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COVID-19 - Think Tank Update Asia (12. Juni bis 25. Juni 2020)

Der KAS Politikdialog Asien gibt alle zwei Wochen einen Uberblick tiber die wichtigsten Studien,
Analysen und Kommentare aus Asien zur COVID -19 Pandemie. Im Mittelpunkt stehen dabei die
wirtschaftlichen, gesellschaftlichen und sicherheitspolitischen Auswirkungen der Krise.

Zusammengestellt von: Christian Echle, Dr. La Toya Waha, Megha Sarmah, Katharina Naumann, Rey
Padit

UBERSICHT

In der zweiten Juni-Halfte hat sich die Pandemie in Asien bisher sehr unterschiedlich entwickelt.
Vor allem in Sudasien - in Landern wie Indien, Pakistan und Bangladesch - steigt die Zahl der
Infizierten schnell an, wahrend zugleich die Geduld der Bevdlkerung fur weitere
Kontaktbeschrankungen deutlich abnimmt. Dies stellt die jeweiligen Regierungen zusammen mit
dem wirtschaftlichen Druck vor duBerst schwierige Probleme. In Sidostasien scheint die
Situation dagegen trotz der vorsichtigen Offnung stabil zu sein, mit sinkenden oder
gleichbleibenden Infektionszahlen. In Japan, Studkorea, China und Australien gibt es nach der
Offnung wieder leichte Anstiege der Fallzahlen, noch ist aber unklar, inwiefern dies zu einer
zweiten Infektionswelle fihren wird. Taiwan und Neuseeland gelten als fast Corona-frei und
hatten in den vergangenen zwei Wochen nie mehr als drei Neuinfektionen pro Tag zu
vermelden.

In dieser Situation beschaftigen sich die Think Tanks in Asien nun starker als zuvor mit den
Auswirkungen der Pandemie auf marginalisierte Gruppen und Menschen, die an der

Armutsgrenze leben. Mandar Oak and Peter Mayer von der University of Adelaide beschreiben

die Auswirkung des indischen Shutdowns auf diejenigen, die im informellen Sektor tatig sind.
Jayant Menon vom singapurischen Yusof Ishak Institute wirbt dafiir, neben den Infektionskurven

auch den ,Elendskurven” Beachtung zu schenken, die den Verlust von Einkommen und
Lebensgrundlagen als Folge von Covid-19 messen. Im Namen der Asian Development Bank

betont Juzhong Zhuang, dass bei den Anstrengungen fur die Wiederbelebung der Wirtschaft ein

moglichst inklusiver Weg eingeschlagen werden muss, der auch den &rmsten Teil der
Bevolkerung mit einbezieht. Menon erganzt, dass gerade mit Blick auf diese Gruppe die Zeit der
umfassenden Lockdowns enden muisse, und dass stattdessen gezieltere MalBnahmen zur
Eindéammung des Virus eingefuhrt werden sollten.

Das Australian Strategic Policy Institute hat sich unterdessen in einer grol3 angelegten Studie mit

der staatlich gelenkten Beeinflussung Chinas in den Sozialen Medien beschaftigt. In einer
Analyse von mehreren tausend Tweets und Posts zeigen die Autoren, wie konzertiert und
geplant Social Media Kampagnen von China aus gesteuert werden, zu Themen wie Hongkong,
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Taiwan oder Covid-19. Noch fehle es aber an Geschick und sprachlichen Fahigkeiten, um mit
diesen Kampagnen die 6ffentliche Meinung im Westen starker zu beeinflussen. Ebenfalls mit
den digitalen Folgen der Pandemie beschaftigen sich Muhammad Faizal Abdul Rahman und
Gulizar Haciyakupoglu von RSIS in Singapur in ihrer Analyse zu Datenschutz und Privatsphare

nach Covid-19. Dabei diskutieren sie auch die Frage, inwiefern das Erstellen von

Bewegungsmustern zur Eindammung der Pandemie Regierungen dazu verleiten kénnte, diese
Technologie in andere Politikbereiche wie zum Beispiel Verbrechensbekampfung zu tberfihren.
Eine dritte lesenswerte Analyse im Bereich der digitalen Kommunikation rund um Covid-19

kommt von Dymples Leong, die sich ebenfalls fir RSIS mit der Frage auseinandersetzt, wie

Regierungen auf Falschmeldungen im Zusammenhang mit der Ausbreitung von Covid-19
reagieren konnen. Dabei betont sie die Bedeutung von klarer und transparenter
Kommunikation - eine Strategie, die auch in Vietnam hilfreich gewesen ist, wie Trien Vinh Le und

Huy Quynh Ngu im Diplomat aufzeigen.

