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CHAPTER 1: 
MUDDY WATERS

currents of truth
This is a story set in a fictional city in Africa, in the not-too-far future. It follows 

a young investigative journalist, her mentor and her friend, a computer genius, 
who work together to uncover and expose a complex disinformation 

campaign fuelled by artificial intelligence and save their people. 
In a tale of bravery and honour, they risk their careers and safety to uncover 
the truth about who is poisoning their community and they overcome many 

obstacles together to save the day!

With this comic book, the Konrad Adenauer Stiftung’s regional 
Media Programme for sub-Saharan Africa seeks to highlight the changes in 
the media landscape wrought by technology – both good and bad. Artificial 

intelligence will continue to permeate every element of our lives, including the 
media, and one way is through the massive spread of disinformation online. 

This story is important for the work of journalists not only in Africa, but across 
the world and highlights how we use AI to tell important stories, but also, how 

dangerous it can be if it goes unchecked.

Finally, in a time where the trust in the media is continuously decreasing, the 
KAS Media Programme takes its role, and that of journalists seriously in 

building that trust back up and buttressing the credibility of the media. One 
tool by which we can achieve this is media literacy. We believe that this comic 

book is for everyone, not just journalists, and can be used to educate 
everyone, no matter the age or profession, about the threats 

against democracy. 
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Nana! Please find most read or most 
viewed news articles relating to 
HydePharma and the ongoing protests!

Certainly, Afi!
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“HydePharma adresses angry mob at their gates, denies water pollution allegations vehemently.”

“Our advanced research has confirmed that 
the river's condition stems from illegal 

dumping by unidentified locals — not our 
facilities. We stand for community health 

and sustainability.”

What's it titled?

Certainly, Afi!

Oh, please... 

Nana - could you 
read me the opening 
paragraph of the 
article I'm working 
on, please?

Certainly!

Okyena's Ata-Adoo river, once the 
lifeblood of this community, has 
turned into a chemical graveyard. 
Locals blame HydePharma, but the
company denies all accusations,
calling them baseless.

Could you please play me the video?

Hi, Afi. The most read and most 
viewed article on the HydePharma 
saga is from The Ahantan Press, the 
newspaper you write for.

Baseless, huh? We'll 
see about that...

Should I send it on through 
to your editor, Sika? 

This task will ramp up your 
productivity for the morning, 
ensuring that Sika reads it 
before you make it to work.

No need for compliments, Afi. 
I was designed to make your 
life easier.

Do I detect a hint of 
despair in your tone of 
voice, Afi? If so, is there 
something I can do 
for you?

No, I'm good, Nana.

So, how about I send that 
article to Sika for you?

Let's put a pin in that for now. I still 
need to add one last thing. 

If only all technological
advancements could help 
us like you do, Nana...

No, that's fine, Nana. You're
awesome, though, thanks!
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You are entering 
a red zone, Afi. 

Please, be vigilant.

You are close to your destination! But I must warn 
you, you are in very close proximity to where 
protests are being held against HydePharma.

Afi looks at the water, everything seems fine.

But when she starts walking up the 
shoreline, in the direction of 
HydePharma’s plant, she sees the 
landscape change around her.

Nana. Please add all the 
photos I took at the river this 
morning to the article and 
send it to Sika.

Certainly, Afi!

That's the whole 
point, Nana...

Exclude the last one. I need 
it for something else...

This is not what I wrote, Sika! You changed everything! This is... 
This is... You twisted my words to make HydePharma look innocent!

Balance?! You mean letting them 
get away with poisoning my people?!

We added balance, Afi.

You can't just accuse a 
company of wrongdoing 
without solid proof!

You wouldn't know 
journalism if it had 
teeth and bit you 
in the bum...

That, there? That's 
emotion. Not journalism.

Excuse me?!

That video in 
our most 
recent
HydePharma 
article? It's...
interesting...

What are you on about now?

The clothes the HydePharma
employees wear at the plant?

The red overalls with 
the white hard hats?

Later that day...
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I take it your 
meeting with Sika 
didn't go as 
you planned?

With your temper? I 
wouldn't dare!

Why, Osei? Why did you pass 
up on that promotion to 
become the new editor? 

Yeah, what about it?

Red overalls? That's bold, 
don't you think?

Just found it odd, that's all...

Afi....

So maybe they switch the colours 
up from time to time? Who knows? 
Who cares?!

I mean each to their own, I guess.
Why are you asking me this? We
cover the news coming from the
HydePharma plant. Not their 
fashion choices.

