im-
perialist peoples accompany his struggle against U.S. and 
nato armed intervention.”150 The Progressive International 
initially emphasized its solidarity with the “victims of the 
Putin government’s brutal invasion of Ukraine,” but simul-
taneously called for the dissolution of nato, which they see 
as a threat to world peace.151 Since then, the Progressive In-
ternational has mainly focused on criticizing nato.152

Governments and political movements of the Latin 
American left, with various shades of red, behind pacifist 
rhetoric, show at least a strategic ambiguity regarding the 

148	 Grupo de Puebla (2023).
149	 São Paulo Forum (2023).
150	 Morales [X] (2022a).
151	 Progressive International. Statement from the Cabinet on the war in 

Ukraine (2022).
152	 Progressive International. «We seek lasting peace while nato prepares 

for perpetual war» (2022).

https://www.grupodepuebla.org/en-unidad-avanzamos-declaraciones-del-grupo-de-puebla-y-clajud-en-el-ix-encuentro/
https://forodesaopaulo.org/declaracion-final-del-xxvi-encuentro-del-fsp/
https://twitter.com/evoespueblo/status/1578423391828049924
https://progressive.international/movement/article/2022-03-06-statement-from-the-cabinet-on-the-war-in-ukraine/en
https://progressive.international/movement/article/2022-03-06-statement-from-the-cabinet-on-the-war-in-ukraine/en
https://progressive.international/wire/2022-06-30-we-seek-lasting-peace-while-nato-prepares-for-perpetual-war-/en
https://progressive.international/wire/2022-06-30-we-seek-lasting-peace-while-nato-prepares-for-perpetual-war-/en
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war against Ukraine. In many cases, this may reflect an at-
tempt to position themselves vis-à-vis the West and author-
itarian regimes like Russia or China from a kind of geopo-
litical neutrality.

In 2022, Lula da Silva stated in an interview that 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky was “as respon-
sible for the war as Putin because in war there is not a 
single culprit.”153 After the death of Kremlin critic Alexei 
Navalny in February 2024, Lula refused to hold Putin ac-
countable. “Why rush to accuse?” he explained, speculat-
ing, “If he now judges and says I don’t know who ordered 
the murder and that it wasn’t him, then he’ll have to apol-
ogize.”154 When asked about the possibility of supplying 
weapons to Ukraine, Colombian President Gustavo Petro 
responded, “Even if that becomes scrap in Colombia, we 
don’t provide those weapons to continue a war.”155 Mexican 
President López Obrador declared that he did not want to 
supply weapons because he was a “pacifist.”156 At the same 
time, Mexican Foreign Minister Alicia Bárcena, a member 
of the Grupo de Puebla, criticized Western states for sup-
plying arms to Ukraine.157

These and other similar statements were widely dissem-
inated by rt and its Latin American satellites as evidence, 
so to speak, that Russia’s significant propaganda investment 
was successful, at least within the pink galaxy.

153	 Lula: Zelenski es «tan responsable como Putin» de la guerra (2022).
154	 Lula evitó condenar a Vladimir Putin por la muerte de Alexei Navalny:  

«¿Por qué apresurarse a acusar? (2024).
155	 Petro dijo que se negó a entregar armas rusas a ee.uu. para llevar a 

Ucrania (2023).
156	 El Universal [YouTube] (2022).
157	 Estefan/Agren (2024).

https://www.dw.com/es/lula-volodimir-zelenski-es-tan-responsable-como-vladimir-putin-de-la-guerra/a-61688567
https://www.infobae.com/america/america-latina/2024/02/18/lula-evito-condenar-a-vladimir-putin-por-la-muerte-de-alexei-navalny-por-que-apresurarse-a-acusar/
https://www.infobae.com/america/america-latina/2024/02/18/lula-evito-condenar-a-vladimir-putin-por-la-muerte-de-alexei-navalny-por-que-apresurarse-a-acusar/
https://www.eltiempo.com/politica/gobierno/petro-dijo-que-se-nego-a-entregar-armas-rusas-a-ee-uu-para-dar-a-ucrania-736508
https://www.eltiempo.com/politica/gobierno/petro-dijo-que-se-nego-a-entregar-armas-rusas-a-ee-uu-para-dar-a-ucrania-736508
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sJYtaG0TvbY
https://www.worldpoliticsreview.com/russia-latin-america-propaganda/?utm_source=Active+Subscribers&utm_campaign=c3a8dce917-americas-weekly-030424&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_35c49cbd51-c3a8dce917-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D&mc_cid=c3a8dce917&mc_eid=915dd635c1
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7.3. Conclusions

Russia’s messaging to Latin America is perfectly aligned 
with the ideology of the pink galaxy. It is fundamentally 
based on two pillars: anti-imperialism toward the West 
and emphasis on the sovereignty and independence of 
states. All of this is sprinkled with anti-colonial rhetoric 
reminiscent of the Cold War era. Chaguaceda aptly sum-
marizes:

This (selective) discourse of sovereignty is often 
directed against positions and measures taken by the 
United States, the eu, and some Latin American gov-
ernments to protect democracy and human rights. 
[…] The […] frequently represented principle of the 
free self-determination of peoples—i.e., autocratic 
states and populist governments—has allowed these 
countries to engage in coordinated political and dip-
lomatic cooperation against criticism and sanctions 
from the international community.158

8. China and The Pink Galaxy

On May 10, 2022, the Chinese Communist Party (ccp) 
and the Foro de São Paulo met virtually for an exchange 
of ideas. According to the Foro de São Paulo, the seminar 
titled “Las relaciones entre China y América Latina en la 
Nueva Era” (Relations between China and Latin Ameri-
ca in the New Era) aimed to “deepen party cooperation 

158	 González Marrero and Chaguaceda (2022).

https://www.kas.de/documents/259121/16904179/Russlands+sharp+power+in++Lateinamerika+%E2%80%93+Die+Region+im+Visier+der+autokratischen+Internationale.pdf/0aecb935-14af-81e3-8381-0539c727e1ba?version=1.3&t=1651156457740
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between the ccp and the Forum.”159 In addition to the exec-
utive secretary of the fsp, Mônica Valente, representatives 
from thirty member parties from ten countries attended. 
Organized by the powerful International Department of 
the ccp and the executive secretary of the Foro de São Pau-
lo, the meeting primarily served to unite against the com-
mon enemy: the United States.

Shen Beili, vice President of the ccp, thanked the parties 
of the Foro de São Paulo for supporting a statement con-
demning the “politicization” of the discussion on the origin 
of the covid-19 pandemic and, overall, for their rejection 
of American studies on the origin of the pandemic. Addi-
tionally, Ms. Beili celebrated the ccp’s “friendly exchang-
es” with Latin American parties “based on independence 
and self-determination, mutual respect, total equality, and 
non-interference in internal affairs, overcoming ideologi-
cal and political system differences” and promised to take 
relations between the ccp and the Foro de São Paulo to a 
“new level” on its thirtieth anniversary. Mônica Valente 
complained that the United States wanted to start a “new 
Cold War” and wielded “the threat of a nuclear holocaust,” 
while Venezuelan deputy Roy Daza thanked State and Par-
ty leader Xi Jinping and the Chinese Communist Party for 
their “immense solidarity” with Latin America.

8.1. The Narrative of China as a Necessary  
Counterbalance to the United States

The “Basic Document” of the 2023 Foro de São Paulo Meet-
ing mentions China only in a positive way. For the Forum, 

159	 The fsp begins a cycle of debates with pc China. Speeches and full vid-
eo (2022).

https://forodesaopaulo.org/el-foro-de-sao-paulo-empieza-ciclo-de-debates-con-china/
https://forodesaopaulo.org/el-foro-de-sao-paulo-empieza-ciclo-de-debates-con-china/
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China represents “a factor of stability and balance for the 
lac region, manifest in its defense of the principles of In-
ternational Law, in particular non-interference in the inter-
nal affairs of Latin American countries, to which it has also 
provided cooperation without political conditions.”160 The 
Foro de São Paulo celebrates: “Chinese diplomacy is ad-
vancing in the world and increasing its influence for peace.” 
At the same time, it accuses the United States of waging 
a “new cold war through technology” by restricting tech-
nology transfer to China and “condemning our countries 
to technological dependence on the hegemonies of Europe 
and the United States.”

An important link between the Grupo de Puebla and 
China is former Spanish Prime Minister José Luis Ro-
dríguez Zapatero. At the virtual meeting of the Grupo de 
Puebla in May 2020, he caused a stir with the following 
statement: 

I want to emphasize the importance for the Lat-
in American left to engage in dialogue with China to 
restore a multilateral order. Institutions such as the 
United Nations, the who, and the imf, with more 
power, greater influence, and enhanced governance, 
need to pressure China, and hopefully the eu as 
well—many of us are working in that direction—to 
put the United States in an impossible position.161

José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero joined the chorus of those 
who, beyond their own geopolitical interests, see China as 

160	 Foro de São Paulo (2023b).
161	 José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero calls for putting the United States “in a 

situation impossible.” (2020).

https://forodesaopaulo.org/documento-base-del-xxvi-encuentro-del-foro-de-sao-paulo/
https://www.elmundo.es/espana/2020/06/07/5edd1c2121efa0042a8b4570.html
https://www.elmundo.es/espana/2020/06/07/5edd1c2121efa0042a8b4570.html
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a counterbalance to the United States and as a guarantor of 
a multilateral world order. The former Spanish prime min-
ister is also the chairman of the advisory board of the ngo 
Gate Center, founded in Madrid in 2022, which advocates 
for closer ties with China. In particular, Zapatero’s former 
Minister of Industry, Tourism, and Trade, Miguel Sebastián, 
academic coordinator of the Gate Center, defends positions 
close to Beijing. In February 2023, Sebastián called on Eu-
rope to adopt a “neutral position” between China and the 
United States to benefit from China’s imminent rise as a 
major economic power.162

In 2021, Zapatero wrote as a guest columnist in the Chi-
nese state newspaper China Daily, praising China’s devel-
opment and calling on the West to set aside “social or po-
litical biases” against China and work together to create a 
multipolar international order.163 According to reports in 
the Spanish media,164 Zapatero extensively uses his con-
tacts to cultivate relations between the ccp and the Gru-
po de Puebla, influencing, for example, the invitation of a 
Chinese delegation to the viii Grupo de Puebla Meeting in 
Santa Marta, Colombia, in November 2022. This was led 
by Rui Zhu, a senior official from the ccp’s International 
Department, who joined the traditional group photo.165 The 
Ambassador of China to Mexico, Zhang Run, attended the 
ix Grupo de Puebla Meeting in 2023.