ARTIKELAUSWAHL (englisch)

China's State Responsibility for the Global Spread of COVID19: An International Law
Perspective

Quelle: Observer Research Foundation, India (23. Juni 2020)
Ipshita Chaturvedi, Founding partner at C&C Advisors

The COVID-19 pandemic has wreaked havoc on people’s lives and livelihoods across the globe.
Ipshita Chaturvedi explores the concept of “state responsibility” under public international law
and examines what are the obligations of a state. As the blame game on China continues, the
author tries to address if China can be held legally responsible for the pandemic. The author
answers this question by analyzing practical cases to assess how principles of international law
have previously been applied with respect to state responsibility as well by answering two
related questions on whether China had an obligation under international law; and if such
obligation was breached.

*kkkk

COVID-19 and Its Impacts - US-China Rivalry Post-Pandemic: How Will the World Look
Like?

Quelle: S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies, Singapore (18. Juni 2020)

Victor R Savage, Visiting Senior Fellow
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China and the US have been affected economically and politically by the COVID-19 pandemic.
Victor R Savage elucidates how the pandemic will change the international perspective on
globalization. While the author predicts that the world will become more fragmented, he also
notes that the US might not be able to play the role of the global humanitarian benefactor and
global policeman any longer. While many expect China to fill in the shoes of the hegemon, the
guestion as to which hegemon will have the national resilience to come back in a stronger state
still remains.
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Retweeting through the Great Firewall

Quelle: Australian Strategic Policy Institute, Australia (12. Juni 2020)

Dr Jacob Wallis, Senior Analyst; Tom Uren, Senior Analyst; Elise Thomas, Researcher; Albert
Zhang, Research Intern; Dr Samantha Hoffman, Analyst; Lin Li, Researcher; Alexandra Pascoe,
Research Intern; Danielle Cave, Deputy Director

The COVID-19 pandemic has created a permissive environment for China to experiment with
manipulation of global social media audiences on Western platforms. In this report, various
large scale influence campaigns by Chinese state actors have been analysed to understand the
tactics used to actively manipulate social media audiences and influence targeted networks in
an attempt to shape the information environment to its advantage. The report is divided into
three sections. The first major section investigates the tactics, techniques and operational traits
of the campaign. The second section analyses the narratives and nuances included in the
campaign messaging. The third section is the appendix which allows readers to do a deep dive
into the data collected.
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Revitalising Japan’s battered economy post-COVID-19

Quelle: East Asia Forum (22. Juni 2020)
Takashi Oshio, Hitotsubashi University

The Japanese government has introduced two fiscal stimuli to constrain the damage of the
pandemic on the economy. Takashi Oshio provides an overview of the actions taken and how
they will be a heavy burden on Japan's fiscal balance. The need for a long-term fiscal
consolidation strategy in Japan and the importance of effectively tackling both short-term and
long-term fiscal policy issues has been highlighted. The author compares the policy responses of
the Bank of Japan with other banks and also points out measures which can be detrimental for
the Japanese economy. With the limited policy response of the Bank of Japan and the Ministry of
Finance derailing far from the path of fiscal consolidation, the economy is expected to remain
below its pre-COVID-19 level after its recovery.

*kkk*k
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Boosting Indo-Pacific Alignment and India’s Regional Role

Quelle: The Diplomat (16. Juni 2020)
Amrita Jash, Research Fellow, Centre for Land Warfare Studies

The Indo-Pacific security architecture has gained a lot of traction due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
This has been exemplified by the active role of the Quad as well the increase of India’s strategic
weight in the region. India is not only emerging as a key responsible actor but has also become a
key player in the global supply chain, given countries’ plans to shift production away from China.
Amrita Jash puts forward a five-fold framework to demonstrate how COVID-19 not only pushed
India to step up its proactive engagement in the region but has also provided a boost to its
strategic interests in the Indo-Pacific.
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India's lockdown locks out the poor

Quelle: East Asia Forum (20. Juni 2020)
Mandar Oak and Peter Mayer, University of Adelaide

Prior to the lockdown on 24 March, India's Prime Minister Narendra Modi only gave a 4 hour
notice to its nearly 1.4 billion population. There was no preparation or provision made to meet
the needs of the huge numbers of the workers in the informal sector. Mandar Oak and Peter
Mayer analyse the largest mass migration that took place after the lockdown in India and puts
into light the blind spots of the present government. The authors also highlight the sharp
contradiction in the present government’s continuous efforts to centralise power and decision-
making while simultaneously pushing the responsibility and burden of dealing with the
pandemic’s social realities onto state and local authorities and the valiant local NGOs.
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Leveraging Vietnam’'s COVID-19 Success

Quelle: The Diplomat (19. Juni 2020)

Trien Vinh Le and Huy Quynh Nguyen, Lecturers, School of Government, University of
Economics, Ho Chi Minh City

Vietnam'’s successful fight against the COVID-19 pandemic included an unprecedented level of
communication and transparency from the government. Trien Vinh Le and Huy Quynh Nguyen
explore how the ruling Communist Party can take advantage of this earned legitimacy to
springboard the economy and accelerate social reforms for long-term resilience. With Vietnam’s
economic success being dependent on both politics (ideologically speaking) and investments
from China, the question of how Vietham will balance economic development with issues of
security and sovereignty still remains. While the author calls for the leadership of Vietnam to
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leverage this legitimacy and introduce reforms for maintaining openness, transparency and
accountability, they also highlight the need for a more trustful and democratic society.