Be careful, Afi. You're a journalist, 
not an activist. Don't let your 
feelings get in the way of your job.

You would never have 
butchered my article
like that!

It's all so 
hopeless, Osei...

No, no, no, you're not 
going to do all that. 
Don't let your anger 
turn to hopelessness. 
Anger is good. It means 
you care about the 
truth. 

And that's rare these 
days...

It's hard not to lose 
hope, Osei. If I'm not 
up against... a 'clearly 
compromised Sika'...

I'm faced with 
HydePharma
spreading lies!

You saw the video...

I mean that's 
clearly AI, 
right?

Not a lot of people would 
know that. To most 
people, that's the news. 
And to them, the news has
always been synonymous 
with truth.
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Misinformation, disinformation...
Lying is lying, Osei.

'Allegedly'...

'Allegedly'... That toxic waste 
spreads, contaminates, and soon, 
nobody can tell what's clean, 
pure and clear anymore...

They're controlling the narrative...

Disinformation...

Disinformation, 
actually.

By using AI to generate 
fake studies, fake news 
articles, even fake people 
online. 

And it's all saying the 
same thing: HydePharma 
is innocent. And the more 
people hear it, the more 
they believe it.

All while the 
Okyena's real voice,
the voice of the 
people, gets
drowned out...

Or manipulated...

So disinformation 
is much more
than to just tell 
a lie...

Exactly. But again, don't lose hope, Afi. Like I 
said, it's all about knowing your opponent. 

And half of knowing your opponent, is 
knowing what's in their arsenal of weapons. 
Their box of tools, so to speak. And AI? It's 
just another tool... What, like a 

hammer?

It makes you 
doubt the 
truth...

Well, the truth is being 
ruined by corrupt, unethical 
journalists and greedy 
corporate entities who want
to veil their wrongdoings by
spreading misinformation.

It isn't just lying. It's deliberate. It's crafted 
to confuse, divide and manipulate the masses. 
Think of it like all that toxic waste HydePharma    
is dumping into the river...

I hear you, afi. But you need to be
aware of the beast your fighting
against, Afi. And you must call it
by it's name...

You joke, but yes. Exactly like a 
hammer. You can build a house or break 
a window with it. The danger isn't the 
hammer. It's the hand holding it.
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And I know exactly where to start...

Sure, technology and AI is
progressing at a rapid rate.
But here's the thing...

Machines can't feel, Afi. 
They don't experience 
emotions like guilt, and 
they most definitely
don't feel remorse.

And somewhere out 
there, there are still 
people who can't be 
bought - brothers and 
sisters in arms. 

So you need to keep
digging. You need to 
find those people.

But people do...

I need to focus 
on the people.
Somewhere, 
someone knows 
the truth!

Nana...

can you find me the 
quickest route to
kojo's house?

Thanks, Nana!

yes, Afi...

sure thing!

CHAPTER 2: 
WHAT THE WATER 

KNOWS

  13   14



WHOOOO 
DAAAARES 
DISTUUUURB 
MY
SLLLLLUMBERR?!!!
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You're such a drama queen...

oh, my dearest 
afi...  i am the 
queen of drama!

Did you get the 
file I sent you?

I got it... And I 
did some digging
already.

It's bad...

since your
“...newspaper...”

published that...
“...article...”

I know... No, Afi... It's 
really bad... 

Come. We have a lot of 
ground to cover.

HydePharma has launched a 
fullyfledged, clearly fake, 
grassroots  campaign that 
simulates local voices in 
support of the company.

“No way HydePharma is 
responsible for the 
water pollution. They've
always been committed 
to fostering healthy 
societal and 
environmental spaces.

AND they create jobs in
Okyena. HydePharma for 
the people, HydePharma 
for the win!”

Fake profile pictures, fake 
names, and of course, fake 
stories...

So a bunch of bots 
that are defending 
and praising them in 
comment sections? 
Shocker...

And they're harassing 
protestors by trolling and 
spamming their pages with 
disinformation...

Look...

Yeah, okay, Kwame123 with your profile that was created....
(looks) ...yesterday and has two whole followers!

Hey, come now...

It's just so frustrating. And the
worst part of it all - people are
buying into this!
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Look at all of the likes and shares
on these posts!

afi

You can't be wary of something if
you don't know it's a threat in the
first place...

afi

kojo
The general population isn't too
clued up on AI and the way it
influences the media they 
consume.

kojo
Exactly. And making it look like the praise for 
HydePharma and the hate for these protestors 
are coming from “the people”?

Classic astroturfing... These bots are 
outnumbering protestors and activists 1o 
to 1. They're drowning out the truth before 
it is even uttered.