Chinese allies may have been particularly pleased that 
the final declaration of the 2023 Grupo de Puebla Meeting 
called for the “de-dollarization” of international economic 

162	 Miguel Sebastián en imex (2023).
163	 Rodríguez Zapatero (2021).
164	 Cembrero (2023).
165	 Lozano (2022).

https://gatecenter.org/miguel-sebastian-en-imex-nota-de-prensa/
https://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202103/29/WS6061198aa31024ad0bab2192.html
https://www.elconfidencial.com/espana/2023-12-19/zapatero-china-grupo-de-puebla-america-latina_3795089/
https://www.elmundo.es/internacional/2022/11/11/636ea70de4d4d80a128b459a.html
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relations. This aims to break the international dominance of 
the dollar, which, according to Ernesto Samper, the United 
States uses as a “political weapon.”166 Instead, the document 
proposes that international trade should be conducted in 
local currencies. This requirement corresponds exactly to 
China’s longstanding covert diplomatic offensive.167 The 
Grupo de Puebla’s support for the brics as an “alliance 
that has reaffirmed its commitment to multilateralism, and 
against opposition to unilateral sanctions and trade bar-
riers”168 also aligns with the Chinese narrative. Due to the 
dominant role of the Brazilian pt in the Foro de São Paulo, 
it is not surprising that it is also an enthusiastic supporter 
of the brics initiative. Mônica Valente was part of a dele-
gation from the Brazilian pt to Beijing in early 2023 with 
the aim of strengthening bilateral relations and the brics.169

The Progressive International celebrated the expansion 
of the brics as a means to “dismantle the Northern hege-
mony.”170 The organization attributes a central role to the 
brics Development Bank, which has been headed by for-
mer Brazilian President Dilma Rousseff since 2023, another 
key figure in the pink galaxy. The Progressive International 
not only enthusiastically supports the idea of moving away 
from the dollar as the international reference currency171 
but also includes the so-called “Quiao Collective” as a 
member organization since 2020, which, according to the 

166	 Ernesto Samper, expresidente de Colombia: «El mundo va hacia la des-
dolarización» (2023); Wen (2020).

167	 Zoe Liu (2022).
168	 Grupo de Puebla (2023).
169	 «pt e pc chinês participam de reuniões para fortalecer relações» (2023).
170	 «Dismantling Northern hegemony brics by brics». pi Briefing, n. º 34   

(2023).
171	 Becerra Rebolledo (2023).

https://www.bing.com/search?q=Ernesto+Samper%2C+expresidente+de+Colombia%3A+
https://www.bing.com/search?q=Ernesto+Samper%2C+expresidente+de+Colombia%3A+
https://foreignpolicy.com/2022/09/21/china-yuan-us-dollar-sco-currency/
https://www.grupodepuebla.org/en-unidad-avanzamos-declaraciones-del-grupo-de-puebla-y-clajud-en-el-ix-encuentro/
https://pt.org.br/pt-e-pc-chines-participam-de-reunioes-para-fortalecer-relacoes/
https://progressive.international/wire/2023-08-25-pi-briefing-no-34-dismantling-northern-hegemony-brics-by-brics/en
https://progressive.international/wire/2023-08-25-pi-briefing-no-34-dismantling-northern-hegemony-brics-by-brics/en
https://progressive.international/wire/2023-07-20-lula-and-xi-jinping-pave-the-way-for-trade-de-dollarisation/en
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Progressive International, is a “diaspora Chinese media col-
lective challenging u.s. aggression on China and promoting 
socialism and internationalism.”172 Thus, Quiao has harshly 
criticized democratic demonstrations in Hong Kong in the 
past.173

The g77 + China summit, held in Havana on Septem-
ber 15 and 16, 2023, was also an ideal opportunity for China 
to present itself with an anti-imperialist international dis-
course and to claim leadership of the global south. Li Xi, a 
high-ranking member of the ccp’s Politburo, attended the 
meeting along with members of the pink galaxy holding 
government positions: Alberto Fernández, Gustavo Petro, 
Nicolás Maduro, Lula da Silva, Daniel Ortega, Xiomara 
Castro, Alicia Bárcena, and Miguel Díaz-Canel. In a clear 
reference to the United States, the final declaration of the 
g77 + China rejected, among other things, technological 
monopolies and sanctions against developing countries 
and criticized the “unjust” international order.174

8.2. The Narrative of China as a Superior Political  
and Economic System

clacso also has close connections with China. Alongside 
Chinese state actors and Latin American academic part-
ners, it co-organized the vi Diálogo de Civilizaciones entre 
China y América Latina (“vi Dialogue of Civilizations be-
tween China and Latin America”), held on September 11, 
2023, in Buenos Aires under the theme Implementación de 
la Iniciativa para la Civilización Global y Construcción de la 

172	 Progressive International. Qiao Collective.
173	 Klion (2022).
174	 Romano (2023).

https://progressive.international/members/fd819446-abaf-4259-9faf-cdecd68109e7-qiao-collective/en
https://www.thenation.com/article/world/china-left-foreign-policy/
https://www.celag.org/cumbre-g77-china-en-cuba/
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Comunidad de Futuro Compartido China-alc (“Implemen-
tation of the Initiative for Global Civilization and Building 
the China-lac Shared Future Community”).”175 Within 
this framework, the Alianza de Medios y Think Tanks en-
tre China y alc (“Alliance of Media and Think Tanks be-
tween China and lac”) was founded. clacso spearheaded 
its establishment, represented by Research Director Pablo 
Vommaro. The fact that in China (as well as in Cuba) there 
are no independent media or think tanks apart from the 
state apparently did not hinder clacso from building this 
alliance.

clacso also took the opportunity to present the Spanish 
version of the book Breve historia de la República Popular 
China 1949-2019 (“A Brief History of the People’s Republic 
of China 1949-2019”), which it published with the “Con-
temporary China Publishing House” in 2023. As expected, 
when cooperating with a Chinese state institution, the book 
does not contain a serious academic discussion of mod-
ern Chinese history but presents the Chinese narrative of 
a “different model of modernization” and the “admirable 
change” that China, according to the preface, achieved “un-
der the leadership of the Chinese Communist Party.”176 This 
publication is not the only means through which clacso 
aids the ccp in disseminating Chinese narratives.177

It is important to emphasize that the relationship be-
tween China and members of the pink galaxy is part of a 
complex network of relationships between the Middle King-
dom and various actors in world politics. To understand 

175	 vi Diálogo entre las Civilizaciones de China y América Latina y el Ca-
ribe (2023).

176	 Breve Historia de la República Popular China (2023).
177	 See also: Pensamiento social chino sobre América Latina (2018).

https://www.clacso.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Dialogo-entre-civilizaciones-de-China-y-ALC.pdf
https://www.clacso.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Dialogo-entre-civilizaciones-de-China-y-ALC.pdf
https://www.clacso.org/breve-historia-de-la-republica-popular-china/
https://biblioteca-repositorio.clacso.edu.ar/bitstream/CLACSO/16722/1/Antologia_China.pdf
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this, Clive Hamilton and Mareike Ohlberg’s book “Hidden 
Hand – Exposing How the Chinese Communist Party is re-
shaping the world”178 is recommended. On the other hand, 
Juan Pablo Cardenal has described the political dimension 
of Chinese influence in Latin America.179 Among other 
things, Cardenal points out that the Chinese leadership’s 
strategy of explicitly focusing on parties is anything but 
ideologically selective. In its type of party cooperation, the 
ccp reaches out to numerous democratic parties of various 
tendencies, making it very successful. The core of the strat-
egy would be the exaltation by the ccp leaders of “China’s 
authoritarian model and the strengths of the single party, 
extending it also to the struggle to eradicate poverty,” […] a 
narrative that “has an indubitable trajectory in Latin Amer-
ica.”180 Cardenal points out how China benefits from the 
significant information deficit regarding its operating logic 
and geostrategic interests among Latin American political 
elites. Thus, Beijing often manages to place its narratives in 
Latin America with minimal resistance.181

Cardenal also emphasizes how important exchanges 
with other “parties” are for the self-legitimization of the 
ccp, which likes to present itself as a “party among parties.” 
Beijing “not only wants global support for the idea that the 
ccp is the only party capable of governing China, but also 
wants the world to recognize that China’s political and eco-
nomic system is superior to Western democracy and the 
liberal capitalist economic order.”182

178	 Hamilton y Ohlberg (2020).
179	 Cardenal (2021a).
180	 Cardenal (2021a, p. 10). 
181	 Cardenal (2021b).
182	 Cardenal and Grundberger (2021).

https://books.google.com.uy/books/about/Hidden_Hand.html?id=Nq3VygEACAAJ&redir_esc=y
https://dialogopolitico.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/DP-Enfoque.-Cardenal.-2021.-El-arte-de-hacer-amigos.pdf
https://dialogopolitico.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/DP-Enfoque.-Cardenal.-2021.-The-art-of-making-friends.pdf
https://elcomercio.pe/opinion/colaboradores/china-america-latina-la-amistad-que-china-propone-a-america-latina-por-juan-pablo-cardenal-noticia/
https://www.kas.de/documents/259121/12468979/Von+der+Kunst%2C+Freunde+zu+gewinnen.pdf/7b71f8bd-c9f8-3fc0-64c4-801cbfb1eb7b?version=1.1&t=1619097305452
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In December 2017, at the first global high-level meeting 
of political parties in Beijing, head of state and party leader 
Xi Jinping called for a “new model” of inter-party relations 
in which parties focus on their “common points” and mu-
tual respect, rather that emphasizing their differences. For 
China, one aspect of this mutual respect seems to be the 
acceptance of non-democratic parties.

It is no coincidence that the ccp feels especially com-
fortable working with autocratic state parties in Latin 
America. The same applies to cooperation with party orga-
nizations such as the Foro de São Paulo, where democrat-
ic orientation is not a criterion for participation. In their 
understanding of the unity between State and party, the 
ccp and the state parties of Cuba and Nicaragua are partic-
ularly similar. Therefore, support for the regimes of Cuba 
or Nicaragua always means support for the respective state 
party, and vice versa. The ccp also understands very well 
the pretension of these forces to prevent any democratic 
opening and challenge to their own monopoly of power. 
Parties associated with the Foro de São Paulo have been 
among the most loyal participants in Chinese “party co-
operation” events for years. A recent example is the virtual 
meeting between the ccp and political parties on March 15, 
2023, with the participation of Xi Jinping, Nicolás Maduro, 
and Daniel Ortega.183

For the Chinese Communist Party, regimes supported 
by autocratic state parties are more predictable than demo-
cratically legitimate governments of various party tenden-
cies and are therefore more suitable for asserting long-term 
geopolitical power aspirations.

