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CHART OF THE MONTH 
 

Goodbye Generation Conflict 
 

Older people pay more attention to climate-friendly behavior than younger people. 

 

 
 

 

Results of the statement: "I make sure to behave in an environmentally and climate-friendly way in everyday life." 

4,247 respondents, 27.10.2022 to 16.01.2023, survey by Infratest dimap on behalf of the Konrad Adenauer Founda-

tion. 

 

 

At first glance, the results on environmentally and climate-friendly behaviour are counterintuitive: Older generations say they 

pay more attention to behaving in an environmentally and climate-friendly way in everyday life than younger generations. 

For example, an above-average 62 percent of those over 75 fully agree. Among 16 to 25-year-olds, approval in this category is 

almost three times lower (22 percent). With increasing age, approval grows. 

Socialization in the post-war period (over 75 years) or the environmental movement of the 1970s (over 65 years) could play a 

role. At the same time, younger age groups are being shaped by increasing awareness of the effects of consumption. It can-

not therefore be ruled out that different age groups apply different high standards for their own climate-friendly behaviour. 

The core result of the entire study is that the topic of climate is of great importance to people in Germany in all age groups. A 

sometimes proclaimed generational conflict between old and young is not evident in representative surveys. 

Further information and results can be found in the study "Doing without for the climate?". 
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https://www.kas.de/documents/252038/22161843/Verzichten+f%C3%BCrs+Klima.pdf/e2aa91ba-41fd-d489-f60d-77259c717dd3?version=2.0&t=1698231447098