Don't even 
get me 
started on 
that....

I mean red jumpsuits? How much more
literal does a red flag need to get?!

Right. I hate working there so much...
But that doesn't mean I have to...

Also doesn't help that it's being
endorsed and spread by a reputable
news source like The Ahantan Press...

fast.

That's your 
idea face, 
I like your 
idea face...

How fast can you get a 
blog up and running...

great. you do that...

While you go?

While I go rally some troops of our own...

Afi!

Pick me up a burger and 
shake on your way back, 
please and thank you?!

Really? No “good luck?” 
No “be careful”?

What can I say - 
revolutions make
me hungry...
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I'm Amma. And that's my son Lumo.

Step inside, Afi...

I'm Afi. Please 
to meet you.

I'm sorry, but whatever you're
selling, we can't afford it...

Is that because 
of the water?

I'm sorry, dear, I have to -

I don't mean to intrude, or 
sell you something, Aunty. 
I'm a journalist.

Who do you write for?

I'm independent. And I only care 
about the truth. The truth 
about HydePharma and what 
they're doing to our water 
and our people...

I think you need to go speak to Old 
Man Yanka about the creek... He lives 
three houses down...

Amma. I want to tell your story. 
I want to tell Lumo's story. 
Would you allow me to do that?

All I've ever wanted was for 
the world to hear us...

Do you mind if I record 
us while we speak?

How did Lumo get sick?

He went swimming.

In the river?

I didn't even know there was 
a creek up there.

Ready?

Nobody did. It used to be our village's best 
kept secret. It kept us hydrated, sustained our 
animals and our crops, and the children
loved it so very much... That was until...

Until?

No, he knows better. He's a good boy. He 
listens. He went up to the creek. At the foot 
of the mountains behind our little village.
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Afi. Please help us? 
Please tell the world 
about those monsters 
at HydePharma and how 
they're ruining our lives 
and the future of our
babies... They deserve 
better...

My Lumo deserves so 
much better...

Hello, Uncle. I'm so sorry to 
bother you, but I just spoke 
to Amma...

Not too good, 
Uncle...

I'm a journalist, Uncle. Amma told
me about the creek and -

I'll go show you, child. But I must warn 
you. It's a sad sight. A sad, sad sight...

I'm ready for it, 
Uncle. Whatever
it takes to 
uncover the 
truth...

Come child. Your truth awaits.

Yes, Uncle...

hmmm...

How's the boy 
doing?

hmmm...

I promise I will...

I used to farm these lands, Child. 
My crops were my pride. It fed my 
family, my neighbours... But after
HydePharma discovered our creek 
and deemed it the perfect dumping 
spot for their poison?(sighs)Well... You saw Amma's boy... You

saw what they did to him...

That's the truth, and the 
world needs to see it...

What?

No 
way...

“I pumped chemicals and fertilizer
into the river. Most of us do... 
We didn't know the harm it would
cause. That it would make our
people sick.”

That's... heart breaking...

A whole bunch of AI-generated headlines 
and... A deepfake video of a local farmer 
confessing to polluting the river himself...
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Show me the blog...

Your blog still needs a 
name. What will it be?

What the actual?!

You need to get your footage 
out there, Afi. The world needs 
it now more than ever.

Seventh spell check 
successfully completed!

LATER THAT EVENING:

All that remains now is...

Raw and unedited, just 
like you wanted.

And the videos?

Good. I don't want any signs of
manipulation of any sort. Nobody
must doubt the validity of Amma 
and Old Man Yankah's stories.

No turning back now...
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Hacking into a multi-billion-
dollar corporation isn't exactly 
a walk in the park...

But if you're as awesome as I am...

How much longer?

We've got them...
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Where is she?!

You encouraged it, didn't 
you? I should've known it...

Who? Are you okay, 
Sika? Is there anything 
I can help you with?

I have no idea what you're on
about, Sika. Like you said. I'm just the 
silly old man in his dusty little office...

Sika leaves 
Osei's office

Oh, you've really 
done it now, kid...

Speak truth to power?

Don't play dumb with me, old 
man! You've probably seen 
that little chancer's blog. 
That silly little attempt to -

Thanks for having my back, Osei.
And for your advice and guidance.
You've been such an inspiration to me.

Old man....

I have to go now...

I declared war against 
corruption, greed and 
disinformation...

(smirks)
Yes, that's what I said...

Afi! Now!

Keep on giving them hell! 
I'm proud of you!

We knew they weren't just going to
let this one slide, Afi. When you
pressed that upload button, you
declared war against HydePharma...