183	 Presidente de China inaugura encuentro mundial con partidos políti-
cos  (2023).

https://www.telesurtv.net/news/china-partidos-politicos-reunion-20230315-0013.html
https://www.telesurtv.net/news/china-partidos-politicos-reunion-20230315-0013.html
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Cardenal describes invitation trips for Latin American 
politicians not only from the left as a particularly effective 
means of placing one’s own narratives in Latin America.184 
The degree of seduction of Chinese propaganda can be seen 
in some statements of Latin American politicians. Thus, 
Chilean government spokeswoman Camila Vallejo, a mem-
ber of the Communist Party, stated in an interview on the 
return flight from China: “In Chile, anti-communists argue 
that communism brings poverty and the most common 
caricature from the radical right is that they are lazy, and 
there is nothing further from that than the Chinese process 
led by the Communist Party.”185 Argentine congressman 
and former President of the Justicialist Party (Peronism) 
José Luis Gioja even went so far as to affirm: “China is a 
democracy in its own style.”186

8.3. Conclusions

In comparison to Russia, whose media and propaganda ap-
paratus play a crucial role in engaging with the pink galaxy, 
Chinese relations are oriented toward the long term and 
are characterized more strongly by diplomatic and, above 
all, economic relations.187 When it comes to opposition to 
the United States and advocating for a multipolar world, 
the narratives of China and the pink galaxy are largely 
congruent. For China, a “multipolar world” is nothing but 
a new world order with a dominant position for China. 

184	 Cardenal (2021b).
185	 Browne (2023).
186	 José Luis Gioja: «Venimos charlando con el partido comunista chino»  

(2020).
187	 Sobre el papel económico de China en América Latina, ver Sangmeis-

ter (2022).

https://elcomercio.pe/opinion/colaboradores/china-america-latina-la-amistad-que-china-propone-a-america-latina-por-juan-pablo-cardenal-noticia/
https://www.latercera.com/la-tercera-sabado/noticia/camila-vallejo-ministra-de-la-segegob-en-chile-se-plantea-que-el-comunismo-trae-pobreza-y-no-hay-nada-mas-alejado-de-eso-que-el-proceso-que-lidera-el-pc-chino/N5ZS2AMOQ5EA7IMPSMEAMOWUQE/
https://rivadavia.com.ar/noticias/incorrectamente-politicos/jose-luis-gioja-venimos-charlando-con-el-partido-comunista-chino
https://rivadavia.com.ar/noticias/incorrectamente-politicos/jose-luis-gioja-venimos-charlando-con-el-partido-comunista-chino
https://dialogopolitico.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/DP_Enfoque_9_Sangmeister.pdf
https://dialogopolitico.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/DP_Enfoque_9_Sangmeister.pdf
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Russia and China lend weight and international legitimacy 
to the pink galaxy and its narratives. On the other hand, 
China, Russia, and other authoritarian actors can hardly 
wish for a better anchoring spot for their narratives than 
an ideologically prepared ground by leftist authoritarian 
actors.

9. The Pink Galaxy, The Gaza War, and Iran’s Influence

When it comes to geopolitics, the pink galaxy tends to take 
a position opposed to that of the United States or the West 
in general. One example is the declarations regarding the 
war in Gaza. In the fight against the common adversary, the 
United States, striking international alliances emerge.

9.1. The Pink Galaxy Reacts to Hamas’ Terrorist Attack

On October 7, 2023, the world was shocked by Hamas’s 
brutal attack on Israeli cities and towns, triggering a fur-
ther bloody escalation of the conflict in the Middle East. 
Actors within the pink galaxy swiftly aligned themselves 
with Israel’s enemies. By October 10, the Advisory Council 
of the Progressive International released a communiqué 
signed among others by the Executive Secretary of the 
Foro de São Paulo, Mônica Valente.188 This communiqué 
downplayed Hamas’s terrorist attack as an “October 7 op-
eration from inside the Gaza Strip.” Simultaneously, the 
communiqué expressed admiration for Palestinian “re-
sistance” and unilaterally blamed the West for the Middle 
East conflict.

188	 Progressive International (2023a).

https://progressive.international/wire/2023-10-10-for-a-lasting-peace-end-the-nakba-now/en/
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The Progressive International further labeled Israel’s offen-
sive in response to the attack as “genocide.”189 A declaration by 
the organization denies the legitimacy of the State of Israel, 
asserting that: “The Zionist project is colonial in nature, built 
on stolen land, and sustained by the systematic exclusion, 
exploitation, and extermination of the Palestinian people.”190 
Among the organizations signing this declaration are the 
Chilean portal El Ciudadano, mentioned multiple times in 
this book, and organizations linked to the Venezuelan regime. 

The directive of clacso issued a communiqué on October 
30, 2023, characterizing the escalation of violence as the “re-
sult of fifty-six years of Israeli occupation of the Palestinian 
territories of Gaza and the West Bank, in blatant violation of 
international laws and treaties signed between representa-
tives of Israel and Palestine, all with the support of the United 
States and Western powers.”191 Meanwhile, a clacso working 
group labeled the Israeli offensive as “genocide.”192

The Foro de São Paulo has long disseminated the narra-
tive of an Israeli “genocide” against the Palestinian people.193 
In the context of the Gaza war, several authorities used the 
term genocide, including Nicolás Maduro,194 Lula da Silva,195 
Evo Morales,196 Ernesto Samper,197 and Gustavo Petro.198 The 

189	 Patel (2023).
190	 Progressive International (2023b).
191	 Comité Directivo de clacso (2023).
192	 Grupo de Trabajo clacso «Pueblos Indígenas y Disputas Epistémico-  

Territoriales» (2023).
193	 «No to the genocide of the Palestinian people», by the prd (2014)
194	 Maduro acusa a Israel de «genocidio» en Gaza (2023).
195	 uol (2023).
196	 Morales [X] (2023b).
197	 Salazar (2023).
198	 Reynoso, Laborde and Raziel (2023).

https://progressive.international/wire/2023-10-13-israel-is-preparing-to-commit-genocide/en
https://progressive.international/wire/2023-10-28-the-gaza-resolution/es
https://www.clacso.org/el-terror-y-la-ocupacion-en-palestina-demandan-una-pronta-solucion-pacifica/
https://www.clacso.org/en/grupos-de-trabajo/grupos-de-trabajo-2023-2025/?pag=detalle&refe=5&ficha=2411
https://www.clacso.org/en/grupos-de-trabajo/grupos-de-trabajo-2023-2025/?pag=detalle&refe=5&ficha=2411
https://forodesaopaulo.org/no-al-genocidio-del-pueblo-palestino-por-el-prd/
https://www.france24.com/es/minuto-a-minuto/20231010-maduro-acusa-a-israel-de-genocidio-en-gaza
https://noticias.uol.com.br/colunas/kennedy-alencar/2023/10/25/lula-cita-genocidio-para-pressionar-israel-e-egito-por-saida-de-brasileiros.htm
https://twitter.com/evoespueblo/status/1716121026919030969
https://www.infobae.com/colombia/2023/12/14/gali-dagan-arremetio-contra-ernesto-samper-por-desinformar-sobre-el-conflicto-entre-hamas-e-israel/
https://elpais.com/america-colombia/2023-11-01/mexico-argentina-colombia-chile-y-bolivia-elevan-el-tono-contra-israel-tras-el-bombardeo-en-yabalia.html
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Colombian head of state attracted special attention when 
he compared the Nazi mass murder in Auschwitz with Is-
rael’s conduct of the Gaza war,199 sparking a storm of diplo-
matic protests. Lula also took the same argumentative line, 
comparing Netanyahu’s alleged “genocide” and his “war be-
tween a well-prepared army and women and children” with 
the time when “Hitler decided to kill the Jews.”200 This led 
to Israel declaring Lula persona non grata.

9.2. Iran: A Theocratic State as an Ally  
of the Latin American Left

The pink galaxy’s harsh criticism of Israel surely pleased 
another international actor whose activities in Latin Amer-
ica are much less known than those of Russia and China: 
the Islamic Republic of Iran. The late Iranian President 
Ebrahim Raisi carefully chose the stops on his trip to Latin 
America in June 2023. In addition to Venezuela, Cuba and 
Nicaragua were also part of the program. In Caracas, on a 
stage alongside Nicolás Maduro, Raisi declared: “The rela-
tionship between Iran and Venezuela is not a normal diplo-
matic relationship, but a strategic relationship between two 
countries that have common interests, common visions, 
and common enemies.”201 Maduro responded that Iran and 
Venezuela were “on the right side of history,” while Iran has 
a “stellar role as one of the most important emerging pow-
ers in the new world.”202 Over the past years, during which 

199	 Petro [X] (2023).
200	 Lula acusó a Israel de emular a Hitler, y también pidió no sacar «con-

clusiones precipitadas» sobre el caso Navalny (2024).
201	 Gamba and Zafar Mehdi (2023).
202	 Ibidem.

https://twitter.com/petrogustavo/status/1711389434468241597
https://www.elpais.com.uy/mundo/lula-acuso-a-israel-de-emular-a-hitler-y-tambien-pidio-no-sacar-conclusiones-precipitadas-sobre-el-caso-navalny
https://www.elpais.com.uy/mundo/lula-acuso-a-israel-de-emular-a-hitler-y-tambien-pidio-no-sacar-conclusiones-precipitadas-sobre-el-caso-navalny
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/economy/iran-venezuela-sign-series-of-cooperation-agreements-defying-us-sanctions/2921079
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Maduro and Raisi met in person six times, bilateral eco-
nomic cooperation has expanded enormously, particularly 
through Iranian investments in the Venezuelan oil sector.203 
Both parties plan to raise bilateral trade volume from the 
current $3 billion to $20 billion.

Since 2010, the Center for Intercultural Exchange in Lat-
in America has also been operating in Caracas. According 
to a report by the Foundation for Defense of Democracy,204 
it is a branch of the International University of al-Mustafa 
in Qom, Iran’s most important tool for recruiting personnel 
for the Iranian Revolutionary Guard, for terrorist propa-
ganda, and for indoctrinating foreigners converted to Shia 
Islam. For this reason, al-Mustafa University is on the sanc-
tioned lists of the United States and Canada.

University cleric Mohsen Rabbani is considered the 
chief strategist of Iran’s expansion in Latin America.205 For 
decades, he has been building a network of Iranian cells on 
this continent. He temporarily operated from Buenos Aires, 
where he was accredited, among other things, as a cultural 
attaché at the Iranian embassy. Reports coincidentally link 
him to several acts of terrorism. According to Argentine 
investigations, he played a crucial role in the bombing of 
the Jewish cultural center amia in Buenos Aires on July 18, 
1994, which claimed 85 lives.

