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CEP – KAS  - Monitoring Sahel 
 

By Pieter Van Ostaeyen  
 

Report LVII – (December 28, 2023 – January 4, 2024) 
 

December 28: 

• an-Naba’ 423 – Statements from ISWAP – More than 40 killed in the ranks of the Nigerian, 

Cameroonian, Nigerien and militia ranks in several operations in Western Africa. 
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Summary: 

More than 40 killed in the ranks of the Nigerian, Cameroonian, Nigerien and militia ranks in 

several operations in Western Africa. 

Last week soldiers of the caliphate managed to kill over 40 Nigerian, Cameroonian and Nigerien 

soldiers, and militia members. There were also hits on spies and Christians. Different attacks 

throughout Nigeria, Cameroon, and Niger. 

Two armed vehicles of the Nigerian army destroyed 

Jumada al-Akhira 10 – detonation of an IED on a patrol of the Nigeria, army near (Koros) – (Borno); 

one armoured vehicle destroyed. At least four killed or wounded. 

Jumada al-Akhira 12 – another Nigerian patrol attacked on the road between (Kokala) and (Koros): 

one armoured vehicle was destroyed. Those on board were killed or wounded. 

Three IED’s detonated 

Jumada al-Akhira 4 – detonation of a third IED on a Nigerian foot patrol between (Maiduguri) and 

(Damboa) – (Borno). Some were killed and wounded. 

Jumada al-Akhira 12 – 7 mortar shells fired at the Nigerian army camp of (Wajiroko) – (Borno). 

Police officers killed; one vehicle burned 

Jumada al-Akhira 8 – one killed in an attack on a police station in (Gubio) – (Borno). One 4X4 vehicle 

captured, other vehicles were burned. 

Four spies and militia members killed 

Jumada al-Akhira 10 – two loyalist militia members captured and executed near (Kerinoa). One of 

them was purportedly engaged in an attack on the Mujahidin in (Balangwa), northern Cameroon. 

Same day two Nigerian spies were captured and executed near (Kerinoa). 

Christians killed near (Adamawa) 

Jumada al-Akhira 11 – attack on Christians in (Kobori). Two were killed. 

Electricity tower destroyed in (Yobe) 

Jumada al-Akhira 10 – electricity mast destroyed near (Damaturu) – (Borno) causing power outages 

in (Yobe) and (Borno) 
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Two Cameroonian soldiers killed 

Jumada al-Akhira 4 – attack on a barracks of the Cameroonian army in (Bondiri) – (Marwa). Two 

soldiers killed, others wounded. 

Wounded and killed Nigerien soldiers 

Jumada al-Akhira 9 – Attack on Nigerien patrol trying to advance on positions of the Mujahidin near 

(Chetimari) – (Diffa). At least three soldiers killed, others wounded. 

I order to cover up for their losses the Nigerien forces killed about ten civilians and pretended they 

were Mujahidin. The spy who guided them to the Mujahidin’s positions was identified. He was 

captured on Jumada al-Akhira 12 near (Chetimari) – (Diffa) and executed. 

Last week 

In several clashes around (Borno) around 20 Nigerian soldiers and militia killed, five vehicles 

damaged or destroyed. Three Christians were killed, one of their vehicles was  looted, other vehicles 

were destroyed.   

• Statement by az-Zallaqa Media – Clashes with the Malian army and the Wagner Group in 

(Kidal) 

 

Summary: 

December 27 – clashes with the Malian army and the Wagner Group in the military base of (Kidal) 

with missile-fire. Up to this point the outcome is still unclear. 
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• Statement by az-Zallaqa Media – A swift attack on the Burkinabe army in (Sholi) 

 

Summary: 

December 24 – attack on the base of (Sholi) in (Tito). Around 60 soldiers killed. Weapons and 

ammunition looted. 

This attack followed the massacre committed by the Burkinabe army in (Fotokoli), (Hokolor) and 

(Boro) in (Som) province. 
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December 28:  

• Statement by az-Zallaqa Media – Urgent (Macina) 

 

Summary: 

December 28 – attack on the Malian army with an IED placed by the Mujahidin between (Kolokani) 

and (Marja). 
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• Statement by az-Zallaqa Media – attack on the Burkinabe army in revenge of a massacre 

on citizens 

 

Summary: 

December 23 – attack of the Burkinabe army on citizens in villages near (Foda), nearly 100 people 

killed in (Namongo), (Som) and (Lay Manga). 50 soldiers were killed; motorcycles,. 

vehicles, weapons and ammunition captured. 

Same day – another attack on the Burkinabe army between (Sadoqi) and (Samaga). Four soldiers 

killed, weapons and motorcycles captured.  
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December 29: 

• Statement by az-Zallaqa Media – Missile attack on the military base of (Kidal)  

 

Summary: 

December 29 – military base of (Kidal) shelled. Smoke was seen over the base but the outcome of the 

attack remains unclear. 
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December 30: 

• Statement by az-Zallaqa Media – Urgent (Kidal) 

 

Translation: 

December 30 – detonation of an IED targeting a vehicle of the Malian army and the Wagner Group in 

the arae of (Amshish). 