KOJO
That doesn't look good...

afi

KOJO

afi
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'Fake journalist.'  'Paid agitator.'
  'Attention seeking liar!'

But they're flagging my posts 
as fake news! I used raw
footage and direct quotes! 
How can they call this fake?!

How did they even get to my 
blog that fast? It doesn't even 
reach that many people?

What's going on now?

Don't engage, Afi. They're not just trolling you, 
they're baiting you. If you jump into the ring now,
you'll just give them what they want. These bots 
are programmed to exhaust you into submission.

As long as it fits their agenda, they'll call it 
what they need to. Disinformation doesn't stop at 
spreading lies. It's also about silencing the truth.

The platform that hosts your blog
needs to verify the validity of
your content.

These bots don't discriminate, Afi.
HydePharma's AI is programmed to monitor 
social media and news platforms for 
anything that goes against their narrative. 

The second they see something like your story, 
no matter how big or small, they'll flood it
with complaints, smut and contradictory 
discourse.

They think these bots are real people 
reporting you, so their algorithms 
are flagging your posts. But keep 
calm - they're not going to purge your 
content or anything, but you will be 
offline for a while...

Could be an hour. Could be 24.
Point is that HydePharma is getting
done what they set out to do. Put
obstacles in your way that'll deter
you from telling the truth.

Well, that's not entirely true...
My, uhm, technical proficiency also
allows me to find backdoors into
systems that one usually doesn't
have access to. Legally....

Remember how I told you I'm 
an 'IT' specialist?

A while?

So what do we do in the meantime?

So you're a hacker?

afi

afi

afi

afi

afi

kojo

kojo

kojo

kojo

kojo

kojo

Okay, Mister Hacktivist. How do we use 
your skills to get us out of this bind?

I prefer hacktivist, thank 
you very much!

I must warn you, Afi... We're
venturing into dark territory.

Yes?
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CHAPTER 3: 
WAVES OF TRUTH

Kojo - we need to do this. For Amma, Lumo, 
Yankah, and everybody in Okyena. 
Their story needs to be heard.

Hacking a powerful corporate 
entity like HydePharma is 
serious business...

kojo

Let's do it then...
kojo
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Emails. Contracts. Non-disclosure 
agreements.... Do I want to know 
how you got your hands on these..?

Yeah, I saw...
(sighs)
Listen, Afi. If you brought me here
to help, I'm not sure what I'm able
to do. We both know Ahantan is also
compromised...

(gestures to laptop)

Look here - bank statements of all
the hush money Sika received from
HydePharma. If I were to pitch this
story to her, she'd kill it before
I even wrote a single word.

But....

Have you guys ever heard of the 
Blood Hounds?

Figured... So what now? What are you 
planning to do with all of...this?

We actually have no idea.
HydePharma's bots got my 
blog flagged.

The environmental group?

Probably not...

kojo
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I might know someone who 
knows someone who knows 
a Blood Hound...

Afi...

This is perfect! We can give them
the files and have them break it!
With their stamp of approval, It'll
be undeniable!

I don't know about this, Afi. It
feels dangerous. HydePharma won't
just take this lying down. They're
gonna go down swinging. And it's
going to be you that's in that
ring with them...

(considers, then grits her
teeth) It won't be just me. I have 
you. I have Osei. I have Amma and 
Lumo. Old Man Yankah.

No, Kojo. I have to do this.
The truth needs to come out.

And I have to believe that the
people of Okyena will rally 
behind me. (looks at Osei)

Get me a meeting with 
the Blood Hounds...

Osei, you're a genius! The Blood Hounds are 
independent, trustworthy and revered for 
taking down corporations that harm 
the environment.

It's a bit more complicated than
that... The Blood Hounds are really
militant. And they don't hide
behind masks and avatars. They
believe in speaking the truth as
themselves. And they're going to
expect you to take responsibility
for these files, Afi.

I just need to say this 
again - bad idea...

Doesn't mean it won't work...

here we go...

Which one of you is Afi?

Are you ready to save 
your people, Afi?

Then let's get to work.

I am.

I am.

LATER THAT EVENING:
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AFI (CONT’D)
There’s a revolution coming, and
it’ll start right here. Meet us at
your gates. We’re ready.
The camera cuts to black as the words “THE TRUTH FLOWS
DEEPER” appear on the screen, followed by the Blood Hounds’
insignia.