Following the mysterious death in 2015 of Alberto Nis-
man, the prosecutor investigating the amia attack, public 
debates erupted over the links between Iran and the govern-
ment of former Argentine President and ally of the Grupo 

203	 Lipin (2023).
204	 Ottolenghi (2022).
205	 How Iran Exports its Ideology (2023).

https://www.voanews.com/a/why-iran-s-growing-influence-in-venezuela-challenges-the-west-/7000632.html
https://www.fdd.org/analysis/2022/12/06/clip-the-wings-irans-propaganda/
https://www.unitedagainstnucleariran.com/ideological-expansion/mohsen-rabbani-irans-principal-proselytizer-latin-america
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de Puebla, Cristina Fernández de Kirchner.206 The Brazilian 
magazine Veja reported in 2015 that Iran had co-financed 
Fernández de Kirchner’s election campaign and, in return, 
had obtained impunity for the amia attack.207

Even beyond the numerous activities of Iran’s ally, the 
Hezbollah militia, and its involvement in all kinds of illegal 
transactions,208 it seems clear that Iran has a huge interest in 
the region and is showing notable activity there.

Since 2011, Tehran has maintained a Spanish-language 
news channel, Hispantv,209 whose “news,” particularly 
about the Gaza war, disseminate Hamas terrorist group’s 
narrative in Latin America and speak of the need for the 
“destruction” of Israel.210 Hispantv can be received via cable 
in virtually every Latin American country. In particular, the 
program Nexo Latino is repeatedly used as a platform by 
politicians from the pink galaxy’s environment. In the past, 
Nicolás Maduro, Gustavo Petro, Manuel Zelaya, Rafael Cor-
rea, Ernesto Samper, Evo Morales, and Celso Amorim have 
appeared on Hispantv. The former Vice Spanish Prime 
Minister and President of the Podemos party, Pablo Iglesias, 
even hosted the debate program Fort Apache on Hispantv 
between 2012 and 2019.211 Iglesias only ceased to host this 
program when he assumed as Vice Prime Minister. 

In an extensive investigation, Sergio Castaño212 describes 
the permanent and systematic approach of Hispantv’s 

206	 Quién es Mohsen Rabbani, el cerebro del atentado a la amia según la 
Justicia argentina (2023).

207	 Coutinho (2015).
208	 García Casas (2023).
209	 Hispantv. Website.
210	 Hispantv [X] (2024).
211	 Fort Apache [YouTube].
212	 Castaño Riaño (2022).

https://www.infobae.com/politica/2020/01/10/quien-es-mohsen-rabbani-el-cerebro-del-atentado-a-la-amia-segun-la-justicia-argentina/
https://www.infobae.com/politica/2020/01/10/quien-es-mohsen-rabbani-el-cerebro-del-atentado-a-la-amia-segun-la-justicia-argentina/
https://veja.abril.com.br/mundo/chavistas-confirmam-conspiracao-denunciada-por-nisman/
https://www.dw.com/es/la-red-de-hezbol%C3%A1-en-latinoam%C3%A9rica-desde-la-triple-frontera/a-67567617
https://twitter.com/nexo_latino
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzoE2GeGTIcSiBmLoOLYsWQ
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/376133941_Hispantv_el_canal_utilizado_por_la_Republica_Islamica_de_Iran_para_extender_su_poder_blando_en_Espana_y_Latinoamerica


103

the pink galaxy

program to authoritarian left-wing actors, as well as the dis-
semination of fake news through the Iranian channel and 
its sensationalist journalistic style, quite similar to that of 
rt. Regarding the apparent contradiction of a community 
of interests between a theocratic regime and Latin Amer-
ican “progressive” governments, he reaches the following 
conclusion:

There is no clear commitment to left-wing parties 
in Latin America and Spain beyond Iran’s political 
interests in gaining support and, at the same time, 
generating instability in countries contrary to its in-
terests. Iranian values are far from the proposals of 
the Bolivarian left and the Spanish left. However, both 
find common ground in anti-capitalism and anti-im-
perialism, which lead them to deploy synergies to ad-
vance their respective purposes.213

213	 Castaño Riaño (2022, p. 54).

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/376133941_Hispantv_el_canal_utilizado_por_la_Republica_Islamica_de_Iran_para_extender_su_poder_blando_en_Espana_y_Latinoamerica
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10. Pink Galaxy Strategies

So, how does the pink galaxy function in everyday Latin 
American politics? How do different actors work together? 
Many lines of action have been described in previous chap-
ters. Below are six core strategic lines that can be observed 
with some regularity.

10.1. Authoritarian Manipulation  
of Democratic Structures

Renowned Cuban dissident and democracy activist Dago-
berto Valdés describes a sort of script for the new author-
itarian regimes, which fits perfectly with the actors of the 
pink galaxy, but also with figures like Nayib Bukele.214

According to Valdés, recent authoritarian regimes typi-
cally do not emerge from a coup d’état, as happened in the 
past. On the contrary, they seek to gain power within the 
framework of democratic structures with the help of mes-
sianic leadership figures. “They exploit frequent cases of 
corruption to sow the narrative that all parties are corrupt, 
all politicians opportunistic and dishonest, and that every-
thing before has been a failure,” emphasizes Valdés. 

Messianic political leaders win internationally recog-
nized democratic elections with an anti-elite discourse and 
the promise to “purify and reinvent the democratic system,” 
only to undermine democracy from within. Firstly, they fill 
all three branches of the State - Executive, Legislative, and 
Judicial - with subordinates to “clean them up.” Next, with 
the help of internal conflicts and polarizing actions, they 
create a contentious or even violent atmosphere in which 

214	 Valdés (2023).

https://dialogopolitico.org/debates/usar-democracia-para-destruirla/
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old and traditional institutions as such are attacked with the 
aim of transforming them. 

Once the legitimacy of the institutions has been suffi-
ciently eroded, a new Constitution is often drafted as a re-
demptive coup, renewing the institutions in the spirit of the 
new regime and consolidating its continuity. Such constitu-
tional processes took place in numerous countries, aiming 
nothing less than the refoundation of the respective States 
and imposing the desired orientation. Examples of this 
are Ecuador, Bolivia, and Venezuela, where the latter two 
even changed the name of the State. In Chile, the attempt 
to establish a new left-wing identity institutionally through 
a constitutional proposal failed due to the democratic de-
fenses present in society. In addition, calls for new consti-
tutions can also be heard from figures such as Colombian 
President Petro or from parts of the Peruvian left. 

For Valdés, constant, deliberately accepted or fomented 
conflict is an essential tactic of authoritarian forces. This 
populist division of society and polarization against a cor-
rupt elite and an obsolete system or “partyocracy” constant-
ly accompanies the governments of the pink galaxy. Not all 
venture into a closed authoritarian state system. However, 
attempts to deactivate institutional democratic checks and 
balances can be frequently observed. Examples include 
Andrés Manuel López Obrador’s disputes with Mexico’s in-
dependent electoral authority or Gustavo Petro’s conflicts 
with Colombia’s Judiciary. 

However, if democratic institutions and organized dem-
ocratic civil society are strong enough, it is possible to frus-
trate at least some attempts by autocrats to accumulate per-
sonal power. States often find themselves trapped in a space 
between autocracy and democracy, and develop toward the 
hybrid regimes described earlier. 
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10.2. One for All, All for One

The pink galaxy acts in a highly coordinated manner. 
Personal overlaps between the various actors are not 
the exception but the rule. In the case of individuals like 
Celso Amorim, Alicia Bácrena, Rafael Correa, Marco 
Enríquez-Ominami, Alberto Fernández, Álvaro García 
Linera, Baltasar Garzón, Carol Kariola, Guillaume Long, 
Dilma Roussef, Ernesto Samper, Mônica Valente, or José 
Luis Rodríguez Zapatero, linkages can be observed with 
most of the pink galaxy actors described in this text. It is 
noteworthy that the three political networks of the pink 
galaxy described are led by Mônica Valente (Foro de São 
Paulo), me-o (Grupo de Puebla), and David Adler (Pro-
gressive International), individuals whose personal politi-
cal importance in their country is currently rather limited 
but who dedicate all their energy to maintaining contacts 
and the ideological cause. 

The pink galaxy works to provide concrete assistance to 
the personalities associated with it. The case of Ecuadorian 
former Vice President gained international prominence af-
ter Ecuadorian forces in April 2024 entered the Mexican 
Embassy in the country to arrest him. Glas was twice sen-
tenced to several years in prison for accepting over $13.5 
million in bribes following the Odebrecht scandal, although 
he managed to be released through repeated habeas corpus 
petitions. In December 2023, he went to the Mexican em-
bassy and requested asylum on grounds of alleged political 
persecution. The person responsible for granting him asy-
lum before he was arrested by Ecuadorian security forces 
was Alicia Bárcena, Mexico’s Minister of Foreign Affairs 
and a member of the Grupo de Puebla. In a statement, the 
Grupo de Puebla described Glas as a victim of a “lawfare 
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strategy and political persecution.” The Grupo de Puebla 
also launched an international campaign to pressure Ecua-
dor into handing Glas over to Mexico, despite his existing 
sentence for corruption.

Former Argentine President Alberto Fernández, a mem-
ber of the Grupo de Puebla, signed an open letter from the 
highest state office together with Evo Morales, Rafael Cor-
rea, and José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero, accusing the Chil-
ean judicial system of lawfare against me-o, accused, among 
other things, of illegal financing of his party. This caused 
diplomatic tensions with the leftist government of Gabriel 
Boric.215 In 2023, the Progressive International launched an 
international campaign in support of Honduran President 
Xiomara Castro under the slogan “Honduras Resists.”216

In 2022, clacso awarded Alicia Bárcena, a member of 
the Grupo de Puebla, along with Cuban singer and apolo-
gist for the local dictatorship, Silvio Rodríguez.217 As men-
tioned, David Adler (pi) participated in the ix Meeting of 
the Grupo de Puebla in 2023 and in the same year incor-
porated the Executive Secretary of the Foro de São Pau-
lo, Mônica Valente, into the PI Council. The Democratic 
Socialists of America (dsa), members of the Progressive 
International, act as disseminators of Cuban dictatorship 
propaganda in the United States,218 support statements by 
the Grupo de Puebla regarding eu sanctions against Cu-
ba,219 and sent a delegation to the 2023 Foro de São Paulo 

215	 Alberto Fernández firmó una carta donde denuncia “lawfare” en Chile 
y provocó un reproche diplomático (2023).

216	 Honduras Resiste (2023).
217	 clacso [Instagram] (2022).
218	 Cuban Embassy in us [X] (2023).
219	 DSA International Committee [X] (2020).

https://www.infobae.com/politica/2023/02/16/el-gobierno-no-va-a-responder-a-las-criticas-de-chile-por-el-conflicto-por-un-comunicado-del-grupo-de-puebla/
https://www.infobae.com/politica/2023/02/16/el-gobierno-no-va-a-responder-a-las-criticas-de-chile-por-el-conflicto-por-un-comunicado-del-grupo-de-puebla/
https://progressive.international/movement/campaign/honduras-resiste-5437ed6f-0c2e-4d87-9092-1abc8b123305/en
https://www.instagram.com/p/CfZ7m9Hu0rE/?utm_source=ig_embed&ig_rid=cb4e96fd-2190-442c-9836-54f092164d31&img_index=1
https://twitter.com/EmbaCubaUS/status/1681040887550230533
https://twitter.com/DSA_Intl_Comm
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Meeting in Brasilia.220 There, they proudly proclaimed to 
have “learned” from Maduro’s psuv experience “how to 
fight against media wars led by the far-right to criminal-
ize the left and stigmatize socialist parties throughout the 
American continent.”221

The elag or celag guilds feed on people from the Foro 
de São Paulo and Grupo de Puebla circles. Their members 
appear together, for example, in book presentations on law-
fare. The Feminist International participates in Grupo de 
Puebla meetings. elag is a clacso member organization, 
and the latter is a member organization of the Progressive 
International. Both work together on a project to expose a 
“reactionary international.”