• Statement by az-Zallaqa Media – Urgent (Timbuktu) 

 

Translation: 

December 30 – Outskirts of (Bir), a vehicle of the Malian army and the Wagner Group was hit by an 

IED close to the city of (Bir). 
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• Statement by az-Zallaqa Media – Urgent (Timbuktu) 

 

Translation:  

JNIM attacked the military airport of (Timbuktu) with Grad rockets. 
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• Statement by az-Zallaqa Media – Several attacks on the Malian army and the Wagner 

Group 

 

Summary: 

December 25 – car of the Malian army hit between (Nono) and (Markala) by a landmine. 

December 27 – attack on a car of the Malian army close to (Nara) with and IED, the vehicle was 

completely destroyed. 

December 28 – attack on a truck of the Malian army between (Kolokani) and (Marja). 

Same day – attack on a motorcycle patrol of the Wagner Group close to (Toko) – (Sifa). Some were 

hurt, a helicopter was flown in to evacuate the wounded. 
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• Statement by az-Zallaqa Media – Urgent (Timbuktu) 

 

Translation: 

December 30 - JNIM attacked and took over control of the military bases of (Namisigima) and (Nona) 

tonight. Heavy losses reported in enemy ranks. 
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December 30: 

• Picture report by ISWAP 

إفريقية  غرب  لايةو   

ي  للجيش  الموالية الميليشيات من عنصرين وقتل أسر :صور (برنو) بمنطقة  (كرينوا ) بلدة قرب  المرتد النيجير  

Translation: Two Nigerian militia members captured and killed in (Kerinoa) – (Borno) 

(Two graphic pictures withheld from publication) 
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• Statement by ISWAP – (Maiduguri) – (Jakana) 

 

Translation: 

By the grace of God, Almighty. Last Wednesday soldiers of the caliphate detonated an IED on a foot 

patrol of the murtad Nigerian army, between (Maiduguri) and (Jakana) – (Borno). One was killed, 

others wounded. Praise be God. 

December 31: 

• Statement by az-Zallaqa Media – Urgent (Timbuktu) 

 

Translation: 

December 31 - Base of the Malian army and the Wagner Group shelled with 82 mm mortars in (Bir), 

heavy damage reported. 

January 1: 

• Picture set by ISWAP – (Kerinoa) two spies of the murtad Nigerian army captured and 

executed. 
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• Statement by ISWAP – (Jakana) – (Ono) – (Borno) 

 

Translation: 

By the grace of God, Almighty. Last Thursday soldiers of the caliphate detonated an IED on a patrol of 

the murtad Nigerian army between (Jakana) and (Ono) – (Borno). One was killed, another wounded. 

Praise be God. 

  



Page 23 of 35 
 

January 2: 

• Statement by az-Zallaqa Media – Statement of denial 

 

Summary: 

In a long press release JNIM refutes the assertions of the Malian government concerning strikes 

which would have targeted jihadists & affirms that the 18 deaths southeast of Abeïbara are civilians, 

8 civilians were kiled in Tiday. 6 terrorists under a tree according to the com & 10 gold miners in 

TinBiden were hit. They strongly deny any of the Mujahidin were hit in the attacks. 
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• Statement by az-Zallaqa Media – Ambush of the Malian army and the Wagner Group 

 

Summary: 

January 1 – ambush of the Malian army and the Wagner Group on the road between (Dinitza) and 

(Boni). At least one soldier was killed. Weapons and ammunition captured. 
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• Statement by az-Zallaqa Media – Urgent (Timbuktu) 

 

Translation: 

January 2 - A vehicle of the Malian army and the Wagner Group hit by a landmine on the road 

between (Kondam) and (Tonka). 
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• Statement by az-Zallaqa Media – Mujahidin take over the base of (Namsegema) 

 

Summary: 

December 30 – attack on the Burkinabe military base in (Namsegema). All soldiers fled and the 

Mujahidin took control of the base without any resistance. Weapons, motorcycles and other military 

equipment looted. 
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January 3: 

• Statement by az-Zallaqa Media – Painful strike at the Burkinabe army in (Nona) 

 

Summary: 

December 30 – on the same time as the attack on (Namsegema), another military base was taken 

over in the area of (Nona). At least 22 Burkinabe soldiers were killed. Cars, weapons, ammunition 

was looted. 
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January 3: 

• Statement by az-Zallaqa Media – attack by the explosives squad on the enemy in the cities 

 

Summary: 

January 2 – An explosives squad of JNIM targeted a cal of the Malian army and the Wagner Group in 

the city of (Gao). Number of casualties remains unknown to this moment. 
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• Statement by az-Zallaqa Media – Attack on the Burkinabe army and militia in (Logonso) 

 

Summary: 

December 28 – attack on a group of Burkinabe soldiers and militia in the area of (Logonso) – (Gawa). 

At least one soldier was killed. Some weapons captured. 
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January 4: 

• Audio message by Abu Hudayfa al-Ansari, spokesman of the Islamic State, released via al-

Furqan Media (34 mins.) And kill them wherever you come upon them. 
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• Statement by az-Zallaqa Media – a third IED … The explosive squad on the lookout 

 

Summary: 

January 4 – an explosives squad of JNIM hit a vehicle of the Malian army and the Wagner Group with 

an IEDon the road between (Tonka) and (Kondam). This operation followed les than 72 hours after 

the number of hits on vehicles rose to three, one of them a Russian vehicle.  