HydePharma's AI army is flooding the internet with 
fake accounts like this one. Bots designed to
spread lies about the villagers. They call them 'lazy,' 
accuse them of dumping chemicals themselves.
These aren't real people—these are 
manufactured voices

This is River Ata-Adoo. Once the heart 
of Okyena, it fed families, sustained 
crops, and nurtured life. Now, it's a 
graveyard.  Polluted by the 
unchecked greed of HydePharma. 

For months, this 
corporation has poured toxic 
waste into this river, 
poisoning everything it 
touches. And they haven't 
stopped there. They've 
poisoned the truth too, using 
AI-generated lies and media 
complicity to silence voices 
like ours.

And here's proof of how deep 
their corruption runs.

A FEW DAYS LATER:

This email shows HydePharma paid 
The Ahantan Press to publish disinformation, 
shifting the blame onto the very people 
they're poisoning. Every article they ran
was scripted by HydePharma's PR team.

I trusted The Ahantan Press. I believed 
journalism could still serve the people. But 
now I see—they're not just complicit.
They're guilty. Guilty of letting a corporation 
poison this river and this community.

Afi, you didn't have to be here. You could've 
stayed quiet like so many others. But you 
risked your career—your life—for the 
truth. You've shown us that one voice can
cut through the noise. You've given
us the courage to stand up and fight.

HydePharma, you think your bots, your 
bribes, your lies can stop us? You're wrong. 
The truth is louder than your noise, and it's 
coming for you.

We're not just fighting for 
this river — we're fighting 
for our future. For justice. 
You've silenced the people 
for too long, but now, we're 
done taking it. 
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At HydePharma, our mission has always 
been to improve lives and protect the 
environment. Recent claims accusing 
us of polluting the River Ata-Adoo and 
spreading misinformation are not only 
baseless but deeply misleading. 
We operate under strict environmental 
regulations and have partnered with 
independent organisations to ensure 
transparency in all we do. 

In today's digital age, disinformation 
can spread rapidly, fuelled by groups 
with hidden agendas. We urge everyone 
to rely on verified facts. HydePharma 
remains committed to the wellbeing of 
Okyena and the communities 
we serve.
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afi (cont'd)
For too long, HydePharma polluted our 
rivers, our lands, and our minds—
dismissing us as powerless. But today, 
the people of Okyena are proving them 
wrong. This raid isn't just about 
uncovering illegal practices; it's about 
holding a corporation accountable for 
the lives it destroyed.

I'm reporting live from the gates of HydePharma's Okyena plant, 
where authorities have launched a fullscale raid following 
mounting evidence of environmental violations and corruption. 
What began as whispers of discontent has now grown into a 
roar, as brave whistle-blowers and independent investigators 
uncovered years of deception hidden behind these walls.

Officials have already confirmed
the recovery of documents that may
link HydePharma to the systematic
cover-up of toxic waste dumping and
the deliberate spread of disinformation 
to silence this community. This is more 
than a victory, it's a reckoning.

JUSTICE! JUSTICE! 

we are not backing down. The truth flows
stronger than your lies, and it will wash away your greed. 

This is just the beginning. Always.

And to everyone watching, this is proof of what happens when we 
stand together for the truth. To HydePharma and anyone who 

thinks they can bury the facts:

  47   48



There she is — the voice of Okyena!
You should've seen yourself up there, Afi. 
Took down an empire with nothing but a 
microphone and a backbone.

It wasn't just me. It was everyone
— the people, the Blood Hounds, you
two. This was a team effort. I just… 
told the story.

And that's exactly what mattered.
In the end, truth cuts through the
noise. Disinformation may spread
fast, but it's fragile. Once you
shine a light on it, it crumbles.

You're that light. Don't sell yourself short, 
Afi. You used every tool you had — your 
voice, your connections, and even a little tech 
magic from yours truly.

I'll give you that one - your AI
wizardry came in handy. Exposing
those fake accounts, tracking their
bots and “hacktivist-ing” them...

It just goes to show what technology 
can do when it's in the right hands.

That's the thing about technology,
Afi. It's not good or bad—it's how
we use it. AI doesn't create lies,
people do. But it can also amplify
truth, like it did for you.

The river still has a long way to
heal. Our people, too. But without
the poison and toxicity in our midst...

And that's how we keep
disinformation in check — by
staying vigilant as a people.

And by practicing responsible and
ethical journalism.

I think so, too. No, I know so. It's 
not just about what we 
exposed—it's about what we 
built. People aren't afraid to ask
questions anymore. They're 
ready to fight for answers.

And the lies that make it 
fester and spread....

Okyena will be fine.

The hand that wields 
the hammer...

Exactly....
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indeed...
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