This overlap means that the pink galaxy finds it easy 
to find signatories to solidarity resolutions at a wide va-
riety of parliamentary and journalistic levels. Like Rafael 
Correa, Marco Enríquez-Ominami, or Pablo Iglesias, they 
interview each other and spread their comrades’ narratives 
to all corners of Latin America through associated media 
outlets. Telesur, Prensa Latina, El Ciudadano, rt, Sputnik, 
Hispantv, and others publish everything from a conde-
scending perspective. Due to the scarcity of professional 
international journalists with experience in Latin America 
in Western media, many narratives of the pink galaxy are 
also adopted without verification by prestigious media out-
lets in the United States or Europe.

Russia, China, or Iran only need to bring up certain top-
ics such as anti-imperialism or doubts about the democrat-
ic constitution of Western systems to efficiently inject their 
disinformation poison into these channels. Interestingly, at 

220	 dsa International Committee [X] (2023a).
221	 dsa International Committee [X] (2023b).

https://twitter.com/dsa_intl_comm/status/1675954316127895552
https://twitter.com/dsa_intl_comm/status/1675555969168809984
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least for Russia, this works just as well on the far-right side. 
This was evident in the interview of American journalist 
Tucker Carlson with Vladimir Putin in February 2024, for 
which the term “flattery” is probably a rather prudent de-
scription.

10.3. Corporate Power Instinct

The authoritarian left in Latin America is not simply 
formed by an informal network of actors. On the contrary, 
the connections, overlaps, and common objectives are so 
close that one can speak of an actor in its own right. This 
actor, referred to here as the “pink galaxy,” operates in many 
ways according to the logic of an authoritarian transnation-
al left-wing political party. As described, it has a sufficiently 
broad common content base as well as tightly formalized 
coordination channels. But above all, it has a corporate 
power instinct.

This corporate power instinct of the authoritarian left 
and the unconditional willingness to fill any position with 
political influence are evident at all levels of political and 
social life. The focus is on positions in academic and cul-
tural organizations, as well as government positions and 
positions in international organizations such as the United 
Nations. Pedrosa points out:

What unites these disparate groups is the imme-
diate pursuit of power within the structure they are 
contesting, whether it’s a school’s student council, a 
small local ngo, a country’s government, or the lead-
ership of regional organizations like unasur.222

222	  Pedrosa (2023a, p. 15).

https://dialogopolitico.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/DP-Enfoque-no12.-El-mundo-no-es-suficiente.-Dialogo-Politico-2023.pdf
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At the same time, ngos not thematically related to the 
pink galaxy, for example, in the areas of indigenous com-
munities, environmental protection, women’s rights, or the 
fight against poverty, are often hijacked and incorporated 
into their own discourse and integrated into their own pha-
lanx against the neoliberal adversary. An example of this 
is the attempt to combine indigenism and Marxism, par-
ticularly by former Bolivian vice President and member of 
the pi council, Álvaro García Linera. In this way, the pink 
galaxy penetrates different social spheres with its own mul-
tipliers. In this context, Pedrosa concludes:

Within this cultural, academic, and artistic sphere, 
the strengthening of populist left-wing ideologies has 
encountered less opposition and competition and has 
garnered limited interest among its adversaries.223

10.4. Crafting Narratives and Occupying Concepts

The pink galaxy is bound together by common narratives. 
These include, as previously explained in detail, the dissem-
ination of authoritarian propaganda from Cuba, Venezue-
la, Russia, or China, and the utilization of the term “law-
fare.” Other narratives involve the alleged oppression of the 
world by American imperialism and neoliberalism, as well 
as a resurgence of anti-colonial rhetoric. Closely related to 
this is the surglobalismo (“south-globalism”), which posi-
tions the imaginary space of the global South as a whole 
against Western industrialized nations.224

223	 Ibidem.
224	 Chaguaceda (2023b).

https://dialogopolitico.org/debates/surglobalismo-y-latinoamerica/
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However, the coordination of narratives in terms of con-
tent also operates in concrete political affairs of everyday life. 
Current examples of this are the reactions surrounding the 
election of Javier Milei as President of Argentina and in re-
lation to his initial measures, particularly the first massive 
package of decrees to liberalize the economy. The aim is to 
briefly outline how the entire pink galaxy spread the narra-
tive that Milei’s electoral victory “would endanger Argentine 
democracy.” 

As early as October 24, shortly after the first round of pres-
idential elections, the Foro de São Paulo celebrated the first 
place of Peronist candidate Sergio Massa with the words “De-
mocracy has made it to the second round.”225 This implicitly 
questioned the democratic convictions of opposition candi-
date Javier Milei. The Progressive International also warned 
in a statement published before the runoff that there was an 
“existential threat from Javier Milei to Argentine democra-
cy.”226 This was justified, among other things, by the fact that 
Milei’s party “openly aligns with antidemocratic forces from 
all over South America, North America, and Europe.” From 
the perspective of the Progressive International, these forces 
include vox (Spain), José Antonio Kast (Chile), and Eduardo 
Bolsonaro (Brazil). The statement was signed by numerous 
parties, including Spanish left-wing parties Podemos and Su-
mar, the Broad Front of Uruguay, and several parties from the 
Chilean government coalition led by Gabriel Boric.227

The narrative of a “threat to democracy” gained new mo-
mentum following the publication of Milei’s initial decrees. 

225	 Foro de São Paulo [X] (2023).
226	 «La democracia argentina está bajo ataque» (2023); Progressive Interna-

tional [X] (2023).
227	 «La democracia argentina está bajo ataque» (2023).

https://twitter.com/ForodeSaoPaulo/status/1716263111303307670
https://progressive.international/observatory/2023-11-16-argentine-democracy-is-under-assault/es
https://progressive.international/observatory/2023-11-16-argentine-democracy-is-under-assault/es
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On December 23, 2023, for example, the Grupo de Puebla is-
sued a communiqué claiming that Argentine democracy was 
at “high risk” due to the Executive decree and commissioned 
clajud to investigate the case.228 David Adler, General Co-
ordinator of the Progressive International, spoke of Milei’s 
“legal coup.” Mônica Valente, Executive Secretary of the Foro 
de São Paulo and member of the Progressive International 
Council, also adopted the narrative by stating: “Milei’s per-
verse decree, which punishes the people, prevents the sover-
eign development of the brotherly country, attacks democ-
racy, and social rights.”229 On December 19, 2023, clacso 
organized a debate event on the political situation in Argen-
tina,230 which was broadcast through the organization’s so-
cial media networks. On that occasion, Executive Director 
Karina Batthyány called for “resistance mechanisms” against 
the Milei government and pointed out that clacso’s role is 
“undoubtedly in resistance.”

It is certainly legitimate to question to what extent Javier 
Milei’s performance as President respects current democratic 
legal norms. However, it is striking that individuals who ex-
press concern about the future of Argentine democracy un-
reservedly defend the Cuban dictatorship and the actions of 
other authoritarian regimes inside and outside Latin America.

10.5. Legitimation Through International Donors

Having described the narratives and anti-democratic action 
logics of the pink galaxy, it is striking how it repeatedly man-
ages to find international donors for some of its planets.

228	 Grupo de Puebla (2023).
229	 Valente [X] (2023).
230	 clacso tv [YouTube] (2024).

https://www.grupodepuebla.org/la-democracia-argentina-esta-en-alto-riesgo/
https://twitter.com/movalente/status/1737861772780966041
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ZsIscQhimA
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Particularly lucrative in financial terms is access to the 
development funds of Western Europe. The most striking 
example is the funding of clacso’s activities by the Swed-
ish sida. The narrative of the exploitation of Latin Ameri-
ca by American imperialism and the persecution of social 
reformist politicians through lawfare is apparently easy to 
sell in Western industrialized countries, precisely under the 
guise of social postulates. The appropriation of the term pro-
gressive by actors of the pink galaxy suggests a connection 
with European democratic left-wing forces. The anti-dem-
ocratic and anti-Western bias of pink galaxy organizations 
negligently goes unrecognized or is deliberately ignored.

For pink galaxy actors, cooperation with partners from 
Western industrialized countries and recognized develop-
ment aid organizations, in addition to the financial aspect, 
has another enormous advantage. Such partnerships allow 
them to give themselves an international appearance of 
legitimacy and respectability that does not correspond to 
their true identity.

Ironically, the pink galaxy is also demonstrating inter-
national relevance through its demonstrative links with 
Russia, China, and Iran. These authoritarian states clear-
ly define the red lines within which any cooperation must 
take place.