*kkk*

Mind the gap in combating COVID-19

Quelle: East Asia Forum (18. Juni 2020)
Juzhong Zhuang, ADB

Income inequality has been severely deepened by the COVID-19 pandemic. Without policy
interventions, it will only worsen further. Juzhong Zhuang lists down the five ways income
inequality is affected. The author puts forward policy measures which can help dampen the
devastating impact of COVID-19 on growth, poverty and income inequality in Asia Pacific. The
first is to contain the outbreak as quickly as possible, followed by protecting jobs. The third is to
support the economic recovery in an inclusive manner. Governments in Asia and Pacific are
taking action but the region still needs a well-designed policy response to avert the negative
impact of the pandemic.
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COVID-19: Balancing the Infection and the Misery Curves

Quelle: ISEAS - Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore (17. Juni 2020)
Jayant Menon, Visiting Senior Fellow

COVID-19 has not only highlighted existing inequalities and disparities, it has exacerbated
them. While the poor are likely to bear a disproportionately high share of the burden of
curtailment measures designed to curb the spread of the virus, they are also more susceptible
to infection and to succumbing to it if infected. The misery curve which measures the loss of
incomes and livelihoods has become a counterpart of the infection curve contributing to long-
term and sometimes irreversible harm. Jayant Menon addresses why targeted time-bound
measures rather than prolonged general lockdowns should be considered in poorer countries,
while increased testing is being vigorously pursued.
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COVID-19 and Its Impacts - ‘Infodemic’: More Than a Public Health Crisis

Quelle: S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies, Singapore (17. Juni 2020)
Dymples Leong, Senior Analyst

While dealing with the COVID-19 crisis, governments across the world are also facing a
communication emergency with the spread of various disinformation and misinformation.
Providing accurate information to the public is key to fighting the pandemic. Dymples Leong
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looks at the various strategies and tools governments could utilize to effectively communicate
with the public. The multi-channel communication strategy of Singapore is highlighted and how
some of their best practices can be adopted to disseminate information is provided. As
governments continue to relax restriction guidelines globally, the emphasis on providing timely
dissemination of clear, transparent and accurate public health information will remain a
powerful way to tackle the COVID-19 pandemic.
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The COVID-19 vaccine project: Turning a marathon into a sprint

Quelle: Observer Research Foundation, India (22. Juni 2020)
Sheetal Ranganathan, Columnist Health and Policy

The speed at which countries across the world are going to find the vaccine for COVID-19 has
been unprecedented. There are 140 vaccine research projects ongoing with 11 of them already
undergoing human trial. Sheetal Ranganthan provides an overview of all the various vaccines
being developed worldwide. The speed at which these vaccines are being developed is critical in
order to avoid the situation that thwarted the 2003 SARS virus vaccine project - the pandemic
tapered and eventually disappeared before development of the vaccine. The author notes that
despite WHO repeatedly enlisting SARS Corona viruses amongst the top 5 threats likely to cause
future pandemics of severe intensity, no advocacy or action was attempted to find a vaccine. It is
imperative that the same is not repeated and that a vaccine is found before the end of the
pandemic.
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COVID-19 and Its Impacts - Pandemic, Technology and Privacy: How Far Will the State Go?

Quelle: S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies, Singapore (12. Juni 2020)
Muhammad Faizal Abdul Rahman and Gulizar Haciyakupoglu, Research Fellows

Various kinds of contract tracing apps have been launched in the fight against COVID-19. With
the various levels of data collection, data privacy and security practices which come with these
apps, there are rising concerns about privacy and the potential use of these tools after the
pandemic. While the global research community has begun initiatives to help improve privacy,
the extent to which governments would go to enhance the privacy and security of their contact-
tracing applications remains a question. Muhammad Faizal Abdul Rahman and Gulizar
Haciyakupoglu look into these questions as well bring forward other pertinent issues like
expanding the reach of contact tracing applications to people who lack smartphone access, the
use of data for forecasting non-COVID related areas such as crime prevention and social
management and if certain section of the society will embrace “sousveillance”. As surveillance
technology becomes increasingly entrenched in social governance, governments should try to
find an empathetic way to uphold individual rights and privacy.
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Asian economies positioned to ride out crisis

Quelle: East Asia Forum (14. Juni 2020)
Brad Setser, Council on Foreign Relations

As the fight against the COVID-19 pandemic continues, governments across the world are
running large fiscal deficits, and a sharp rise in the stock of public debt globally is expected.
While most Asian countries are well suited to handle this increase in public debt, there are few
exceptions. Brad Setser elucidates how due to effective policy responses and savings and
investments made by countries like Taiwan and South Korea, they will likely avoid the economic
shock being faced by other nations. Japan and China have also been put in the same category
due to their external foreign currency assets as well as the low level of bonded debt. While
Indonesia economy is posited to be in risk, the author claims that this situation can easily
managed.
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