10.6. Links with Drug Trafficking

A delicate aspect is the links of at least parts of the pink 
galaxy with organized crime and drug trafficking, even 
though these are generally firmly rejected by the respective 
actors. This ranges from a half-hearted fight against drug 
cartels, through deliberate turning a blind eye in exchange 
for financial favors, to institutionalized and systematic 
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participation in drug trafficking to finance the state and 
political parties. Alejandro Peña Esclusa, for example, has 
compiled some information on this issue in relation to the 
Foro de São Paulo.231

It was only at the beginning of 2024 that reports of inves-
tigations by the Drug Enforcement Administration (dea) 
caused a stir, according to which the first campaign of cur-
rent Mexican President Andrés Manuel López Obrador was 
financed with drug money.232 A similar situation occurred 
in Colombia when, in 2023, the son of Colombian Presi-
dent Gustavo Petro declared that part of his father’s 2022 
election campaign had been illegally financed by a former 
drug lord.233

There is a wealth of information on the Venezuelan re-
gime’s links to illegal drug trafficking. In 2020, the United 
States offered a total of 55 million dollars in exchange for 
information leading to the arrest of Maduro himself and his 
top political partners Diosdado Cabello, Tareck El Aissami, 
Hugo Carvajal, and Cliver Alcalá Cordones.234 Then-us 
Attorney General William Barr stated, “For more than 20 
years, Maduro, and a number of high-ranking colleagues 
allegedly conspired with the farc, causing tons of cocaine 
to enter and devastate American communities.”235 He es-
timated the amount between 200 and 250 tons of cocaine 
per year. The United States also accused this circle around 
Maduro of being prominent figures in the “Cartel de los 

231	 Peña Esclusa (2022).
232	 Golden (2024).
233	 Osorio and Reynoso (2023).
234	 Goyret (2023).
235	 Nicolás Maduro Moros and 14 Current and Former Venezuelan Of-

ficials Charged with Narco-Terrorism, Corruption, Drug Trafficking 
and Other Criminal Charges (2020).

https://www.amazon.com/-/de/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Alejandro+Pe%C3%B1a+Esclusa&text=Alejandro+Pe%C3%B1a+Esclusa&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.propublica.org/article/mexico-amlo-lopez-obrador-campana-narcotraficantes
https://elpais.com/america-colombia/2023-08-03/el-fiscal-del-caso-de-nicolas-petro-acepto-que-recibio-dinero-de-un-ex-narco-y-que-parte-llego-a-la-campana-de-su-padre.html
https://www.infobae.com/venezuela/2023/04/18/purga-chavista-la-dictadura-ya-no-oculta-sus-nexos-con-el-narcotrafico-y-la-enorme-trama-de-corrupcion-en-venezuela/
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/nicol-s-maduro-moros-and-14-current-and-former-venezuelan-officials-charged-narco-terrorism
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/nicol-s-maduro-moros-and-14-current-and-former-venezuelan-officials-charged-narco-terrorism
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/nicol-s-maduro-moros-and-14-current-and-former-venezuelan-officials-charged-narco-terrorism
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Soles” within the Venezuelan armed forces, of personally 
enriching themselves through drug trafficking, and of mak-
ing state airports and port infrastructures available for the 
illegal drug trade.

Furthermore, in the case of the “Narco Nephews” (Caso 
Narcosobrinos), two nephews of Maduro’s wife were arrest-
ed during a dea anti-drug operation in Haiti in 2015. The 
nephews had attempted to organize cocaine smuggling 
from Venezuela through Honduras to the United States, us-
ing Venezuelan diplomatic passports. During the trial, one 
of the nephews stated that the drug money was intended for 
Maduro’s wife’s election campaign.236 

Former Ecuadorian President Rafael Correa has also 
been repeatedly accused of an alliance with drug trafficking 
in his country. For example, Correa is being investigated for 
illegally receiving money for his election campaign from 
the Colombian farc guerrillas.237 The serious security sit-
uation in the country, largely caused by international drug 
cartels, is often attributed to political decisions made by the 
Correa government. These include, for example, the closure 
of the us military base in Manta in 2009,238 the pardon of 
around three thousand people legally prosecuted for drug 
trafficking in 2017,239 the prohibition of extraditing Ecua-
dorian citizens to the United States, and the repeal of the 
visa requirement for entry into the country.

The involvement of close officials to former coca grow-
er and Bolivian President Evo Morales with drug cartels 

236	 Nicolás Maduro, sus protegidos «narcosobrinos» y los vínculos con el  
Cartel de los Soles (2023).

237	 Sánchez de la Cruz (2024).
238	 Matern (2024).
239	 Antes de dejar la presidencia, Rafael Correa indultó a 3.000 presos vin-

culados al narcotráfico (2017).

https://www.perfil.com/noticias/internacional/maduro-y-sus-narcosobrinos-los-vinculos-con-el-cartel-de-los-soles-y-su-ausencia-de-la-celac.phtml
https://www.perfil.com/noticias/internacional/maduro-y-sus-narcosobrinos-los-vinculos-con-el-cartel-de-los-soles-y-su-ausencia-de-la-celac.phtml
https://www.libremercado.com/2024-01-11/rafael-correa-socialismo-bolivariano-origenes-violencia-narcotrafico-narcoterrorismo-lavado-dinero-ecuador-7086046/
https://web.de/magazine/panorama/ausnahmezustand-ecuador-experte-erklaert-hintergruende-bandengewalt-drogenhandel-39170808
https://www.infobae.com/america/america-latina/2017/06/09/antes-de-dejar-la-presidencia-rafael-correa-indulto-a-3-000-presos-vinculados-al-narcotrafico/
https://www.infobae.com/america/america-latina/2017/06/09/antes-de-dejar-la-presidencia-rafael-correa-indulto-a-3-000-presos-vinculados-al-narcotrafico/
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was also international news. In January 2022, the former 
head of the Special Force to Fight Drug Trafficking (Fuer-
za Especial de Lucha contra el Narcotráfico), Maximiliano 
Dávila Pérez, appointed during Morales’ tenure, was ar-
rested for links to drug cartels. The us Attorney’s Office 
accuses Dávila of smuggling illegal substances into the 
United States along with Bolivian drug lords. It is said 
that Dávila used his position to prevent the detection of 
airplanes loaded with drugs for transfer through third 
countries.240 Other former Morales government officials, 
including the Minister of the Presidency, Carlos Romero 
Bonifaz, are also being investigated for links to organized 
drug trafficking.241 

11. General Conclusions:  
Ideology Instead of Democracy

In an interview with the Uruguayan newspaper El País on 
December 30, 2023, historian Fernando López D’Alessan-
dro242 made an important distinction regarding the Uru-
guayan left that can be extrapolated to the Latin American 
space. The academic, who identifies with the more moder-
ate forces within the Uruguayan left-wing coalition Frente 
Amplio, differentiates in history between “orthodox left” 
and “democratic left.” The former remains strongly charac-
terized by the Cuban Revolution and “a vision where con-
spiracies play and, above all, imperialism is the determin-
ing factor in all international reality.”

240	 Asmann (2022).
241	 Radwin (2020).
242	 De Armas (2023).

https://insightcrime.org/news/more-questions-clarity-bolivia-anti-drug-arrest/
https://insightcrime.org/news/analysis/bolivia-evo-morales-mas-party/
https://www.elpais.com.uy/informacion/politica/lopez-dalesandro-la-ortodoxia-mas-rigida-dura-y-vieja-apoya-a-cosse
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López D’Alessandro reproaches this sector for “con-
tinuing to desperately search for that scenario that no lon-
ger exists from the Cold War: on one side the good and, 
on the other, the bad.” He relates this to the orthodox left’s 
attitude toward current geopolitics: “The Russian attack 
and the occupation of Donbass and Crimea put you in 
check regarding the issue of Palestine. How do you accept 
a territorial invasion by a foreign power of a small country 
and, on the other hand, stand up against Israel because it 
occupies Palestinian territory?” López D’Alessandro com-
pares the attitude of this orthodox left with an intolerant 
conception of religious faith: “Orthodoxy rejects those 
who do not share its faith, and that was seen in all the de-
bates on international politics that took place in the Frente 
Amplio in the last year and a half, especially in the inva-
sion of Ukraine and now with Hamas’s terrorist attack in 
Israel.”

With these statements, López D’Alessandro returns to a 
classification that has long occupied analysts. For example, 
Álvaro Vargas Llosa in 2006 had differentiated between 
a “carnivorous left” and a “vegetarian left”, separated by 
their position against liberal democracy and the market 
economy.243

These definitions are very useful for understanding the 
logic of the pink galaxy and its geopolitical positioning. Es-
sentially, the pink galaxy is an alliance between authoritari-
an left and democratically legitimized left. This association 
serves above all the objectives of the orthodox, carnivorous, 
and ultimately anti-democratic left. The growing influence 
of Russia and other authoritarian external actors has rein-
forced this tendency.

243	 Vargas Llosa (2006).

https://www.elindependent.org/articulos/article.asp?id=1784
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Although democratic stars are not always fully aware of 
it, the pink galaxy is controlled from the most authoritarian 
planets. Thus, the entire galaxy constitutes a containment 
wall for authoritarian regimes. A clear example of this is the 
central role that the Cuban dictatorship continues to play in 
this structure. Havana, one of the favorite venues for major 
international conferences, is seen by generations of Latin 
American leftists as a sort of socialist Vatican, whose dog-
mas must not be questioned.

What can happen when a left-wing representative pub-
licly questions certain dogmas of the pink galaxy was ex-
perienced by Chilean President Gabriel Boric when, in a 
speech at Columbia University in New York in September 
2023, he stated:

It really bothers me when you are on the left and 
then condemn human rights violations in Yemen or El 
Salvador, but you cannot talk about Venezuela or Nic-
aragua. [...] It doesn’t matter if you’re extreme right or 
extreme left. They are civilizational mandates. Respect-
ing human rights cannot have a double standard.244

Although many would have liked Boric, whose govern-
ment coalition includes people from the inner circle of the 
pink galaxy, to have equally clear words about Cuba, these 
statements are a notable break with the usual appeasing 
rhetoric. For his apostasy, the young Chilean head of state 
was immediately subjected to intense attacks from various 
spheres of the authoritarian galaxy immediately after these 
statements. Venezuelan parliamentary President Diosdado 
Cabello called Boric “ridiculous”; Nicaraguan Chancellor 

244	 Ibidem.
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Denis Moncada accused him of “treason”; and Evo Morales 
accused him of repeating Donald Trump’s aggression against 
the Venezuelan people.245 In a similar case, Lula da Silva rid-
iculed Boric as a “thirsty and hasty young man” for his criti-
cisms in the context of the Russian invasion of Ukraine.

The pink galaxy continues the internationalist tradition 
of the orthodox left. Pedrosa writes: “One of the advantages 
that the left has when it comes to strategies that go beyond 
the national level is that internationalism is part of its polit-
ical identity.”246 For Pedrosa, this tradition also includes the 
fact that the transnational political networks of the left “were 
not only partisan or political; they also included intellectuals, 
artists, unions, religious groups, and even armed groups.”

It is clear that not all individuals in the nebula of the pink 
galaxy are automatically anti-democrats. Many members of 
their networks can fall into the category of democratic or 
vegetarian leftists. Although many of them accept the rules 
of democracy and the market economy at the national level, 
they dance to the tune of authoritarianism on the interna-
tional stage. The lifelong internationalist activism of Lula da 
Silva, who internally is mostly a pragmatic ruler, is perhaps 
the most impressive example of this.

The enormous success of the pink galaxy within Latin 
American left-wing politics has made it increasingly difficult 
for moderate factions of the (social-) democratic left to assert 
themselves against the discursive superiority and coopera-
tive power instinct of the orthodox. An example of everyday 
politics is the recent refusal by Mario Bergara, a politician 
from Uruguay’s Frente Amplio who is considered moderate, 

245	 Maureira (2023); Cifuentes (2023); Laborde (2023).
246	 Pedrosa (2023a, p. 13).

https://www.latribuna.cl/politica/2023/07/19/lula-critica-a-boric-por-dichos-sobre-guerra-en-ucrania-tiene-un-poco-mas-de-ansiedad-que-los-demas.html
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to publicly label Cuba as a dictatorship.247 Similarly, the for-
mer spokesperson for the Spanish Government and current 
minister of the psoe, Isabel Rodríguez García, refrained from 
making such a qualification.248 It seems particularly illogical 
that the orthodox left has appropriated the term progressive, 
which in reality refers to a liberal and democratic left, and 
has filled it with authoritarian content without encountering 
decisive resistance from the true progressive left.

Miguel Martínez Meucci accuses Latin American social 
democratic left-wing parties not only of openly flirting with 
authoritarian left-wing regimes, but also of cooperating with 
them.249 This trend is not limited to Latin America. Numer-
ous European social democrats not only engage in exchang-
es with individuals from the pink galaxy but also consid-
er organizations like the Grupo de Puebla as ideologically 
close cooperation partners. In this way, they become part 
of the authoritarian containment wall. This undermines the 
position of Latin American social democrats, who distance 
themselves from authoritarian regimes on the basis of fun-
damental democratic convictions.

A decisive role in the shift of European social democra-
cy from the social democratic left to the orthodox left was 
played by the Spanish psoe, which, since the time of José 
Luis Rodríguez Zapatero’s government (2004-2011), has not 
only attempted rapprochement but also partial integration 
into authoritarian left-wing networks. Meanwhile, tradi-
tionally more social democratic parties in Latin America, 

247	 Bergara evitó definir a Cuba como una dictadura, pero dijo que no se 
identifica «con modelos de partido único» (2024).

248	 La nueva portavoz del Gobierno se niega a llamar dictadura a Cuba 
porque no quiere comprometer «al Gobierno» (2021).

249	 Martínez Meucci (2023b).

https://www.elpais.com.uy/informacion/politica/bergara-evito-definir-a-cuba-como-una-dictadura-pero-dijo-que-no-se-identifica-con-modelos-de-partido-unico#:~:text=El%20senador%20y%20precandidato%20frenteamplista%20Mario%20Bergara%20habl%C3%B3,pero%20eludi%C3%B3%20definir%20a%20Cuba%20como%20una%20dictadura.
https://www.elpais.com.uy/informacion/politica/bergara-evito-definir-a-cuba-como-una-dictadura-pero-dijo-que-no-se-identifica-con-modelos-de-partido-unico#:~:text=El%20senador%20y%20precandidato%20frenteamplista%20Mario%20Bergara%20habl%C3%B3,pero%20eludi%C3%B3%20definir%20a%20Cuba%20como%20una%20dictadura.
https://okdiario.com/espana/nueva-portavoz-del-gobierno-niega-llamar-dictadura-cuba-no-comprometer-pais-7532342
https://okdiario.com/espana/nueva-portavoz-del-gobierno-niega-llamar-dictadura-cuba-no-comprometer-pais-7532342
https://dialogopolitico.org/debates/renovar-la-centroderecha/
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such as the Chilean Socialist Party, have begun to align 
themselves with the more radical left.250

The authoritarian forces that set the tone for the pink 
galaxy understand politics through a tribal logic: on one 
side, there are the good, the revolutionaries, the leftists, the 
anti-capitalists, or the progressives; on the other side, there 
are the bad, namely, the neoliberals, the capitalists, the im-
perialists, or the extreme right. According to the principles 
of identity politics, belonging to one side or the other be-
comes a dogmatic matter of faith that admits no shades of 
gray. For the orthodox left, democratic conviction plays no 
role in this distinction.

The term democracy is primarily used by the pink galaxy 
to attack the other side, knowing full well that attacks on 
the democratic convictions of the political adversary will 
undoubtedly resonate with the majority of the Latin Amer-
ican population, despite all signs of crisis. By constantly 
being in attack mode and appealing to negative primary 
emotions such as fear, anger, or frustration, the pink galaxy 
often manages to remarkably evade criticism of its own lack 
of democratic coherence.

In 2021, the coordinator of the Grupo de Puebla, Mar-
co Enríquez-Ominami, provided a good example of the 
strange logic of many actors in the pink galaxy. The Span-
ish program of Deutsche Welle asked him whether for the 
Grupo de Puebla, their own ideology was more important 
than democratic principles when it came to Venezuela. His 
response to the question was:

That’s what the right does in Latin America […]. 
In the case of the Lima Group […] it’s exactly that, 

250	 El ps deja la centroizquierda (2023).

https://gda.com/detalle-de-la-noticia/?article=4970935
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an ideological foreign policy vision, whereas we are 
the complete opposite. Foreign policy must be more 
about politics and less about ideology.251

This contradictory attitude also applies to the legal per-
secution of political opponents. Of course, this is not an 
invention of the pink galaxy and has a long and sinister tra-
dition in Latin America. The phrase “For my friends, every-
thing; for my enemies, the law” (Para mis amigos todo, para 
mis enemigos la ley) is attributed to the former Mexican 
President Benito Juárez (1858-1882). However, this phrase is 
used in an especially systematic manner by regimes linked 
to the pink galaxy and legitimized by the Grupo de Pueb-
la, the Foro de São Paulo, the Progressive International, 
clacso, and their allies. Also, in this case, they also go on 
the offensive, claiming “lawfare” against “progressive” lead-
ers, thereby diverting attention from the flagrant human 
rights violations committed by their own ranks.

In summary, it can be concluded that the pink galaxy 
systematically serves to relativize and redefine democrat-
ic principles, subjecting them to their own ideology and 
appetite for power. In this way, it contributes to a dimin-
ishing acceptance of democracy in Latin America. The 
planets of the pink galaxy form an international structure 
which works in parallel to official diplomatic channels and 
at times interferes with it. In their joint and coordinated 
action, the “pink” actors have a sufficiently broad common 
base in terms of content, tightly coordinated and formally 
institutionalized channels, and a corporate sense of power. 

Authoritarian regimes in Latin America, but also in Rus-
sia, China, and Iran, are internationally legitimized by the 

251	 Usi (2021).

https://www.dw.com/es/marco-enr%C3%ADquez-ominami-el-grupo-de-puebla-atiende-algo-de-lo-que-yo-mismo-he-sido-v%C3%ADctima-el-lawfare/a-56843474
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pink galaxy and repeatedly positioned collectively against 
Western democracies. The assistance from Beijing, Mos-
cow, or Tehran is warmly welcomed, as is the development 
cooperation from European nations. 

In conclusion, the pink galaxy must by no means be triv-
ialized as a phenomenon limited to Latin America. On the 
contrary, it poses a serious threat to the multilateral order 
based on values and rules. The pink galaxy’s response to 
the Russian aggression in Ukraine has starkly demonstrat-
ed this.
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ANNEXES 



1. Member Organizations  
of the Foro de São Paulo

Argentina
Frente Grande
Frente Transversal Nacional y Popular
Movimiento Evita
Movimiento Libres del Sur
Partido Comunista
Partido Comunista–Congreso Extraordinario
Partido Humanista
Partido Intransigente
Partido Obrero Revolucionario–Posadista
Partido Socialista
Partido Solidario
Unión de Militantes por el Socialismo

Aruba
Democratic Network Party

Barbados
People’s Empowerment Party

Belize
Belize Popular Front

Bolivia
Movimiento al Socialismo

annexes 

https://forodesaopaulo.org/frente-grande/
https://forodesaopaulo.org/frente-transversal-nacional-y-popular/
https://forodesaopaulo.org/movimiento-evita/
https://forodesaopaulo.org/movimiento-libres-del-sur/
https://forodesaopaulo.org/partido-comunista/
https://forodesaopaulo.org/partido-comunista-congreso-extraordinario-pcce/
https://forodesaopaulo.org/partido-humanista/
https://forodesaopaulo.org/partido-intransigente/
https://forodesaopaulo.org/partido-socialista/
https://forodesaopaulo.org/partido-solidario/
https://forodesaopaulo.org/union-de-militantes-por-el-socialismo/
https://forodesaopaulo.org/movimiento-al-socialismo-instrumento-politico-por-la-soberania-de-los-pueblos-mas-ipsp/
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Movimiento Bolivia Libre
Partido Comunista de Bolivia

Brazil
Partido Democrático Trabalhista
Partido Comunista do Brasil
Partido Comunista Brasileiro
Partido Socialista Popular
Partido dos Trabalhadores

Chile
Izquierda Ciudadana
Movimiento Amplio Social
Movimiento de Izquierda Revolucionaria (mir)
Partido Comunista de Chile
Partido Humanista
Partido Socialista
Movimiento del Socialismo Allendista
Revolución Democrática
Partido Igualdad
Poder Ciudadano
Partido Progresista de Chile
Izquierda Libertaria

Colombia
Marcha Patriótica
Movimiento Progresista
Partido Alianza Verde
Partido Comunista Colombiano

https://forodesaopaulo.org/partido-comunista-de-bolivia/
https://forodesaopaulo.org/partido-democratico-trabalhista/
https://forodesaopaulo.org/partido-comunista-brasileiro/
https://forodesaopaulo.org/izquierda-ciudadana/
https://forodesaopaulo.org/movimiento-amplio-social/
https://forodesaopaulo.org/mir-chile/
https://forodesaopaulo.org/partido-comunista-de-chile/
https://forodesaopaulo.org/partido-humanista-2/
https://forodesaopaulo.org/partido-socialista-2/
https://forodesaopaulo.org/movimiento-del-socialismo-allendista/
https://forodesaopaulo.org/revolucion-democratica/
https://forodesaopaulo.org/partido-igualdad/
https://forodesaopaulo.org/izquierda-libertaria/
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Polo Democrático Alternativo
Presentes por el Socialismo
Unión Patriótica
Movimiento Poder Ciudadano
Comunes

Costa Rica
Partido Frente Amplio
Partido Vanguardia Popular–Partido Comunista

Cuba
Partido Comunista de Cuba

Curaçao
Partido Pueblo Soberano

Dominican Republic
Alianza por la Democracia
Fuerza de la Revolución
Movimiento Izquierda Unida
Partido Alianza País
Partido Movimiento Patria para Tod@s
Partido Comunista del Trabajo
Partido de la Liberación Dominicana
Partido de los Trabajadores Dominicanos
Partido Revolucionario Dominicano
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Partido Revolucionario Moderno

Ecuador
Movimiento de Unidad Plurinacional Pachakutik–Nue-
vo País
Movimiento Alianza pais
Movimiento Popular Democrático
Partido Comunista del Ecuador
Partido Comunista Marxista-Leninista del Ecuador
Partido Socialista-Frente Amplio
Partido Comunista Ecuatoriano
Movimiento Acuerdo Nacional Revolución Ciudadana

El Salvador
Frente Farabundo Martí para la Liberación Nacional

Guatemala
Tejiendo Pueblo
Movimiento Político Winaq
Unidad Revolucionaria Nacional Guatemalteca

Haiti
Organización del Pueblo en Lucha

Honduras
Partido Libertad y Refundación (libre)

Martinique
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Parti communiste pour l’indépendance et le socialisme 
(pkls)
Conseil national des comités populaires

Mexico
Movimiento de Regeneración Nacional (morena)
Partido de la Revolución Democrática
Partido del Trabajo

Nicaragua
Frente Sandinista de Liberación Nacional

Panama
Partido del Pueblo
Partido Revolucionario Democrático
Frente Amplio por la Democracia

Paraguay
Frente Guasú
Partido Comunista Paraguayo
Partido Convergencia Popular Socialista
Partido del Movimiento Patriótico Popular
Partido del Movimiento al Socialismo
Partido País Solidario
Partido de la Participación Ciudadana
Partido Revolucionario Febrerista
Partido Popular Tekojoja

Peru

annexes 
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Ciudadanos por el Cambio
Partido Comunista del Perú-Patria Roja
Partido Comunista Peruano
Partido Nacionalista del Perú
Partido del Pueblo
Partido Socialista del Perú
Tierra y Libertad
Partido Humanista Peruano
Partido Pueblo Unido
Perú Libertario

Puerto Rico
Frente Socialista
Movimiento Independentista Nacional Hostosiano
Partido Comunista de Puerto Rico
Partido Nacionalista de Puerto Rico

Saint Lucia
Partido Laborista de Santa Lucía

Trinidad and Tobago
Movement for Social Justice

Uruguay
Asamblea Uruguay
Compromiso Frenteamplista
Corriente de Unidad Frenteamplista
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Frente Amplio
Movimiento de Liberación Nacional-Tupamaros
Movimiento de Participación Popular
Movimiento Popular Frenteamplista
Partido Comunista del Uruguay
Partido Obrero Revolucionario
Partido por la Victoria del Pueblo
Partido Socialista de los Trabajadores
Partido Socialista del Uruguay
Vertiente Artiguista

Venezuela
Liga Socialista
Movimiento Electoral del Pueblo
Partido Comunista de Venezuela
Partido Socialista Unido de Venezuela
Patria para Todos

Source: www.forodesaopaulo.org [consulted on: 2.23.2024].

2. Members of the Grupo de Puebla

Argentina
Cecilia Nicolini
Eduardo Valdés
Alberto Fernández
Jorge Enrique Taiana
Carlos Alfonso Tomada

annexes 

http://www.forodesaopaulo.org
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Bolivia
Luis Arce
David Choquehuanca
Álvaro García Linera
Evo Morales Ayma
Adriana Salvatierra

Brazil
Celso Luis Nunez Amorim
Gleisi Hoffmann
Lula da Silva
Fernando Haddad
Aloizio Mercadante
Dilma Rousseff
Carol Proner

Chile
Karol Cariola
Marco Enríquez-Ominami
Camilo Lagos
Carlos Ominami

Colombia
Iván Cepeda
David Racero
Clara López Obregón
María José Pizarro
Ernesto Samper
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Dominican Republic
Leonel Fernández

Ecuador
Rafael Correa
Guillaume Long
Gabriela Rivadeneira
Ricardo Patiño
Andrés Arauz Galarza

El Salvador
Hugo Martínez

Guatemala
Ana Isabel Prera

Honduras
Manuel Zelaya

Mexico
Alicia Bárcena
Cuauhtémoc Cárdenas
Mario Delgado
Beatriz Paredes
Maximiliano Reyes
Zoé Robledo Aburto
Carlos Sotelo García

annexes 
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Panama
Martín Torrijos

1. Lula da Silva at the 1990 São Paulo Forum meeting. São Paulo, 
Brazil.
Source: noticias.uol.com.br.

2. Lula in opening speech at the 26th São Paulo Forum of 2023. 
Brasilia.
Source: Partido dos Trabalhadores.
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3. The São Paulo Forum and its unrestricted support for the Cuban 
dictatorship in 2023.
Source: X / @ForodeSaoPaulo.
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4. Poster for the documentary Al fondo a la izquierda (2019) in which 
the founder of the Puebla Group, Marco Enríquez-Onimami, inter-
views leaders such as Nicolás Maduro, Rafael Correa and Evo Morales.
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5. Meeting of the Puebla Group 2023 in Mexico. Among others, Evo 
Morales (Bolivia), Delcy Rodríguez (Venezuela), me-o (Chile), Bru-
no Rodríguez (Cuba), Ernesto Samper (Colombia), David Adler 
(Progressive International, usa).

6. s&d Latin America Day, event of the socialist bench in the Euro-
pean Parliament with the Puebla Group, 2023.
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7. Rafael Correa denounces lawfare against left-wing leaders from 
the European Parliament (2023).
Source: X / @ProgresaLatam.
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8. Example of Progressive International’s anti-capitalist propaganda 
(2023). 
Source: X / @ProgIntl_ES.
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9. Progressive International celebrates the incorporation of Mariela 
Castro, daughter of ex-dictator Raúl Castro and deputy of the Cuban 
National Assembly (2023). 
Source: X / @ProgIntl_ES.
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10. The director of clacso, Karina Batthyány celebrates ‘scientific, 
critical knowledge with social impact’ as a member of the Cuban 
Academy of Sciences. 
Source: Instagram / @karinabatthyany.
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11. The director of clacso, Karina Batthyány with the president of 
Cuba, Miguel Díaz.
Source: X /@kbatthyany.
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12. Nicolás Maduro thanks clacso for its support against us ‘inter-
ference’ in Venezuela (2017). 
Source: X / @PresidencialVen.
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13. sida, a Swedish state agency, signed a new agreement with 
clacso three weeks before a new centre-right government took of-
fice in the country (2022).
Source: X / @_CLACSO.
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14. Mexican senator and Morena secretary, Citlalli Hernández, com-
ments on the creation of Feminist International. 
Source: X / @CitlaHM.
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15. Colombian President Gustavo Petro compares Auschwitz and 
Gaza (2023). 
Source: X / @petrogustavo.
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16. Jorge Rodríguez, president of the Venezuelan National Assembly, 
participates in a parliamentary conference organized by the Kremlin 
in support of Russia (2023).
Source: X / @jorgerpsuv.
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17. Former Bolivian President Evo Morales congratulates Vladimir 
Putin on his birthday (2022).
Source: X / @evoespueblo.
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18. rt advertising campaign in Oasis Coyoacán shopping mall, Mex-
ico City (2023).
Source: Armando Chaguaceda.
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19. Poster announcing Rafael Correa’s programme on rt in the Mex-
ico City underground subway. (2023).
Source: Armando Chaguaceda.
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Paraguay
Esperanza Martínez
Fernando Lugo

Peru

Aída García-Naranjo
Verónika Mendoza

Portugal
Francisco André
Maria Manuel Leitão Marques

Spain
Adriana Lastra
Pilar Cancela
Irene Montero
José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero

Uruguay
Carolina Cosse
Fernando Pereira
Yamandú Orsi
Daniel Martínez
José Mujica
Rafael Michelini
Mónica Xavier
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Venezuela
Jorge Rodríguez

To this list are added the members of the Consejo Latino-
americano de Justicia y Democracia (Latin American Coun-
cil for Justice and Democracy) and the Grupo Parlamentario 
Progresista Iberoamericano (Ibero-American Progressive 
Parliamentary Group), linked to the Grupo de Puebla.

Source: www.grupodepuebla.org [consulted on: 2.23.2024].
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afd 		  Agence Française de Développement
alba-tcp	 	 Alianza Bolivariana para los Pueblos 
		  de Nuestra América-Tratado de Comercio
		  de los Pueblos
alc 		  América Latina y el Caribe
amia 		  Asociación Mutual Israelita Argentina
brics 		  Brasil, Rusia, India, China, Sudáfrica
caf	 	 Corporación Andina de Fomento
celac 		  Comunidad de Estados Latinoamericanos 
		  y Caribeños
celag 		  Centro Estratégico Latinoamericano 
		  de Geopolítica
cepal 		  Comisión Económica para América Latina 
		  y el Caribe
cepr		  Center for Economic Policy Research
clacso 		  Consejo Latinoamericano de Ciencias 		
		  Sociales
clad		  Centro Latinoamericano de 
		  Administración para el Desarrollo
clajud		  Consejo Latinoamericano de Justicia
		  y Democracia
dea	  	 Drug Enforcement Administration
diem25 		  Democracy in Europe Movement
dsa		  Democratic Socialists of America
dw 		  Deutsche Welle
elag 		  Escuela de Estudios Latinoamericanos
		  y Globales
eu		  European Union / Unión Europea
farc 		  Fuerzas Armadas Rebeldes de Colombia
fes		  Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung



163

fsp 		  Foro de São Paulo
gdp		  Grupo de Puebla
if		  Internacional Feminista
kas 		  Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung e.V.
kp 		  Kommunistische Partei
libre 		  Partido Libertad y Refundación
mas		  Movimiento Al Socialismo, Bolivia
me-o 		  Marco Enríquez-Ominami
morena 		  Movimiento Regeneración Nacional,  
		  México
oea		  Organización de Estados Americanos
ong 		  organización no gubernamental
Parlacen 		  Parlamento Centroamericano
Parlasur 		  Parlamento del Mercosur
Parlatino 		  Parlamento Latinoamericano
pi 		  Progressive International / Internacional 	
		  Progresista
pp 		  Partido Popular
psoe 		  Partido Socialista Obrero Español
psuv 		  Partido Socialista Unido de Venezuela
pt		  Partido de los Trabajadores, Brasil
rc 		  Revolución Ciudadana, Ecuador
rls 		  Rosa-Luxemburg-Stiftung e.V.
rt		  Russia Today
s&d 		  Socialists and Democrats
sida (asdi) 	 Swedish International Development 
		  Cooperation Agency
unasur 		  Unión de Naciones Suramericanas
unesco 		  United Nations Educational, Scientific 
		  and Cultural Organization
unicef 		  United Nations Convention on the 
		  Right of the Child



When the pink tide of leftist governments swept through Latin 
America at the turn of the millennium, many expected greater 
political participation. Two decades later, this democratic hope 
has given way to disappointment. Support for democracy is 
at an all-time low. The former pink tide has turned into a pink 
galaxy in which authoritarian and democratically legitimized 
actors join forces. Organizations such as the Foro de São Paulo, 
the Grupo de Puebla, the Progressive International or the Latin 
American Council of Social Sciences (clacso) are dominated by 
their most authoritarian planets.

They thus constitute a platform of support for dictatorships. 
At the same time, external actors such as Russia, China and 
Iran are positioning the pink galaxy in the geopolitical power 
struggle against Western democracies. This book provides an 
overview of the actors, objectives, allies and forms of action 
of the pink galaxy and sheds light on its influence on Latin 
American democracy.

THE PINK 
GALAXY
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